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Foreword 


The Kharvis are one among the several other Konkani speaking 
communities originally migrated from Goa and are mainly 
engaged in their traditional occupation of fishing. 


It was in 2012, a group of Kharvi leaders invited us to visit their 
villages near Kundapura in Karantaka. During our visit we could 
see the level of poverty the community is living in. Despite the Patron Trustee, 
magnitude of the poverty faced by the community, Kharvi people World Konkani Centre 
told us "We dont want your money, please help us to come in to the 

mainstream. Help us to empower ourselves." 





T.V. Mohandas Pai 


The sheer earnestnes of the Kharvi people prompted us to shape our vision for the entire Konkani 
speaking communities under Vishwa Konkani Kendra. We could help the communities to draw a 
developmental roadmap in a participative manner. During course of several interactions, we 
found the Kharvis very sincere and dedicated to the cause. We wanted to do a baseline socio 
economic survey to record their economic and social standing. 


This report is outcome of Socio Economic Survey conducted by the Vishwa Konkani Kendra 
under the guidance of Dr. Y. Ravindranath Rao. Whole survey was result of a collaborative effort 
by the community itself. With great commitment and desire to change their destiny, they have 
participated in this mammoth excercise. This could be one of the largest Socio Economic Survey 
conducted by a community reaching out to more than 6000 households spread across five 
districts of Karnataka state. 


The Socio Economic Survey of Konkani Kharvis has shed a bright light on their plight. Majority of 
the Kharvis live below the poverty line. This survey has revealed the landlessness of the 
community. Since they live on the seashore, they are prone to landlessness due to either sea 
erosion or the governmental regulations such as Coastal Regulation Zone rules. Due to this, 
Kharvis are deprived of clear title deeds for the houses they have been living in for many 
generations now. The Landlessness hinders the access to credit, which has forced the Kharvis 
to remain as fishing labourers despite their risk taking attitude, an essential element of 
enterpreneurship. 


The survey clearly shows that the Konkani Kharvis suffer from several socio-economic 
disparities and inequalities, and are excluded and marginalized in the society. This survey will 
enable government to take steps to alleviate their condition and enable them to take full 
advantage of all schemes meant for the benefit of groups such as these. It is also a pointer to the 
kind of intervention needed. 

| congratulate entire Konkani Kharvi Community for participating in this very revealing exercise 
conducted by Vishwa Konkani Kendra with support from the Government of Karnataka. | hope 
that this survey will lead to a better future for the Kharvi community. | hope the Government of 
Karnataka will note this survey and have an action plan for the Kharvi community. 








Dedicated to 
KONKANI KHARVIS 
of KARNATAKA 
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Message 


The Konakni Kharvi Community is one of the aboriginal 
communities of Goa. They came to Coastal Karnataka during 
Portuguese rule in Goa in large numbers due to persecution, 
religious conversions and atrocities on the natives of Goa. They 
are a socially, educationally and economically backward lot. 


Though they are a backward they have a very fine Konkani folk 
culture ie. Songs, dances folk tales etc. These are to be 
preserved and promoted for the enrichment of Konkani Culture. 


World Konkani Centre under its VISION-TVM has taken up 
various schemes to support higher education of Kharvi children. 
World Konkani Centre has also arranges workshops in batches 
to train them in soft skils, leadership, public speaking and 
computers. 


Apart from the above, World Konkani Centre has taken up 
extensive Socio Economic Survey of Konkani Kharvi Community 
in a big scale under the guidance of eminent Sociologist Dr. Y. 
Ravindranath Rao. 


The boys and girls from Konkani Kharvi community were given 
extensive training and were encouraged to take up the 
voluminous work of data collection about Kharvis in coastal 
Karnataka which is published in this report. 


| also express my heartfelt gratitude for the benevolent support 
by Government of Karnataka for providing a grant for various 
projects of World Konkani Centre. 

World Konkani Centre is indebted to Dr. Y. Ravindranath Rao and 
his team for this voluminous work which will help the World 
Konkani Centre to realise the ideals of Vision TVM 2030. 


Date: 17-10-2017 
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Basti Vaman Shenoy 
President, 
World Konkani Centre 
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A Ray of Hope 


We sawa ray of hope in the visionary call from Shri.T.V. Mohandas Pai to 
all Konkani speaking communities to come together and become a 
globally competitive, prosperous community by 2030. 

The Akhila Bharatha Konkani Kharvi Mahajana Sabha in the service of 
the community inspired by the visionary call, has evolved a 
comprehensive road map for the all round development of the 3 
community by 2022. KB. Kharvi 





Under the tremendous support of Vishwa Konkani Kendra on 4th and sth Pre pa 
February, 2013 the community leaders came together at World Konkani Manatenaigeehe 


Centre, Mangalore in a Konkani Kharvi Community development 
workshop for 2 days and resolved to attain developmental indicators 
such as eradication of poverty inthe community; compulsory schooling for all children especially girls; to 
empower youths to become entrepreneurs; to enable every family to own their own land and shelter; to 
enable meritorious students to join professional courses; to have 100% computer literacy among youths; 
to establish multipurpose community centre; to establish Cooperative societies with wide branch 
network: to enhance the employability of the youths with skills development; to establish schools and 
colleges; to fully strive to be a globally competitive prosperous community on par with VISION TVM - 2030 
of World Konkani Center. 


As afirst step Vishwa Konkani Kendra has conducted this socio-economic survey of the community with 
assistance of Government of Karnataka. 


This report is a true reflection of the conditions of the community. It brought out the true status of the 
community and suggested the remidial measures for progress. This Survey report will guide us in fullfilling 
development indicators of Vision TVM - Konkani Kharvi 2022. 
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) Las this report as a big milestone in Konkani Kharvi Community development. We will strive to use 
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community people under the able advice and guidance of Vishwa Konkani Kendra. 


Words of Gratitude 


Vision TVM-2030 Konkani Community - envisioned by Shri T.V. 
Mohandas Pai clearly defines the goals and actions for all round 
progress of each of the Konkani Speaking Communities by the year 
2030. World Konkani Centre has been working towards these goals 
engaging each community with dialogue and actions. 


We engaged with Konkani Kharvi community both in Developmental and 





Cultural aspects in a participatory approach. Following are the projects, Gurudath Bantwalkar 
World Konkani Centre has initiated with the community since 2011: Asst. Director 
* Community Development Workshop: Conclave of Konkani Kharvi World Institute of 

leaders for evolving a developmental road map for next five years. Konkani Language 


* Capacity Building Programme for Konkani Kharvi Youth: Soft Skills development 


* Scholarship Programme for Higher Education of Konkani Kharvi Students. (PUC, Degree and 
Professional Studies such as Engineering) 


« Group Insurance under LIC Janshri Bima Yojana: Also availed Shiksha Sahayog Scholarships under 
this scheme for the children of the families. 


* Socio Economic Survey of Konkani Kharvis — The present report is the result of this survey. 
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« Revival of Konkani Kharvi Folktales through Children Theatre. 
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Rao and Shri K.B. Kharvi, the President of All India Konkani Kharvi Mahajan Sabha, and other community 
leaders such as Shri Umanath Gangolli, Shri Mohan Banavalikar, Shri Vasanth Kharvi, Shri Pushpakar 
Gangolli and many more, lead us thus far in bringing anew hope to the community. 
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communities all around the country in bringing them to the mainstream. The constant guidance of Shri 
Pradeep G. Pai has been greatest force for us to march ahead in the realisation of Vision TVM. 
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Hope our work will give much needed foundation to the Kharvi Community and will be instrumental in 
overall development of the community as envisioned in the Vision TVM 2030. 
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Working within the main efforts of World 
Konkani Centre as envisioned in its VISION 
TVM, in empowering Konkani Speaking 
Communities across India, main goal is to 
help communities to prepare a blue print for 
developmental roadmap having culture at the 
heart of it. Present Socio Economic survey is a 
project in this direction. 


The investigation of the socio-economic 
conditions of Konkani Kharvis of Karnataka 
was the main objective of the present survey. 
However the focus of the survey was mainly 
on Dakshina Kannada, Udupi and Uttara 
Kannada districts of Coastal Karnataka since 
the majority 95.8 percent of Konkani Kharvis 
concentrate in Coastal belt of the state and 
very small number i.e. 4.2 percent of them 
inhabit in the neighbouring districts of coastal 
areas. The majority responses and data 
drawn from women respondents is the unique 
feature of the present survey. Sociologically 
or Social Anthropologically, as a distinct, 
migrant and marginalized fisher folk, ‘Kharvis’ 
have been hitherto neither studied nor 
Surveyed in large scale. There is dearth of 
adequate literature on fishing communities of 
Karnataka. From this perspective, the present 
survey on Kharvis is very significant. Their 
total population in the state is about 50,000, 
population covered in the present survey is 
29099. As per the objectives of the survey, 
the description of demographic profile and 
the social conditions of Kharvi Community 
have been furnished in the beginning of the 
first chapter. The second part of the chapter 
made an attempt to investigate the economic 
status of Kharvis. The socio-economic and 
demographic details of Dakshina Kannada, 
Udupi and Uttara Kannada districts have 
been presented with a brief profile of 
Karnataka State, in the introductory section. 


Executive Summary 


To fulfill the above objectives, the data were 
collected from primary sources. For 
comparative observations and assessments, 
certain materials have been gathered from 
secondary sources too. Kharvis are the 
fishing folk who are found in large number in 
South Coastal Karnataka. Fishing being their 
main occupation, their settlements are more 
concentrated on the sea shore of coastal 
districts of Karnataka. They are a Goan 
migrant fisher folk who speak a dialect of 
Konkani. Hence they are also known as 
‘Konkani Kharvis’. Terminologically, the 
names ‘Kharwa’, ‘Kharva’, ‘Kharavi’, ‘Kharvi’ , 
are spelled and interpreted with slight 
difference in different records and regions. 
However, fromthe literatures and studies, itis 
confirmed that these names have the same 
meaning derived from their traditional 
occupation. Etymologically, the Samskrita 
term ‘Kshar’; salt or salty, its corrupt form 
‘Khar’, Portuguese term ‘Pesh’ (Fish), ‘Malam’ 
or ‘Sagarputra’ used in Gujarat (Means "Son 
of the Ocean") , all point at to Kharvis’ long 
association with salt water, sea and fishing 
occupation. The current available historical 
documents and studies accepted by noted 
Historians, confirm that Kharvis have 
originally migrated from the coastal regions of 
Gujarat viz. Kutch, Khambayat and 
Sourashtra. 


Kharvi family is patriarchal where father or any 
elderly male member exercises rights and 
power over other members and the family 
property. Though the patriarchal joint family is 
predominant among Kharvis, it is being split 
into nuclear families these days. Their caste 
name ‘Kharvi’ is the common surname or 
family name which is suffixed in their names. 
Besides the surname ‘Kharvi’ the names 
Naik, Tandela, Pandit, Patel, Mesta, Hegade, 
Saranga, Sepai, Kanoji, Sarandikar are also 


used as surnames and to regulate marriage 
relations as well. The Konkani Kharvis who 
inhabit in Uttara Kannada district have the 
following surnames like Banavalekar, 
Kudtalkar, Jambavalkar, Gulekar, Surangekar, 
Palekar and Tandel. The family names Patel, 
Naiks, Hegade represent their position as 
headman of village governing council. 


Today Kharvis are organized into several 
caste associations and groups. Caste 
organizations have been established at 
different places where their settlements exit. 
The ‘All India Konkani Kharvi Mahajana 
Sabha’ a registered organization is 
considered as the parent body of all caste 
organizations of Kharvi community. Its 
registered office is situated at Gangolli and 
the administrative office functions at Trasi in 
Kundapur Taluk of Udupi district. This 
organization is active in organizing 
constructive programmes for the welfare and 
wellbeing of its people. 


As per the survey, there are 20.6 percent 
(1280) of families with widows both young 
and aged in Kharvi community. It induces 
curiosity among Sociologists and Social 
Scientists to investigate their socio-economic 
conditions, problems and multiple aspects of 
widowhood. Although the small and nuclear 
families among Kharvis are very gradually 
increasing with 4.53 as an average size, 46.8 
percent of families are still joint and extended 
with members ranging from five to fifteen. 


The sex ratio shows 921:1000. (i.e. there are 
921 Kharvi females to that of 1000 Kharvi 
males). The fact that the sex ratio in general is 
showing a declining trend, it is less than the 
national average and much less than the state 
and the district averages, but not essentially 
in the state of being out of balance . The child 
Sex ratio as shown in the survey 885:1000 
also supports the above fact. This trend 
Clearly indicates that the female population in 
Kharvi community is gradually decreasing. 
The average age of the male head with 47.63, 
proves that the middle aged and the adults 


are more in number than the youth population 
in Kharvi community. The survey on ageing 
population discloses that 18.90 percent of 
males in Kharvi population are above 60. The 
percentage of old women is 12.4. The total 
aged population among Kharvis is 15.4 
percent. All these figures are much higher 
than the national figures. Since the 
phenomenon of population ageing is 
becoming a major concern for the policy 
makers all over the world, both developed 
and developing countries, the increasing 
ageing population among Kharvis is 
disheartening. The youth population among 
Kharvis in the age group 15-35 reveals 46.26 
percent. It manifests that young population is 
higher than the national average (about 
35.3%). As per the present survey, we may 
arrive at a conclusion that the young 
population in Kharvi community being 
comparatively larger, the workforce is also 
larger and economically more potential. 


The survey figures indicate that educationally, 
the Kharvis are not much empowered. The 
figures reflect the lower educational status of 
women parents (59.6 percent as against 74.9 
percent of men parents-Average Parents’ 
literacy is 65.5). However the general Kharvi 
literary percentage (81.4%) is certainly higher 
than the national level figure (74.4%). But 
when we compare the literacy rate of South 
Coastal Karnataka (Attained 100%), the 
percentage of Kharvi literacy is showing 
much less. The fact that the educational 
awareness and aspirations among Kharvis 
are encouraging, the data also manifest their 
educational backwardness. 


Although 65.5 % of parents and more than 
90% of children in families are literates, and 
the general literacy is showing 81.4 percent, 
the majority families (93.70 percent) do not 
get newspapers. Of the total literates, the level 
of awareness about newspaper reading habit 
among Kharvis is very low. Survey reveals that 
the newspapers are not easily accessible in 
certain remote villages, forests and CRZ 
regions of Kharvi settlements. It is observed 


that only half of the respondents’ families 
could afford to have the lavatory facility. But 
due to lack of health awareness or economic 
backwardness, almost equal numbers of 
families do not have lavatory facility. Since 
long fishermen families living very close to 
sea, are adapted to open defecation. Such 
families, as observed during the survey, do 
not consider lavatories as very essential. 
Although the percentage of sanitation facility 
among Kharvis is higher than the general 
average and Indian rural scenario, there is a 
need to develop sanitation facilities in Kharvi 
community. As data show, a large majority 
(72.60 percent) of families have not got the 
Konkani Health Cards issued by Manipal 
University. It is a ‘Group Family Health Care 
Scheme’ implemented by Manipal University 
exclusively for Konkani speaking 
communities. Many families have not 
registered for cards either due to lack of 
knowledge of the availability of such a facility 
or inability to pay the nominal fees by very 
poor families. 


There are varied causes of deaths in Kharvi 
community. Next to old age, the heart 
disease, accidents, liver problem, anemia 
and cancer are the major causes of deaths. 
In spite of improvement in the field of 
maternity care and institutional delivery in 
recent decades, it is disheartening to note six 
cases of maternity related deaths in Kharvi 
families. Similarly 77 (one to three years) 
cases of deaths due to accidents, 18 (2.2 
percent) suicides are to be considered 
seriously besides the situation of heart, liver 
problem, cancer and anemia. The 40 percent 
of informants using narcotic substances and 
drugs in different forms also show that the 
health status of Kharvis has been affected by 
such habits. The data on fishing related 
accidents and deaths, rescue operations and 
granting of compensations show that, Kharvis 
are engaged in fishing at their risk. Their 
fishing activity is at risk, often losing life and at 
times even dead bodies. The rescue 


Operations are delayed and there are no . 


follow ups on it by the authorities. 
Compensations that are due, don’t reach all 
the affected families owing to the apathy of 
bureaucrats. The lack of awareness and 
backwardness also are the other contributing 
factors for the existing state of affairs. The 
data suggests that many deserving members 
of Kharvi community have not been able to 
utilize various governmental schemes. The 
survey shows that of the total eligible people 
only about 40/50 percent of them could get 
the governmental benefits under various 
schemes. It is evident from the data that, 
although 81.4 percent of Kharvis are literate, 
the greater proportion of eligible persons in 
families, are either not aware of the schemes 
or they could not get the benefit due to 
bureaucratic dysfunctions and the red tape. 


Data pertaining to serious problems and their 
types in Kharvi families show that, out of total 
6226, the majority 6027(96.80%) of 
respondents answered affirmatively and 
199(3.19%) said that they do not have any 
problems at home. The findings of the present 
Survey confirm that Kharvis have varied 
problems in their families and villages. Water, 
sanitation, landlessness, land without title 
deeds, unemployment, lack of guidance, 
providing education, housing, transport are 
some of the crucial issues which attract the 
attention of activists, administrators and 
policy makers. Survey explored that there are 
many issues and demands in Kharvi 
community today. Kharvis today are also 
aware of their varied problems, of which many 
need to be resolved by the concerned 
authorities of the government. A demand for 
ST reservation from a large majority (82.2%) of 
respondents is also significant. Water, shelter, 

toilets are the basic needs which are divulged 

by more than half of the representatives of 
Kharvi families. The issue of title deed is also 

to be taken seriously. Constructions of more 

number of fishing ports and cold storages, 

considering fishing on par with agriculture are 

the other genuine problems of Kharvis 

explored. The data reveal that, inthe changing 


socio-economic scenario, Kharvis in large 
majority are conscious about preserving their 
traditional values and culture. It is also 
observed here that many families do not get 
proper timely information about 
governmental benefits extended to them. In 
addition, the governmental benefits also do 
not reach them adequately. As data shown 
the issue of title deed is a very serious 
problem. Since large majority of families 
among Kharvis are below poverty line, there is 
also suggestion for extending financial help to 
poor families through their Sanghas. 


The survey on utilization of ration cards and 
their types revealed that, as many as 200 
families still do not possess ration cards. As 
many as 5195(83.4 %) families belong to the 
category of BPL (Below Poverty line) and 
267(4.3 %) families belong to Anthyodaya 
group. Findings of the Survey show that 
Kharvis are engaged in varied economic 
activities such as fishing, business, 
agriculture, service sectors for their livelinood. 
They are struggling for their livelinood by 
engaging themselves in diverse economic 
activities. It is also observed that today 
several changes have taken place in the 
occupational patterns of Kharvis. The survey 
reveals that the main and subsidiary source of 
income in large number of families (64.4 
Percent) is wage labour. The labour is more 
related to fishing or manual and — very few 
agricultural works. The remaining 35.6 
percent of them are engaged in business, 
service or self employed in fishing related 
works with engine or manual boats or as 
owner of small factories. As Kharvis are living 
in the vicinity of boats, maintenance of boats 
and other boat related works, those Kharvis 
who have settled down in northern part of 
Uttara Kannada and Shivamogga districts, 
are also engaged in Carpentry works. Similarly 
50 percent of Kharvi families are not engaged 
In any type of subsidiary occupations. 


It is found from the data that the average 
annual income of the families of the 


respondents is Rs 49746.00 (It is very low 
compared to the national per capita income 
Rs 1, 03,219.(2016-17)(Report of Times of 
India:3-10-2017) (About $1,570) (Wikipedia 
Report-2013) and accordingly the average 
monthly income is Rs 4145.5. 


The data and results of the survey confirm that 
the proportion of families of the respondents 
belonging to high-income groups and 
income above one lakh and above is low. The 
number of families having income more than 
two lakhs is only 1.6 percent .The findings 
unravel that majority of Kharvi families are in 
below poverty line. It is also confirmed from 
the data pertaining to possession of ration 
cards, (BPL and Anthyodaya families clubbed 
together; 87.76 percent), dependence of 64.4 
percent of families on wage labour and the 
average annual income of the families, that 
the majority of Kharvi families belong to the 
category of Below Poverty Line(BPL). The 
findings of the survey confirm that the 
considerable majority of Kharvi population is 
economically backward and poor. 


The significant majority of husbands (74.4 
percent) are employed and 26.6 percent of 
them are unemployed. Similarly a significant 
majority of wives (82.6 percent) in Kharvi 
families are homemakers. Based on the data 
it is confirmed that among Kharvis the degree 
of female work participation is slowly 
increasing. In intergenerational mobility, 
compared to mothers, the degree of work 
participation among daughters is slightly 
higher due to encouragement for female 
education, women employment 
Opportunities, increasing awareness and 
aspirations. Besides, the fishing occupation 
requires the involvement of all family 
members. A large number of Kharvi women 
assist men in different types of fishing related 
works like selling fish, storing, loading, 
Carrying, drying, cleanings, maintenance and 
dragging nets etc. As the aging population is 
higher (Aged Men: 18.90% and Women: 
12.4%) in Kharvi community, there are many 


aged men and women who are unemployed. 


_ Out of the total population, majority families 
i.e. more than 80 percent of them do not have 
either wet or dry land. Only 16.11 percent of 
families own land. The fact that majority of 
families do not hold land shows that Kharvis 
mere r trom the problem of 
landiessness.Though large number of 
families do not own land, 49.1 percent of 
families have own houses with clear titles. 
This has been made possible because a few 
families could have either little dry or wet land. 
Similarly 2766(44.4 percent) families that own 
houses without clear titles is an important 
issue to be tackled by the concerned 
Government authority. Thus, Kharvis not only 
suffer from the problem of landlessness but 
homelessness as well.Majority of Kharvis still 
depend on their traditional titled, tilted cum 
cement or tilted cum thatched houses. The 
thatched and cement sheet houses together 
account 351 (5.64 percent) which also confirm 
that the housing conditions of majority 
families are not in good shape. It is also to be 
noted here that 3178 (51percent) houses do 
not have flush out lavatories. Economic 
backwardness, non-clearance of land titles, 
lack of health awareness are some of the 
factors responsible for their poor housing 
conditions. 


About one third of families (36.95 percent) 
have their own independent source of water 
like open wells, bore wells or ponds. Little less 
than 50 percent i.e. 2808 (44.86 percent) 
families depend upon public bore wells and 
neighbours’ wells. The survey on sources of 
drinking water in Kharvi families explores that 
a large number of families is struggling for 
good potable water. The fact that only about 
50 percent could afford and rest about 50 
percent of families, still struggling for their 
drinking water, shows that water is one of the 
acute problems in the community. The 
economic backwardness and the plight of 
water source in coastal belt, are contributing 


for the problem of drinking water in Kharvi | 


families. Majority Families depend upon 
either firewood or kerosene for cooking. As 
some families get permitted kerosene for 
fishing purpose, it is also used at times for 
domestic purpose. Due to economic 
backwardness, many could not afford to have 
LPG connections (LPG connected 
31.5perecnt) in their families. The products of 
rural energy and modernized fuel use, have 
not reached them adequately. The survey on 
availability of electricity unraveled that a large 
majority of families (92.06 percent) have 
electricity connections. Due to insufficient 
source of income, thatched houses, thatched 
cum tiled houses or poorly constructed 
cement sheet houses still, the electricity 
connection has not reached 325 Kharvi 
houses. 


As fishing folk 414(7.1 Percent) families own 
boats in which 141 (2.4 percent) are motor or 
machine boats. Little more than 50 percent 
(3078 families) of respondents do not own 
any vehicles in their houses. It is clear that 
about fifty percent of families only own 
vehicles at their homes in which seven 
percent boats are meant for fishing or very 
occasionally used for transport 
purpose.Survey on the availability of means of 
communication and electronic devices 
shows that more than one third (41 %) of 
population has televisions at their homes 
which also convey that more than 50 percent 
of families do not have televisions. Similarly 
little less than 50 percent of families do not 
have telephone connections in any form at 
their homes. The survey also suggests that 
the mobile phones (53.33percent including 
landlines) being cheaper and essential, are 
found more in number than the televisions in 
Kharvi community. Very few affluent and 
educated families could afford to buy 
computers (1.44 percent) and have internet 
facility too. It is also to be observed here that 
446 (4.2 percent) families still do not have any 
of these electronic or communication 
devices. Thus the extent of availing modern 
means of communications and electronic 


devices among Kharvis is less and the 
improvement is gradual. 


itis also to be noted here that about one fifth of 
Kharvi population i.e. 1379 (1 7percent) 
families cannot afford to buy modern home 
appliances, partly also due to non-availability 
of electric connections in 325 families. An 
investigation on purchasing capacity and 
awareness level of Kharvis towards gold, as 
an important economic security and a symbol 
ot status. fevedred tTiheat 
a large majority of families 4838 (77.70 
percent) is in possession of gold. The results 
of the survey suggest that the majority of 
families have gold, like it is usually found in 
any other Indian families. Nevertheless, the 
quantity of gold is less. The fact that 22.3 
percent of families still do not have gold at 
their homes shows that the level of awareness 
and fascination for use of gold among Kharvis 
is gradually increasing. 


Though more than eighty percent of 
population is involved in the activities of rural 
financial institutions and non-governmental 
organizations, 18 percent of population is still 
not exposed to such enterprises. The findings 
on savings bank accounts and insurance 
show that the percentage of those holding 
savings bank accounts is more than the 
number of insurance policies. The results of 
the survey reveal that the level of awareness 
about saving habit is heartening. But 
regarding insurance, it is not encouraging 
although the risk factor is high in fishing 
related occupations. The Survey also 
suggests that as Kharvis are engaged in 
fishing and fishing related enterprises, they 
are also aware of the benefits of financial 
institutions and found enterprising. Kharvis 
Nave availed loans for varied Purposes like 


marriage, house construction, well 
construction, purchase of household articles, 
purchase of cattle, education, medical 
treatment, purchase of land, agriculture 
related or it is for business. Of all theses — 
purposes, a large number of families availed — 
loans from different sources such as banking ~ 
sectors, co-operatives, insurance companies — 
and moneylenders for house construction. 
Next obvious reasons explored after the 
housing are for marriage (15 to 19 % from 
different sources), business (17 to 24 %) and 
purchase of household articles (10 to 14 %). 
Survey also shows that comparatively the 
amount spent for educational purpose is 
meager. 


The overall results of the survey have clearly 
shown that Konkani Kharvis are socially, 
educationally and economically, the 
backward and politically the unorganized 
community in Karnataka State. Kharvis who 
suffer from several socio-economic 
disparities and inequalities are excluded and 
marginalized in the society. Hence there is a 
need to find out effective strategies, initiatives 
and measures for their inclusion in the 
mainstream of development. Since large 
number Kharvi population is concentrated in 
rural, sea shores, CRZ, and forest regions, all 
Kharvi related developmental operations 
should be oriented towards rural, sea and 
backwater regions, CRZ and forest regions. 
Efforts should be made to solve their 
immediate problems by providing them all the 
benefits of community development schemes 
and CRZ programmes. There is a need to — 
initiate Comprehensive measures and 
adequate programmes for their welfare and 
development. 





India is stratified in different groups, castes, 
and sections. It is also a country of vast social 
diversity and complexity. A large majority of 
people here are said to be suffering from 
different forms of deprivations and 
backwardness. However, we also witness 
variations in backwardness. Some people 
are more deprived and backward than 
others. The castes and classes which are 
socially, economically and educationally 
backward are categorized as backward 
castes and classes in India. They are 
engaged in different occupations, which 
maybe traditional like agriculture, fishing, 
weaving, and pottery works etc, or maybe in 
modern jobs due to exposure to education. 
Today, large number of backward castes 
suffers from marginalization, poverty, lack of 
education, absence of weakening of 
sufficient networks, problem of social 
exclusion in India. 


Since, in post modern period, ‘people’ are 
considered as the real wealth of the nations, 
our focus of socio- economic development 
should also be in that direction. Socio- 
economic development should, therefore, 
focus on expanding the choices and 
opportunities for the people to lead lives they 
value most. United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) defines human 
development as “the process of enlarging the 
choices of people.” Towards human 
development, economists are also gradually 
shifting from their earlier income-generated 
approach to the people-centric alternative 
development paradigm. From the 
sociological point of view the development 
refers to the growth in the desirable direction 
in all domains of social life. It represents the 
total quality of life and better adjustment 
between all our needs and aspirations and 
the various policies and programmes 


Introduction 


undertaken. This survey project is an attempt 
to explore the socio-economic conditions of 
Konkani Kharvis, a most backward caste in 
Karnataka in general and South Coastal 
Karnataka in particular. 


KHARVIS; THEIR ORIGIN AND MIGRATION 


Kharvis are the fishing folk who are found in 
large number in South Coastal Karnataka. 
Their population in the state is about 50,000. 
They are a Goan migrant fisher folk who 
speak a dialect of Konkani. Hence they are 
also known as ‘Konkani Kharvis’. The same 
term, recorded as ‘Konkan Kharvi’ is also 
found in the Kanara District Gazetteer of the 
Bombay Presidency, Vol. XI, and Part —-l, 
Page:310, originally published in 1883. 
Kharvis migrated from Goa during 15th and 
16th centuries. Proselytizing movements, 
Portuguese oppression, hardship of 
inquisition, famines, epidemics, Maratha 
raids are the principal factors which pushed 
Kharvis to leave their place of origin and 
migrate to coastal region of Karnataka State. 


As reported in the Karnataka State Gazetteer, 
Part Il, based on historical and inscriptional 
records “The migration of the Konkani 
speaking people from their Goan home land 
to other parts of Karnataka is mainly 
attributed to the persecution by the medieval 
minded Portuguese rulers of Goa who 
thought the unbelievers of Christianity to be 
inimical to their political power. The Hindu fled 
to the South in large numbers for fear of 
conversion into Christianity and also as 
sequel to inquisition of 1560. Famines broke 
out in Goa (1553, 1570, 1682) followed by 
epidemics (1635) and frequent Maratha raids 
(1683, 1729). People, Hindus and Christians 
alike, migrated to the South to escape these 
disasters and settled down in the Kannada 
(Canara) districts mainly in and around 


Mangalore and Karwar” (Suryanath U 
Kamath (Ed.): 1983: 977:978) 


A few British ethnographers and 
administrators have furnished detailed 
information about Konkani Kharvis in their 
works and administrative reports during the 
British rule in India. There are some 
references here. James M Campbell (1883- 
reprinted in 1991) has identified and 
classified Kanara fishermen into ten groups 
viz Ambiga, Bhois, Gabits, Harkantras, 
Kabhers, Khande Kharvis, Konkan Kharvis, 
Kolis, Mogers, and Pagis. According to him 
“Konkan Kharvis are found all along the 
Kanara coast. The name Kharvi seems to 
have come from Khar a corruption of the 
Sanskrit ‘Kshar’ salt” Edgar Thurston also 
made the same reference in his work, that 
“the Kharvis are described in the South 
Canara Manual, as Marathi fisherman who 
migrated to this district from Bombay 
Presidency. The name Kharvi is said to be a 
corrupt form of the Sanskrit ‘Kshar’, salt. 
(1909:280) 


Further Ganesha Somayaji and Reyna 
Sequeira in their work on fisherwomen of 
Goa are of the view that “ the word ‘Kharvi’ is 
derived from ‘Khar’ which means something 
that is salty. They are also known as 
‘Peshkador’ and ‘pesh’ in Portuguese means 
fish. (1999:64) 


Many Historians, Historiographers, 
Ethnologists and researchers like D D 
Kosambi, B D Satoskar, Nanda Kumar 
Kamat, Motichandra, A R S Dhume, K D 
Nayak have observed the multi-dimensional 
Impact of Gujarat on Goa Society and culture. 
Many are of the opinion that Kharvis have 
Originally migrated from Gujarat to Goa 
(Goa=‘Gopaka’, ‘Gopakapattana’ 
‘Gomanta’). It is evident from Nanda Kumar 
Kamat’s work on “ Cultural Relations of Goa 
with Gujarat” (2002 (orinally1989):1 :16) 


As B D Satoskar observes “The waves of 
Aryan colonizers as they moved southwards 
they moved also through Goa, just like the 


Kols, the original settlers of Goa who came 
via Gujarat. These “Koolies” were aborigines 
of Gujarat and the hills adjoining that — 
province.” (qtd. in Nanada Kumar Kamat, 
2002:2) 


Similarly AR S Dhume points out that “Before 
the first waves of Aryan colonizers reached 
south India, there were self —administered 
tribal settlements of Knarwas, Kols, Shabars, 
etc. along the west coast. Probably these 
people were involved in the practice of “burn- 
and-shift” cultivation with fishing and hunting 
as supplementary occupations. The Kols 
settled in Goa around 3500 BC. And took to 
fishing and primitive mode of agriculture. ( 
(qtd. in Nanada Kumar Kamat, 2002:2) 


B D Satoskar observes that * the hills east of 
Gujarat are called “Kolwana” and according 
to Sir George Campbell, this area seems to 
be the property of the Koolie tribe of Gujarat. 
These people have settled along the Konkan 
coast and also the hilly western tracts of 
sahyadris” (qtd. in Nanada Kumar Kamat, 
2002:2) 


Nanada Kumar Kamat is of the view that “ the 
Kols might have followed the route from 
northern Gujarat which runs through Lata- 
desha (South Gujarat) and then through 
northern Konkan, crossing the western Ghat 
on the east and the Deccan plateau. One of 
its branches running along the sea-shore 
goes to the south. This branch was an 
important communication link between Goa 
and Gujarat. The Kharavi caste of Goa from 
Kutch, Khambayat and Sourashtra came 
after Kols and lived on sea and river shores 
employing themselves in fishing and 
boating.” (2002: 2:3) He subsumes that “ The 
pre-Aryan society of Goa was an admixture of 
Mhars, Asuras, Kols. Mundaris. and 
Kharavis. (Ibid) 


The Free Encyclopaedia of Wikipedia says, 
Kharwa caste may refer to a fishing 
community of Gujarat. In Kutch, the Knarwas 
are mainly found in Mandvi, where they are 
the third largest group with regard to 





population. Importing and exporting goods 
by ship remains the traditional occupation of 
the community. They trade in many countries, 
including Oman, U.A.E, Somalia , and 
also other parts of Africa. Many Kharwas now 
have their own ships for exporting goods and 
have set up different cooperative societies. 
The community is Hindu. In Mandvi, there is a 
street named Kharva Pachada, which is the 
second biggest and the largest populated 
street in Mandvi. There is also a street named 
Kharva Pachada in Mota Salaya. Kharvas are 
also known as Malam or Sagarputra (Means 
"Son of the Ocean"). There is also an album 
created by Bharat Kharva named 'Kharva Re 
Ame Kharva' featuring a song describing the 
Kharva caste. Kharvas of Mandvi also 
celebrate their own festivals such as_ Moti 
Rawadi, Nava Naroj and Ashar no Medo 
They are also found in Mundra in large 
number. There is also a street named after the 
name Kharva known as Kharva Pachada. The 
street name is also called Kharva street or 
Dariyalal Nagar. In Porbandar, nowadays 
many of head members are helping so much 
to fulfill the requirements of community. On 
‘Asadhi bij’ festival all ‘Kharva Samaj’ get 
together for their ancestors.(Accessed on 12- 
04-201 7:3.45pm) 


In Goa Government Affidavit; National 
Commission for Backward Classes, it is 
stated that the term ‘Kharvi’ is also Known as 
‘Tari’ (Qtd in Wikipaedia:2016) Sharon D’Cruz 
et al observed that the Kharvis in Goa have 
various subgroups, among which are the 
Arrikars, Kantaikars, magkars, Pagelkars and 
Ramponkars. (Ibid) However the usage ‘Tari’ 
and the subgroups which exist in Goa region 
are not in existence in the coastal belt of 
Karnataka. 


Based on the facts described above, the 
case of Kharvi migration denotes ‘ inter-state 
migration streams’. This inter-state migration 
has occurred at two stages in three States i.e. 
between Gujarat and Goa and between Goa 
and Karnataka. Normally migration takes 


place mainly for prosperity or betterment. It - 


may also take place for vertical mobility or 
higher education. Like the usual occurrences 
of migration in India, the migration of Kharvis 
has occurred mainly for survival and the 
subsistence. Thus, theoretically the migration 
of Kharvis may be fitted into the ‘theory of 
Poverty-Induced Migration’. From the 
historical perspective, Since the Kharvi 
migration took place in earlier period this 
could also be called ‘ Slave Migration’ which 
is almost similar to poverty —induced. Slave 
migration takes place under the crises of 
floods, droughts, earthquakes, wars, riots 
etc. The povery —induced migration theory 
has been formulated by Shekhar Mukherji, a 
noted theoretician in migration 
studies.(2013:69). Whereas the Typology of 
slave migration has been developed and 
amplified by noted scholars in human 
migration, W.H. McNeill and M.S.A.Rao 
(Qtd.in Ravender Kumar Kaul: 2005: 15) 


Terminologically, the names ‘Kharwa’, 
‘Kharva’, ‘Kharavi’, ‘Kharvi’, are spelled and 
interpreted with slight difference in different 
records and regions. However, from the 
above literatures and studies, it is confirmed 
that these names have the same meaning 
derived from their traditional occupation. 
Etymologically, the Samskrita term ‘Kshar’: 
salt or salty, its corrupt form ‘Khar’, 
Portuguese term ‘Pesh’(Fish), ‘Malam’ or 
‘Sagarputra’ used in Gujarat (Means "Son of 
the Ocean") , all point at to Kharvis’ long 
association with salt water, sea and fishing 
occupation. 


Many elderly members of the Kharvi 
community also said during the group 
discussions that they have originally 
migrated from Gujarat to Goa and then came 
down to coastal Karnataka. A few 
respondents also said that their place of 
origin in Gujarat was the hills of Kharwa. A 
hypothetical reference about this place is 
also available in the Karnataka State 
Gazetteer of Udupi district (S.A.Jilani 
(ed.):2010:149). This interpretation may be 
accepted if confirmed with supporting 


historical documents. The current available 
historical documents and studies accepted 
by noted Historians, confirm that Kharvis 
have originally migrated from the coastal 
regions of Gujarat viz. Kutch, Khambayat and 


Sourashtra. 
RELATIONSHIP WITH GOA: 


In spite of long and permanent settlement of 
Kharvis in Coastal Karnataka, they have not 
given up their relationship with the place of 
origin ie Goa. However there is neither 
reciprocity nor any link with their original place 
Gujarat. The links with Goa are maintained by 
establishing marriage alliances, visiting or 
offering worships at their temples. In recent 
decades, the members of Kharvi community 
belonging to Goa and Karnataka frequently 
come together participating in their 
association activities under the banner of ‘All 
India Konkani Kharvi Mahajana Sabha’, a 
registered caste organization located at Trasi 
in Udupi district. In recent decades large 
numbers of Konkani Kharvis have migrated 
from coastal region to other parts of 
Karnataka for the purpose of education and 
employment. They are scattered in major 
urban areas of the state. The description 
regarding their habitats in other districts has 
been presented in the preceding chapter. 


OCCUPATIONS AND TRENDS 


Fishing is the main traditional occupation of 
Kharvis. Historical records and sources also 
reveal that Kharvis have been pursuing the 
occupation of fishing for a very long period. 
Though the modes of fishing are traditional, 
they have been increasingly supplemented 
by mechanized methods in recent decades. 
Traditionally women assist men in fishing 
operations such as shifting fishes from the 
boats to the vehicles or selling in the market. 
Occasionally women are also found fishing in 
the river using nets or collecting shell fishes. 
Kharvis are brave, hardworking, religious, 
god fearing, social and hospitable. Recently 
the shell fishing and shell trades are also 
becoming popular among them. Besides 


fishing, they are also engaged in other allied 
occupational activities like boat and ship 
building works. The knowledge of boat 
building works enabled many of them to take 


up carpentry works even outside coastal — 
region. However the present youths are more | 
attracted by modern jobs under the impact of 4 


modern education. A very few lawyers (about 


15), journalists ( about four to Six), engineers | 


(about 50), doctors (about 20), professors 


with doctorate degree ( three to four), writers . 
(three to four), film directors(two to three), | 
artistes (six to eight) are found today in — 


Konkani Kharvi community. Mr Gopala Kharvi 
and Mr Prakash Kharvi of Kodi Kanyana in 
Udupi district are the recipients of Guinness 
World Records and Limca Award respectively 
in the field of swimming. More information 
about the present occupations, both main 
and subsidiary based on survey data has 
been presented in the next chapter under part 
llof economic status. 


FAMILY, FAMILY NAMES AND POLITICAL 
SYSTEM 


Kharvi family is patriarchal where father or any 
elderly male member exercises rights and 
power over other members and the family 
property. Though the patriarchal joint family is 
predominant among Kharvis, it is being split 
into nuclear families these days. Their caste 
name ‘Kharvi’ is the common surname or 
family name which is suffixed in their names. 
Besides the surname ‘Kharvi’ the names 
Naik, Tandela, Pandit, Patel, Mesta, Hegade, 
Saranga, Sepai, Kanoji, Sarandikar are also 
used as surnames and to regulate marriage 
relations as well. The Konkani Kharvis who 
inhabit in Uttara Kannada district have the 
following surnames like Banavalekar, 
Kudtalkar, Jambavalkar, Gulekar, 
Surangekar, Palekar and Tandel. The family 
names Patel, Naiks, Hegade represent their 


position as headman of village governing 
council. 


James M Campbell observed that “ Each 
village has a committee of ‘Chaugulas’ 
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ki 


formed of the leading members of the 


a 


community under the presidency of a 
headman called ‘budvant’ or awise man. The 
‘pudvant’ decides all social disputes 
according to the opinion of the majority of the 
‘Chaugulas’, and refers difficult and 
contested questions to the ‘raut’ or trooper 
who is the head of the group of the villages. 
The ‘raut’ submits to the head of the Sringeri 
monastery any complicated question which 
he finds difficult to settle. The decisions of the 
heads of the caste are enforced by ‘Kolkars’ 
or messengers.”(1883/1991: 311) As Edgar 
Thurston observed “ Their headmen are 
called ‘Saranga’ or Patel, and these names 
are used as titles by members of the families 
of the headmen. The assistance to the 
headman is styled Naik or Naiker” (1909:281) 


Politically, Kharvi community is divided into 
several governing councils or internal 
administrative bodies called ‘ Vargh’. The 
headman of the ‘Vargh’ is called ‘Patel’ or 
‘Budvant’, whose office is hereditary. The 
Patel is assisted by two persons called 
‘Muktesars’. The term ‘Budyant ‘ is more 
popular among the Kharvis of Uttara 
Kannada District. Patel plays an important 
role in arranging ‘Holi’ festival and marriage 
ceremonies. In olden days the ‘Vargh’ also 
played an important role as a court of justice, 
in settling internal disputes or imposing 
punishments to those violating caste rules 
and customs. 


MARRIAGE; RITES AND RULES 


Kharvis observe ‘Dhaare’ (Pouring of water) 
form of marriage like those of many Hindus. 
Several purificatory rituals are observed 
before and during the marriage and the after. 
A Brahmin priest is invited to officiate at the 
marriage. Marriage is performed by 
observing several Vedic traditions. As a part 
of preliminary rituals of marriage, the Brahmin 
astrologers are consulted to ascertain the 
horoscope matching of bride and 
bridegroom. Often, offerings (Prasaada) 


received from the temple are verified with the 
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help of temple priest, in order to form 
marriage relationship. It is called ‘Prasaada 
Polaiche” in Kharvi dialect. The engagement 
of the marriage or betrothal (known as 
‘Sairik’) takes place at bride’s house. The 
mutual contract is confirmed by exchanging 
betel leaves between both the parties in the 
presence their ‘Patels’(Headmen). 


‘'Halad Pushche’ or Turmeric ritual or 
anointing bride and bridegroom with a paste 
(also called ‘Tairasa’) prepared by mixing 
turmeric and coconut milk in their respective 
houses is another purificatory ritual observed 
on the previous day evening of marriage day. 
After this ritual, if shaving ritual is performed 
for the bridegroom by a barber, the bride is 
beautified with new glass bangles by a 
traditional woman bangle seller. Since it is 
auspicious, this ritual is known as ‘Muhoorta 
Kaankan”. A bride also has to perform several 
domestic works related rituals on the 
previous day of actual wedding, such as 
grinding black gram manually on grinding 
stone (‘Uddaa Moorth’), threshing the paddy 
with a flail (| Baath Kaandche.), forming an 
oven with mud (‘Raandan Moorth’), boiling 
milk etc. The well is also worshiped (‘Baain 
Poojo’) symbolically as worship of ‘Ganga’ 
river. These preliminary functional rituals 
indicate the beginning of family life and 
remind the future responsibilities. 


On the day of marriage, the figure of cobra is 
made with rice or wheat powder (Maida) and 
worshiped — by pouring milk on it which is 
known as ‘Naagaak Dood Vatchte’. This ritual 
is observed for the protection against evil 
spirits, smooth marital life and for fertility. The 
system of dowry (‘Daeni’/ ‘ Dyaani’) has not 
gained much importance in Kharvi Marriage. 
However while handing over bride to the 
groom's parents, in the presence of Patel, as 
a ceremonial farewell ( known as ‘Hoklaeek 
Haateer Galche’), a groom prize which 
consists bowl, plate, big water pot, tumbler, 
Small metal pot, standing lamp and five 
coconut saplings, is given as gift to 
bridegroom. It is known as ‘Baluvali Divche’ in 


their dialect. Rice (Taandoola’) and rice 
‘mura’ (known as Taangla Moodo’) (A 40Kg 
measure for grain) are important articles used 
at the marriage ceremony. In olden days the 
bridegroom was made to sit in the marriage 
pedal, only on rice ‘mura’, which today has 
undergone a change. 


There are also ritual acts observed in the form 
of games and competitions after the 
marriage ceremony. These ritual acts are 
performed as per the direction of Patel. A 
competition called ‘Muddee Kel’ is 
conducted in which both the families have to 
compete in picking up a gold ring repeatedly 
five times, dropped in the turmeric water 
(‘Haladi Udaak’) in a vessel. The winning 
team gets the ring. Another game that they 
play is ‘hide and seek’. In this game called ° 
Hoklaek Lipoche’ the bride is hidden by her 
women relatives and the bridegroom has to 
search her and pluck flowers worn by her, as a 
proof. This game is played three times 
repeatedly. The bridegroom is made fun of, 
by the assembled relatives, if he is not able to 
seek the bride. The hide and seek ritual is 
observed in relatives’ group as a 
brainstorming exercise, in order to remove 
inhibitions between bride and bride groom 
and to strengthen the bond among the 
relatives. However, many traditional rites and 
rituals of Kharvi marriage are in the process of 
transformation today. 


RELIGION, RITUALS AND FESTIVALS 


Deities and Worship: Kharvis worship several 
gods and goddesses like those of majority 
Hindus. However, worship of female or 
mother deity is very significant among them. 
They generally consider mother deity as their 
pantheon god or family deity. Each family 
worships its own deity resided inGoa. James 
M Campbell in his official report on Konkan 
Kharvis published in 1883, observes that 
‘their family goddess is Kantradevi, ( 
Corrected version-'Katyayanidevi’) also 
called Baneshvari, (Corrected version- 
‘Baneshwara’) whose temple is in Aursa 


(Corrected version-Aversa) near Ankola.” But 
in the present day society, Kharvi families are 
divided as far as worship of family deity is 
concerned. The important deities 
worshipped, predominantly Goan, are ~ 
Ramanath, Mangesha, Mahalasa Narayani, 
Kathyayani Bhaneshwara, Kundedari, 
Shanteri Kamakshi, Chakreshwari, 
Laxmiravalanatha, Mahankali, Jaambavaii. 
Durgaparameshwari, Srirama, 
Jattigeshwara, Kutumeshwara, Maruti, 
Lingeshwara, and many locally worshipped 
evil deities, Spirits, ghosts such as 
Marikambha, Haiguli, Kallukutuka, Panjurli, 
Chikku, Jattiga, Naga Jattiga, Babbaria, 
Yakshewari, and so on. Among the mother 
deities, there are many sea related deities. 
They have constructed their own temples at 
different places in coastal Karnataka. (The 
detailed list is given in the appendix No 4) 


Kharvis consider the head of Shringeri Mutt in 
Karnataka as their spiritual teacher. This has 
been noted by James M Campbell also. He 
points out that “Their religious teacher is the 
head of the Smart (corrected version 
—Smarta) monastery at Shringeri in west 
maisur (corrected version-Mysuru) and they 
pay him titches (correction- Offerings or 
tribute (?), through the manager of the temple 
of Mahabaleshvar at Gokarn in Kumta (ibid)” 
E. Thurston has also made this reference in 
his report on Kharvi. (1909:280) 


Rites and Rituals: Kharvis observe different 
types of pre-natal, post-natal rituals which are 
almost similar to the rituals observed by other 
Hindus. The ritual pollution is observed for 11 
days on account of child birth in the family. On 
the 12th day, the mother of the infant has to go 
outside and touch the well as a part of ritual 
purification ceremony. This ritual of touching 
or physical contact of the well is called 
‘Baanyak Happudche.’ Earlier, when a girl 
comes of age and has her first menstruation, 
was separated for four days due to pollution. 
She attains partial ritual purity on the fifth day 
after offering worship to the village temple. 
She attains complete ritual purity after 
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observing a ‘Homa’ or fire worship (Known as 
‘ Shuddakaar Hom’) with the help of a 
Brahmin priest. Often this ritual is also 
observed on the previous day of the 
marriage. However, this ritual has almost 
disappeared in today’s society. 


Among Kharvis, the pollution of death is 
observed for eleven days. Although normally, 
the dead body is cremated, in certain 
lineages like Nayaks, Patels, or maternity 
_ related deaths of women, the dead persons 
are buried. They also observe the death 
anniversaries of deceased as per Hindu 
traditions. 


Festivals and Celebrations: They observe 
different types of festivals usually celebrated 
by Hindus like Deepavali, Tulasi Pooja, 
Ganesha Chaturthi, Navaratri (Dasara), 
Rama Navami, Nagara Panchami, Noola 
Hunnime, ChandramanayYugadi, Holi, 
Samudra Pooja (Worship of Sea) etc. Of all 
the festivals celebrated, the Holi festival is the 
most important one, observed annually 
during the month of march with much vigour 
and zeal. Kharvis call it ‘ Hulae Parab’. 
However, the Kharvis who inhabit around 
Bengre in Mangaluru, call Holi festival as 
‘Sigmo’ which in Konkani means festival. It is 
celebrated for the worship of Lord Shiva. It is 
the festival of entire community where all the 
men and women. of Kharvi families 
participate in it. Different Holi teams 
(‘Pongod’ ) are formed in their settlements. 
The troupes after offering worship at the 
temple, visit houses performing dances by 
Singing Holi songs in their dialect (Called 
‘Sainvara’) and beating drums. A few men 
and women participants also perform oracles 
at dance as the representation of deities. The 
Holi dance ends with burning a heap of grass 
as a symbol of ‘Kamadahana’. The grass is 
placed around an areca nut pole erected in 
front of the temple. At the closing of Holi 
festival, the participants perform stick dance, 
Carrying areca nut pole and then reiurn to 
their respective homes. 
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Sacred Thread Observance: It is also 
observed during group discussions and 
interviews that the practice of wearing sacred 
thread exists among Kharvis. It is also 
observed that the sacred thread is offered to 
sea god for seeking His/Her blessings, 
before actually beginning the fishing work. It 
is Offered to the sea along with betel leaves 
and areca nut by a group of Kharvi men as a 
part of sea worship for the prosperity of 
fishing operations. Thus the sacred thread is 
a very significant article found in their 
religious ritual. This custom points at to the 
influence of Sankritization. However they do 
not observe a sacred thread ceremony or 
‘Brahmopadesham’ ritual as found among 
Brahmins and other Dwijas (twice born 
castes) in India. However, Large number of 
Kharvi men wear sacred thread on the day of 
‘Noola Hunnime’ (Full moon day of the 
months August — September) The men who 
belong to the lineages of Patel and Nayak 
wear sacred thread permanently and others 
wear it for four or five days only. However, this 
custom of wearing sacred thread is observed 
for every male member on the day of his 
marriage. As E Thurston observes, “Those 
who are not engaged in fishing always wear 
the sacred thread, whereas the fishermen 
wear it for seven days from the Sravana 
Hunnami, or fullmoon day of the month 
Sravana (August- September), and then 
remove it” (op.cit.) 


CASTE ORGANIZATIONS AND 
LEADERSHIP 


Kharvis are organized into several caste 
associations and groups. Caste 
organizations have been established at 
different places where their settlements exit. 
The “All India Konkani Kharvi Mahajana 
Sabha’ a registered organization is 
considered as the parent body of all caste 
organizations of Kharvi community. Its 
registered office is situated at Gangolli and 
the administrative office functions at Trasi in 
Kundapur Taluk of Udupi district. This 


~ organization is very active in organizing 


constructive programmes for the welfare and 
wellbeing of its people. In 1979, it had 
conducted a big convention at Kundapur to 
discuss the current issues of the community. 
One of the current demands Oi ine 
community is to include them in the list of 
Scheduled tribe. This matter is discussed in 
almost all the meetings convened by the 
organization. Deliberations regarding ST 
reservation have also been submitted to the 
government, by the organization. However 
the follow-up of this work is creeping. So far 
there are no educational institutions run by 
the organization or any person from the 
Kharvi community. 


BUSINESS FIRMS, FINANCIAL AND HEALTH 
INSTITUTIONS 


There are no major business firms run by 
Kharvis. A very few small scale business 
establishments, of which a few fishing related 
are found. A very few co-operative societies 
including fishing and women related are 
found in Udupi and Uttara Kannada district. 
The health related institutions owned by 
Kharvis are also meager. 


PRESENT KHARVI YOUTHS 


The present youths are gradually being 
exposed to modern education. A very few 
could take up medical and technical 
education. They are not exposed to 
competitive examinations of both state and 
central governments. However the Kharvi 
traditional occupations are also not attracted 
by the present youth. 


NEED FOR THE SURVEY 


sociologically or Social Anthropologically, as 
a distinct, migrant and marginalized fisher 
folk, ‘Kharvis’ have been hitherto neither 
studied nor surveyed in large scale. The 
cultural map or atlas of India is so vast and 
significant that there are many communities 
or areas which have been left unexplored. 


S.C. Dube, a noted Indian Sociologist, points 


out that primarily agricultural economy 
of India, ceriain other occupations such as 


fishing, cattle-breeding and itinerant trading 
also command importance. These economic 
spheres have not always been studied — 
consistently and in depth. The information on 
herders, cattle breeders and itinerant traders 
is scanty and meager. The picture is 
somewhat brighter for fisher folk. There have 
been several studies of marine fishing — 
communities of Bengal, Orissa, Andhra 
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Maharashtra — 
and Gujarat, which if taken together, provide 
access to India’s nineteen lakhs traditional 
fisher folk who are distributed over two 
thousand settlements and account for 70 
percent of the country’s marine catch. This 
growing body of literature will be valuable 
input into the emerging global perspective on 
the economy and culture of fisher folk” 
(1993:V). It is clear from Dube’s observations 
that the in depth studies on the fisher folk of 
Karnataka have not been either carried out or 
scanty. Thus, there is dearth of adequate 
literature on fishing communities of 
Karnataka. From this perspective, the 
present survey on Kharvis is very significant. 


Kharvis who inhabit in coastal districts of 
Karnataka State viz Dakshina Kannada, 
Udupi and Uttara Kannada, are in large 
number. Fishing being their main occupation, 
their settlements are more concentrated on 
the sea shore of coastal districts of 
Karnataka. However, they are socially, 
culturally and economically a distinct group 
among the fishing castes and communities in 
India. They are socially, economically and 
educationally backward and politically, not 
well organized. This survey makes an attempt 
to explore their socio-economic conditions 
and cultural life with special reference to 
South Coastal Karnataka and Karnataka 
State in general. 


The present survey of this kind is the second 
Project undertaken and sponsored by the 
World Konkani Centre (WKC) situated in 
Mangaluru. WKC is well recognized and 


acclaimed agency working for the promotion 
of Konkani people, 
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their language and culture. As a socially 
concerned and committed Non 
Governmental Organization (NGO), it also 
undertakes large scale surveys and 
documentations on the socio-economic 
conditions of different Konkani speaking 
castes, tribes and religions of this region. 
Encouraged by the responses received for 
the maiden project undertaken in 2014, on 
Kudubi tribes, the WKC ventured to take up 
the present fact finding Survey on Kharvis 
with commitment and accountability. Knarvis 
inhabit in coastal districts of Karnataka in 
particular and Karnataka state in general. The 
present survey enables us to gain deeper 
understanding of Kharvi community and their 
~ socio-economic conditions. It also facilitates 
us to gain knowledge about the community 
from the human development concerns and 
humanistic perspectives.Based on survey 
results, it is also intended to find out 
immediate problems of the community and 
provide factual information for needful action. 
Through the identification of key issues, 
suitable remedial measures could be initiated 
for their welfare and development. The 
present large scale survey on Konkani 
Kharvis of the state, will certainly throw more 
light on their socio-economic conditions. 
Survey also enables us to make an evaluation 
and a comparative study on Kharvis with 
other backward migrants of this region. Apart 
from its benefits to NGOs, Voluntary 
Organizations (VOs), Action Groups (AGs) 
etc, the information provided would be useful 
to the government, planners, policy makers, 
administrators, researchers, activists and the 
general readers. 


Above all, like any other social survey, the 
present survey too can make a very 
significant contribution to the growth of 
knowledge in Social Sciences. This Survey 
has a very significant interdisciplinary 
relevance. The findings will be a contribution 
to Sociology of Marginalized 
Groups/Backward Castes/Classes, 


Development Economics, Sociology of - 


Inclusion-Exclusion Studies, Sociology of 
Diaspora Studies, Social Anthropology, 
Sociology of Development, Developmental 
Studies and other related domains. The 
present report would also be very significant 
document as it has been prepared 
scientifically by adopting survey methods, 
techniques and tools. The findings will also 
be useful for future references and studies. 


OBJECTIVES OF THE SURVEY 


The present survey being Socio-economic in 
nature, aims to explore and assess the 
demographic characteristics of Kharvi 
community. The survey also explores the 
Social, educational, economic and health 
conditions of the community besides 
unraveling their immediate problems and 
needs. 


The following are the specific objectives of 
the present survey. 


1] To gather materials regarding their origin 
migration, marriage customs, family system, 
religious practices, rites and rituals, festivals, 
caste organization, governing bodies, their 
major institutions, firms and so on. 


2| To gather information about demographic 
characteristics of Knarvi community such as 
settlement patterns, area of residence, age, 
marital status of the head of the family, and 
family composition. 


3] To seek awareness of Kharvis about 
governmental schemes and benefits and the 
extent of their utilization by them. Survey also 
seeks their opinions, attitudes and 
expectations regarding governmental and 
non-governmental programmes. 


4] To evaluate the health status of Kharvis; 
explore the problem of illness and health care 
practices. 


5] To examine and explore the educational 
status of Kharvis and its related problems. 


6] To gather and examine data pertaining to 
the economic status of Kharvis covering 
economic conditions such as occupation 


patterns, income, saving, investments, 
assets, minimum facilities available in 
families, housing conditions, house 
ownership, land holdings etc. It also intends 
to provide information about thelr 
transactions and utilization of various 
financial units and institutions. 


Tools and Methods: 


This survey on Kharvis based on fieldwork, 
addresses their conditions in Karnataka state 
in general and its coastal region in particular. 
The discussions and analysis are focused on 
two main areas viz Social and economic 
conditions. For exploring facts, data on 
different variables have been collected. Data 
are mainly drawn from primary sources and 
for additional information and comparison; 
certain secondary sources have also been 
consulted. 


The preliminary preparations of the survey 
Started with Konkani Kharvi develooment 
workshop, was held on 4th and Sth February 
2013 at World Konkani Centre, Mangaluru 
under the Chairmanship of its president. The 
project director appointed earlier for Kudubi 
survey project has been continued for the 
present survey on Kharvis. Besides providing 
orientation to the Kharvi representatives on 
31st May 2013 regarding the survey, a 
workshop has been conducted at the centre 
on 11th May 2014 in connection with drafting 
of interview schedule. A participatory 
research method has been adopted in the 
design of present survey with personal 
interviews, informal meetings: Jaind 
discussions. 


A pre-coded questionnaire/schedule was 
drafted and 84 youths from the Konkani 
Kharvi community have been selected as 
survey enumerators/field workers. Two 
Capacity building workshops with duration of 
two days each have been Organized in June 
2014. These workshops provided an 
Opportunity to answer questions on different 
aspects of the survey and enabled to foster 
survey related exchanges between project 


executives, Kharvi leaders, representatives 
and enumerators. Workshops also enabled 
us to discuss about the problems, 
development strategies, confidence gaining 
and involvement of Kharvi leaders and youths 
in the survey. They have also been given 
orientation and training on how the 
questionnaires/schedules are to be 


administered. The pretesting of 


questionnaire was also undertaken on them 


with briefing of purpose and intentions of — 


questions constructed in the questionnaire in 
these two capacity-building workshops. 


The leaders, office bearers and members of 
“All India Konkani Kharvi Mahajana Sabha” a 
registered caste organization, were actively 
involved in the workshops for helo and 
monitoring of field works. Group discussions 
with Kharvi leaders have also been 
conducted by the project director at three 
different places viz Trasi, Kodi Kanyana and 
Brahmavar in Udupi district, based on the 
questionnaires administered for gathering 
factual and qualitative data of the Kharvi 
community. A sizable number of Kharvi 
leaders participated in the group discussions 
and relevant data and information have been 
collected. 


The fieldworks were meticulously co- 
ordinated and supervised by the Asst director 
of WIKL under the guidance and direction of 
the project director. The fieldwork was 
conducted in 47 villages, towns and 
settlements in Karnataka state covering 6226 
families. The total duration taken for fieldwork 
was two months i.e. from July to August 2014. 
After the fieldwork, the data entry works have 
been done electronically in November 2014 
with the help of 15 Kharvi enumerators who 
have computer knowledge. The data have 
been processed and tabulated in 
accordance with the requirements of the 
various aspects of the survey. The data have 
been arranged in the frequency tables and 
charts electronically from December 2015 to 
October 2016, with the assistance of SPSS 
expert. Based on the statistically computed 
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data and materials, the results of the analyses 

have been interpreted and on this basis, the 
survey report has been finalized in another 
twelve months. 


Setting of the Survey- An Overview of 
Karnataka State 


The setting of the survey presents a 
description about the area or the universe of 
survey. The area of present survey covers 
entire Karnataka State. India consists of 29 
'States and Seven Union Territories. 
Karnataka is in south western region with 
Arabian Sea coastlines. The state was 
formed and reorganized on linguistic basis 
on 1st November 1956. It has an area of 
191,980 Kms. Bengaluru (formerly 
Bangalore) is the capital city of the state well 
known for its software industry, 
biotechnology, tourism and education. The 
state is divided into 30 districts for 
administrative purpose. Though Kannada is 
the state official language, there are several 
minor languages spoken in different parts of 
the state such as Konkani, Tulu, Kodagu, 
Urdu, Beary, Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, 
Marathi, and different tribal dialects. The state 
is well connected with airways, road, railways 
and sea. It is a fast developing and 
prosperous state like many other states of 
southern or northern India. As per 2011 
census the literacy rate of the state is 75.60 
percent with male literacy 82.85 percent and 
the female 68.13 percent. ‘Dasara’ is the 
most important festival celebrated annually in 
Mysuru with state sponsorship. 


An Overview of South Coastal Karnataka; 
Dakshina Kannada, Udupi and Uttara 
Kannada districts: 


Although the area of survey happens to be 
Karnataka state, the area of South Coastal 
Karnataka is significant for the reasons that 
the population of Konkani Kharvis is more in 
this region and secondly the direction of their 
migration from Goan region was towards 
South coastal districts of Karnataka viz. 
Uttara Kannada Udupi and Dakshina 


Kannada districts. An overview of these three 
districts is presented as under. 


Dakshina Kannada: 


Dakshina Kannada District is situated on the 
western coast of India. It falls on coastal belt 
of Karnataka State. It is one of the 30 districts 
in Karnataka state. It was formed on 24th 
August 1997 created out of the earlier 
Dakshina Kannada (erstwhile South Kanara) 
with five taluks viz. Mangaluru (Old British 
influenced corrupt form formerly used 
‘Mangalore’), Bantwal, Putturu, Belthangadi 
and Sullia. Area wise, Belthangadi (1375 
sq.km.) is the biggest taluk in the District. 


The District is well connected with air, 
railways, road (Highways, State, District, and 
Panchayat roads) and sea. As per 2001 
census, the total population of the District is 
18, 97,730. The male population is 938434 
and women population is 959296. The total 
population increased to 20, 89,649 in 2011 
census. The men population is 1054935 and 
women population is 1034714. The growth 
rate is 9.4 percent. As per 2009-10 figures, 
there were 362216 families in the district. The 
district has 60 km long Arabian Sea. 
Mangalore being the city corporation is the 
district headquarters of Dakshina Kannada. 
The district has four Municipalities and three 
Town Panchayats. The sex ratio is 1022 
females per 1000 males(2001census). It 
reduced to 1018 in 2011 census.The density 
of population is 416 per sq.kms. The 
Mangalore taluk is the most densely (1048 
per sq kms.) populated taluk in the district. 
The percentage of urban population to the 
total population is 38. The per-capita income 
of the district (as per 2005-6 figures) is Rs 
42,338. (The per-capita income of the State is 
Rs 41,513). 


As far as the scheduled tribe (ST) population 
is concerned, their population in rural sector 
is 54440 in which 27171 are men and 27269 
are women. The ST population in urban areas 
is only 8,496 in the district. The percentage of 


~ SCand ST population is 10 in the district. 


As per 2001 census figures, the total literacy 
in the district was 79.7 percent. The men 
literacy was 87.1 and women literacy was 
72.7 percent. The urban literacy Is 
89.1percent and urban men literacy is 93.8 
percent and women, itis 77.2 percent. On the 
contrary, in rural district, it is 83.4 percent, 
rural men literacy is 89.7 percent, and women 
literacy is 77.2 percent. The total literacy rate 
rose to 83.40 percent (89.7% Men and 
women literacy 77.2 percent) as per 2009-10 
statistics. It increased to 88.62 percent as per 
2011 census, which is the highest in the state. 
The percentage of children out of school, in 
the 6-14 age group is only 0.03. 


As per 2009-10 statistics, there are 71 
government hospitals in the district. The 
number of doctors per 10000 populations is 
seven and the number of beds per 10000 is 
55. There are 6997 old age pensioners, 
11281 disabled pensioners, 24779 widow 
pensioners and 16091 ‘Sandya Suraksha’ 
beneficiaries in the district. 


The district has 36 rain gauge stations. The 
normal rainfall is 3912 mm.(1941-70). 
However, the actual rainfall is 3777mm as per 
the record maintained in 2009. The total rainy 
days inthe district is 125. The average ground 
water level as per 2009 figures, is 9.07 mtrs. 
Paddy is the staple crop of the district. The 
other cereals and pulses grown are minor 
millets, grams, tur etc. Areca nut, cashew nut, 
coconut, banana, sugarcane, coco, rubber 
are also grown as commercial crops in the 
district. According to 2009-10 figures, total 
200 farmers had engaged in the occupation 
of sericulture in the district. The total value of 
Produced silk was 7.25200 lakhs. 
Nevertheless, the percentage of non- 
agriculture workers to the total is 90 and the 
agriculture laborers to the total main workers 
are SIX percent. 


As per 2010 figures, there are 423 industries 
in the district, out of which 23 are chemical, 48 
are engineering, and 352 are the other 
industries. There are 354 commercial banks, 


46 Grameena banks and 39 other banks in 
the district. There are 47 Co-operation and 
District Agriculture Marketing banks and 687 
other co-operative banks. There are 114 
agricultural and 347 milk producers co- 
operative societies in the district. 52625 
women in the district had membership in 
3638 Self-Help groups. 


Udupi District: 


Like Dakshina Kannada District, Udupi 
District is also situated on the western coast 
of India. It falls on coastal belt of Karnataka 
State. It is one of the 30 districts in Karnataka 
state. It was formed on 24th August 1997 
created out of the earlier Dakshina Kannada 
(erstwhile South Kanara) with three taluks viz. 
Udupi, which is also the District Head 
Quarters, Karkala and Kundapura. 


Based on Udupl DIStrrer iaiuinan 
Development Report (Udupi District HRD- 
2008) published by Planning, Programme 
Monitoring and Statistics Department, 
Government of Karnataka and Udupi Zilla 
Panchayat in 2008 and Census records, 
some demographic information, more 
specifically the population and education and 
health have been presented here. According 
to 2001 Census, the total population of Udupi 
district was 11.12 lakh, of which 5.22 lakh 
were males and 5.90 lakh females. As per 
2011 census, the total population of the 
district is 11, 77,361.The number of men is 
9,62,131 and women are 6,15,231. Male 
-female ratio of 1000:1130 is one of the 
highest in the state as per 2001 census and it 
decreased to 1094 in 2011 census. As per 
2011 census, only 0.2 percent of population 
has no electric connections at home and only 
34 percent of people have cooking gas 
connections. Still 63.5 percent of population 
Is using firewood as fuel. 12.8 percent of 
people do not have toilet facility at home. 


Out of 11.12 lakh population, rural population 
was 9.6 lakh (82%) and urban 2.06(1 8%). The 
district has the lowest percentage of 
Scheduled castes (SCs) and Scheduled 
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Tribes (STs).As per the 2001 Census ,the SC 
population was 0.68 lakh and the ST,0.42 
lakh. Of the total SC population,83% live in 
rural areas and 17 % in urban sectors. Of the 
total ST population, 86 percent live in villages 
and 14 percent in urban sectors.Of the total 
population of the district, Udupi tatuk has the 
highest percentage of SC(44) and ST(48) 
population. The district has 90 km. long 
coastal belt, which provides good scope for 
fisheries in Udupi and Kundapur tatuks. The 
high literacy rate and persistence 
unemployment, particularly educated 


unemployment, led people seek employment 
outside the district. This resulted in 
_ remittance-driven growth in the district. 


LITERACY AND EDUCATION 


As per 2001 census the district had literacy 
rate of 81.25 percent: ranks third in the state. 
It increased to 86.29 percent in 2011 census. 
The literacy rate among males was 88.23% 
and females 75.19%.In rural areas, the 
literacy rate was 79.19% and urban areas 
89.47%.(2001) 


Uttara Kannada District: 


Uttara Kannada district (formerly Kanara and 
North Kanara) exits on the northern part of the 
coastal region of Karnataka. It is bordered by 
the state of Goa. Karwar is the District 
headquarters. It is known for natural port and 
scenic beauty. The other ports are Belkeri, 
Tadvi, Kumta, Honnavara and Bhatkala. The 
district is divided into 12 taluks viz. Karawr, 
Supa(Joida), Haliyala, Yallapura, Mundgod, 
Sirsi, Siddapura, Bhatkala, Honnavara, 
Kumta, Ankola and Dandeli. Uttara Kannada 
is also known for Nuclear Power plant, a 
power generating station situated at Kaiga 
- Village near Kali River. Uttara Kannada was 
within Bombay province till 1956, before the 
reorganization of states on linguistic basis. 
The district has along coastal line of 140 kms 
in length. It is well connected to prominent 
Cities of India through Konkan Railway. 
Murudeshwara, Banavasi ,Karwar, 
Mundugod, Gokarna Supa dam are some of 
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the famous tourist places of the district. 


According to 2011 census, it has a population 
of 14366847.The density of population was 
140 per square km. It has a sex ratio of 995 
females per 1000 males. 84 percent with 90 
percent of male and 78 percent of female 
population are literates here. The state 
language Kannada is a predominant 
language. Marathi and Konkani languages 
are also spoken widely with Navayati Konkani 
spoken by the Muslims in Bhatkala and 
Surrounding areas in the district. Kharvis are 
predominantly concentrated in Karwar, Sirs! 
»siddapura, Kumta, Tadadi Manki, Bhatkala, 
Honnavara, Mundugod, bBelikeri, Aversa, 
Ankola, Manjagodi, Belambaru and nearby 
areas in the district. Siddi, Kunabi (called Atte 
Kunabi), Halakki, Vokkaliga, Gonda, and 
Gouli are the main tribes of the district. 


Limitations of Survey 


1] Though Kharvis also inhabit in Goa state, a 
few migrant families are also found in 
Mumbai and Poona, the present survey is 
confined only to Karnataka State. Similarly 
the present survey has been conducted 
specifically on Konkani speaking Kharvis of 
the State called ‘Konkani Kharvis’ and not the 
other Kharvis like Harikantas who speak 
Kannada as their mother tongue. 


2| The scope and areas of Socio-Economic 
and Human Development are very 
comprehensive. Hence there are multiple 
variables, parameters and development 
indicators. In the present survey, the variables 
and parameters that have been selected and 
adopted are in accordance with the needs, 
requirements and nature of the Konkani 
Kharvi community. 


3] It is a general and widespread survey 
confined to Karnataka state. Though, in this 
survey the entire Konkani Kharvi community 
is studied in a general way, due to certain 
constraints, the enumerators/fieldworkers 
could not cover a few houses that are locked 


__ or those situated in hills and deep forests at 


distant places. 


Scheme of the Survey 
The survey report contains the following three 
chapters. 


Chapter |, by way of introductory note 
provides details about Kharvi community; 
their historical background and socio- 
religious systems, need for survey on 
Kharvis, a broad framework of objectives of 
Survey, Tools and methods adopted in the 
survey, setting of the survey i.e. describing an 
overview of area of survey viz. Karnataka 
State, Dakshina Kannada and Udupi 
districts. Limitations of the survey have also 
been given and at the end, there is scheme of 
the report. 


Chapter Il presents the Socio-economic 
conditions of Kharvis with major findings. 


Chapter Ill highlights concluding remarks 
and observations with recommendations. 


The appendices include list of acronyms and 
initials used in the report, glossary of certain 
terms and concepts, list of the names of - 
fieldworkers/enumerators, list of achievers. 
among Kharvis, list of Knarvi temples and the 
Interview schedule administered. The 
illustrations of Kharvi people with pictorial 
profile have also been incorporated in the 
report. 
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Area of Survey: 
Villages and Settlements of Kharvis in 
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Area of Survey: 
Villages and Settlements of Kharvis in 


Udupi and Dakshina Kannada Districts 
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Glimpses of Conclave of Kharvi Community Leaders, 


Community Development and Intangible Cultural Heritage Workshop 
4-5, February 2013, World Konkani Centre, Mangaluru 





















Inauguration of Konkani Kharvi Community Development Workshop Shri K. B. Kharvi, President, All India Konkani Kharvi Mahajan Sabha, 
by Shri Ramadas Kamath U. Chairman, Vishwa Konkani Scholarship Fund welcoming the delegates and guests to the workshop. 








Keynote speech by Shri T. V. Mohandas Pai, Patron Trustee, 
World Konkani Centre, Mangaluru 








Speech b 





Speec Py Shri Mohan Bhanavalikar, Vice President, ‘ Deliberations of the Workshop, speech by Shri Umanath Gangolli, 
AI India Konkani Kharvi Mahajan Sabha Secretary, All India Konakni Kharvi Mahajan Sabha 
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f 
» Glimpses of Conclave of Kharvi Community Leaders, 


» Community Development and Intangible Cultural Heritage Workshop 
) 4-5, February 2013, World Konkani Centre, Mangaluru 





Leaders of Konkani Kharvi Community with resource persons and mentors 





A 
Vorid Ko 





Tf 


The community leaders presenting the outcome of the Community Development workshop to Shri T. V. Mohandas Pai 
Shri Basti Vaman Shenoy, President, World Konkani Centre, Shri Ramadas Kamath U. Chairman, Vishwa Konkani Student Scholarship Fund 
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Glimpses of Kharvi Community Leaders and Volunteers at, 


Workshop for Drafting of Interview Schedule 
11th May 2014, World Konkani Centre, Mangaluru 





Inauguration of Workshop on Construction of Interview Schedule by Inaugural Address by Shri Basti tel Se 
Shri Basti Vaman Shenoy, President, World Konkani Centre, Mangaluru President, World Konkani Centre, Mangaluru 





eynote address by Dr. Y. Ravindranath Rao, eminent Sociologist and Address by Shri K. B. Kharvi, President, 
Virector of Konkani Kharvi Socio Economic Survey 


All India Konkani Kharvi Mahajan Sabha 
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Feedback by Participants 
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Glimpses of Workshop on Pre-Testing of Interview Schedule, Fieldwork Training and 


Capacity Building of Kharvi Youth 


7-8 and 14-15, June 2014, World Konkani Centre, Mangaluru 


sry BUILDIN 
PACT HARVI iels 





Inauguration of Second Camp of Capacity Building Programme of Konkani 
Kharvi Youth by CA Giridhar Kamath, Convener, KSHAMATA 





Inauguration of First Camp of Capacity Building Programme of Konkani 
Kharvi Youth by Shri Basti Vaman Shenoy 





Address by CA Giridhar Kamath, Chief Resource person and convener 


Inaugural Address by Shri Basti Vaman Shenoy, 
KSHAMATA, World Konkani Centre, Mangaluru 


President, World Konkani Centre, Mangaluru 





Participated Konakni Kharvi Youth Participated Konakni Kharvi Youth 


Glimpses of 


Field Survey Conduc 
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Socio-Economic Conditions 
of Kharvis — Major Findings 


This chapter makes an attempt to 
investigate and analyse the socio-economic 
conditions of Kharvis with reference to 
Dakshina Kannada and Udupi districts of 
south coastal Karnataka. The first part of the 
chapter interprets the demographic profile 
and the social conditions of Kharvi 
Community. In order to present the 
demographic profile and social conditions, 
the subunits such as marital status, sex, and 
age composition of Kharvis, their region 
and settlement patterns, family composition 
are discussed and interpreted. The related 
subunits such as educational status of 
Kharvis, their buying capacity, awareness 
and newspapers reading habit are 
explored here. In order to investigate the 
health conditions of Kharvis, the variables 
like availability of lavatory facilities, incident 
of deaths, causes of death, fishing related 
accidents and deaths, rescue operations 
and compensations obtained, use of 
narcotic substances are assessed here. The 
opinions, expectations utilization patterns, 
attitude of Kharvis, towards governmental 
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and non-governmental schemes and 
benefits have also been explored in the 
present chapter. 


The second part of the chapter investigates 
the economic status of Kharvis. It discusses 
the economic conditions such as the 
occupational patterns, income level, type 
and possession of ration card, saving habits 
and investments of Kharvis. Their assets, 
possession of lavatories at home, house 
ownership, housing conditions, land 
holding patterns, type of fuel used at home, 
availability of electricity at home, means of 
transport available at home, electronic 
devices available at home, household 
articles available at home and possession of 
gold by them are also discussed and 
estimated here. An assessment on 
economic institutions and units such as 
ownership of business firms, shops, and 
financial institutions by Kharvis, is made in 
this chapter. The mode of transactions and 
dealings Kharvis enter in such financial 
institutions is also investigated. 


|. Social and Demographic Profile 


The following text furnishes a comprehensive demographic description and social conditions of 


Kharvis. 
Gender of Respondents 


Table 2.1: Gender wise Distribution of Knarvi Respondents 





SI.No Gender Number Percentage 
1 Male 1699 “BEBO aa 
2 Female 4527 » Te tO 
Total 6226 10000" 


As shown in the above table, out of 6226 
heads of the families interviewed, the majority 
4527 (72.7 percent) are females and about 
one forth i.e. 1699 (27.3 percent) of 
respondents obtained, are males. It may be 
inferred here that large numbers of men were 
not available at their homes during 
investigators’ visits. Besides, those heads of 


the families who are single, widows, divorced — 
or separated, are also included in the total 
number of female respondents.(See also 
table 2.4) The drawing of majority 
responses and data, drawn from women 
respondents is the unique feature of the 
present survey. 


Chart 3.1: Distribution of Respondents According to Sex 





District wise Distribution 


As the universe of survey Comprises entire 
Karnataka State, seven Prominent districts 
Nave been surveyed, where Konkani Kharvis 
are more concentrated. Of the total seven 
districts surveyed, the three south coastal 
districts viz. Dakshina Kananda, Udupi and 
Uttara Kananda appear to be very significant, 
not only for their number, but for the direction 


of early migration that occurred from Goa to 
Coastal Karnataka. 


The details presented in the table 2.2 unravel 


Female 





Male 


that the greater majority i.e 95.8 percent of 
Kharvis live in Coastal belt of the state and 
very small number i.e 4.2 percent of them are 
scattered outside of the coastal region. 
Shivamogga being the immediate 
neighbouring district of Udupi and Uttara 
Kannada, has 162 families of Kharvis, is 
Slightly higher than the number of families 
which exit in Dakshina Kannada District. The 
Survey reveals that as Shivamoggais close to 
these two districts, large number of migrants 


30 


eo CU 















from these two districts is found in is educationally, IT/BT industrially and 
shivamogga district. Similarly the districts politically a very important city. The district 
Dharawada and Belagavi are in close _ wise investigation on Kharvis also indicates 
proximity to Uttara Kannada. Hence 16 __ that the data gathered from coastal region of 
‘migrant Kharvi families are found here. And the state are vital and noteworthy in the 
85 families i.e. 1.4 percent have been __ presentsurvey. 

q Beer from the state capital Bengaluru as it 


q Table 2.2: District wise Distribution of Table 2.2: District wise Distribution of Respondents in Karnataka 


F ee tne No District Number —_ 


UDUP! 2042 32. oe 












. SHIVAMOGGA 
: BELAGAVI 0 00 





TOTAL 6226 100.00 


Region and Locality of Kharvi Families 


A region and locality wise survey of Kharvi sea shore areas out of 95.8 percent of Kharvi 
families (Table 2.3) was conducted in order to population (Vide Table:2.20 living in coastal 
~ examine the topography and morphology to areas of the state. Similarly, out of the total 
which they belong. It also enables us to 6226 families, more than 50 percent of Kharvi 
understand the ecological background of families are concentrated only in Coastal 
their families. In the present topographical Regulation Zone (CRZ). Though south 
and community survey, seven areas of Kharvi coastal districts of Karnataka are 
settlements have been identified. comparatively more urbanized, the Kharvi 
Accordingly, they are scattered in different | urban population shows only 8.1percent. If 
areas of coastal region. The survey reveals —= semi urban and urban is clubbed, it would 
that the majority 63.9 percent of families live in amount to 14 percent. 


| Table 2.3: Distribution of Kharvi Families According to Region/Locality _ 












SI No Re 77 | «6 fRegion/Locaity Number = Percentage Number Percentage 
Port Area 
GSMs costal Land Duetosesleelal = ast.) 
Rural 1191 19.10 
rey a 
Semi- Urban 
Na at 
Total 6226 100.00 





The survey reveals that, as large number of — becoming urbanized is rather gradual. The 
Kharvis depend upon fishing and searelated __ type of locality or the place of residence will 
jobs, they are in more close proximity torural, also have its own impact on living patterns, 
forest i.e 1380 families (22.1percent) and sea availability of educational and medical 
areas, 3982 families (63.9 percent). The facilities and their utilization, exposure to 
above data also reveal that Kharvis are still | modernization and post modernization 
rural and sea shore bound and the process of '_ processes. 
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Marital Status Of Respondents 


The survey on marital status (Table 2.4) 
reveals that majority of respondents 4600 
(73.9 percent )are married and leading a 
normal life. However, the data that shows 
1280 (20.6 percent) families with widows, is 
significant to be noted here. This figure also 
attracts the attention of Social Scientists, 
administrators and activists for a 


comprehensive data on their conditions and 
necessary action. We could also observe 2 
percent i.e 125 of widowers in the survey, 
Though there are few divorced and separated 
women, their number is very insignificant. 
There are 188 (3.00 percent) single individual 
families who are either not married or without 

dependents. 


Table 2.4: Distribution of Respondents According to Marital status 





SI. No Marital Status Number Percentage 
1 Single 188 i See 
2 Married 4600 73.90 
3 Widower 125 BOCs 
4 Widow 1280 20.60 
5 Divorced 8 O04 
6 Separated 20 0.40 


Old 





Chart 3.2: Distribution of Respondents According to Marital Status 


co 
T Single: 188 3% 
Married: 4600 73.9% 
®& 
= r Widower: 125 2% 
Widow: 1280 290.6% 
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Family Size, Forms and their Recent Trends 


As far as family size is concerned (Table 2.5), 
majority Kharvi families have three to six 
persons (77.7 percent). 715 (11.5 percent) 
families have one to two persons. However, 
9.6 percent (597) of families have seven to ten 
and 67 families have 11 to 14 members. Very 
Insignificant seven families have more than 


ss members. The average size of the family is 
5d. 


We may also observe here that Slightly more 


than 50 percent i,e 3309 families (5Gy2 
percent ) have one to four members 
indicating the trend of small or nuclear 
families. Slightly less than 50 percenti.e. 2917 
families (46.8 percent) have five to 15 
members, which show that extended and 
joint families are still prevalent among 
Kharvis. The data show that small and nuclear 


families among Kharvis are very gradually 
increasing. 
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Table 2.5: Size and Family Forms of Respondents 


t 


No of member$(f) 2 3 4 5 6 


8 9 1D Whe TZ VSS S14 “Tote! 


Fx 1811068 2817 6620 7455 4530 21701200 828 450 341 192 182 195 28229 


Average Size of the family= 4.53 


Kharvi Population: General, Gender wise (Adults and Children) and Sex Ratio 


The following Tables 2.6, 2.7 and 2.8, present 
a description regarding the number of male 
-and female adults distributed in families, their 
average numbers in families. There is also 
information regarding gender wise 
distribution of Kharvi children. Based on 
these data, the general sex ratio and that of 
children have been assessed. 

The data on number of males in the family 


Table 2.6: Number of Males in family 
No of Males (f) 0 1 2 3 4 






Fx 013704414 4611 2460 


As summarized in the Table 2.7, the majority 
families i.e 5325 (85.5 percent) have one to 
three female members and 712 families (11.4 
percent) show three to four female members. 
In each Kharvi family, we find an average of 
2.23 female members. As per the above data , 
the total female population would be 13946. 


Based on the data shown in these two tables ( 
2.6 and 2.7) the total number of Kharvi 
population in the state would be 29099. 
Accordingly, the sex ratio in Knarvi community 
will be 921:1000. i. e there are 921 Kharvi 
females to that of 1000 Kharvi males. In the 
population census of India (2011), it was 
revealed that India had 943 females per 1000 
males. Similarly in Karnataka it was 973:1000 
as per 2011 census. As per India Guide 






865 294 168 72 9 20 


Average number of Males per family = 2.29 Total Male population: 15153 


(Table 2.6) show that the majority families i.e 
5114 (82.1 percent) have one to three male 
members. There are four to five male 
members in 788 (11.7 percent) families. On 
an average there are 2.29 males in each 
Kharvi family. Thus as per the present survey, 
the total male Kharvi population in the state 
would be 15153. 


Population of India (2017), the current sex 
ratio is 973:1000. According to 2001 census 
in Udupi district the sex ratio was 1130:1000, 
and in 2011 it was 1094:1000. Similarly, in 
Dakshina Kannada district 1022:1000 in 2001 
census and 1018:1000 in 2011 census. It 
reduced to 947:1000 in 2017 in Dakshina 
Kannada as per the news report published in 
Udayavani daily (201 7:12) 


It is a fact that the sex ratio in general, is 
showing a declining trend. Although the sex 
ratio among Kharvis is not that imbalanced, it 
is less than the national average and much 
less than the state and the district averages. 
As per the present survey, the data of the two 
tables put together, the total population of 
Kharvis in Karnataka will be 29099. 


Table 2.7: Number of Females in family 


No of Females (f) 0 1 2 3 4 


5 6 7 8 9 10, t2 


Total 






Fx 


Average number of females per family = 2.2. 
Kharvi Sex Ratio: 921:1000. 


0 173245423966 2128 900 324 231 


Peter 2 20). 12 





13946 















Total Female Population: 13946 
Total Kharvi Population covered under the survey : 29099 


Details Regarding Age Variable in Families 


As manifested in Table 2.8, more than fifty 
percent (77.13 percent) of male heads of the 
families belong to the age group of 31-59 and 
including those belonging to above 60, the 
total percentage is 96.3. The male young 
population among family heads, Is 
approximately 27.83 (in the age group of 11- 
40). 

The survey manifests that the majority of the 
male heads of Kharvi families are adults. It is 





also important to note here that, there are 71 se 
(18.90 percent) males in families who are ~ 
above 60. It is about two times higher than the ~ 
male aged i.e 8.6 percent and 9 percent © 
national level general percentage of senior 
citizens (2011 census). The average age of” 
the male head is 47.63, which also proves that © 
the middle aged and the adults are more in | 
number than the youth population in Kharvi © 
community. { 


Table 2.8: Ages of Fathers/Husbands in Families 


SINo 


1 11-20 11 
2 21-30 138 
3 31-40 901 
4 41-50 1234 
5 51-59 774 
6 


60&above 
Total 
Average Age =47.63 






Percentage | 8s en WEE 










Table 2.9: Ages of Wives/Mothers in Families 





1 : 
2 21-30 793 
3 31-40 eae 
4 41-50 1506 
o 51-59 813 
6 60&above 





Total 
Average Age =42.79 
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India: Aged in Percentage (2011Census) 8.6 (Male) 8.2 (Female) Total Population: 9. 
Kharvi Aged in Perecntage: 18.90 (Male) 12.4 (Female) Total Populations: 15.4 


With regard to data on age of wives of male 
respondents, the majority 87.2 percent 
belong to the age group of 21-59 (Table2.9). 
The age group 21-30 has also been taken in 
case of women heads as sizable number 
belonged to this group. The women above 60 
are 12.4, which is higher than the national 
average. The wives below the age of 30 are 
14.6 percent. The average age of wives of 
male respondents is 42.79. 


The survey on ageing population (Tables 2.8 
and 2.9) discloses that 18.90 percent of 
males in Kharvi population are above 60. The 


percentage of old women is 12.4. The total 
aged population among Kharvis is 15.4 © 
percent. All these figures are much higher 
than the national figures. According to 2011 
census, we have 8.6 percent of aged men in 
India, whereas the aged women are 8.2 
percent. We have 9 percent of graying 
population in India. The male senior citizens 
among Kharvis are almost double the — 
national average. Female senior citizens are 
also more than their counterparts in India. The 
Projected Indian ageing population in 2050 
would be 21 percent. If we examine the 
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ational scenario with 9 percent elderly, and policy makers all over the world, both 
he projected ageing population, the figure | developed and developing countries, the 
15.4 percent aged among Kharvis, is much increasing ageing population among Kharvis 
higher. Since the phenomenon of population attracts attention. 

ageing is becoming a major concern for the 


Table 2.10: Age of Daughters, Sons and Other Members in the Family 


me ae Sons Other Members 





0-5 25 755 11.00 1887.50 9. 2060.00 437 25.00 1092.50 
11-20 2246 32.60 33690.00 2276 25.20 34140 262 15.00 3930.00 


31-40 35 652 9.40 22820.00 1414 15.60 49490.00 320 18.30 11200.00 


51-59 55 48 0.70 2640.00 84 0.9 4620.00 41 2.30 2255.00 
___ Total  _—_—«6896 100.00 133202.50 9048 100.00 194602.50 1752 100.00 38667.50 


Kharvi Child Sex Ratio: 885:1000 (Taken in this survey 0-10, and other members shown in the table excluded) 
India: 919:1000(0-6/2011Census), Karnataka:948:1000(0-6/2011 Census) 

Average age of Daughters: 19.32 - Average Ages of Sons: 21.51- Average of 0-5 Children: 15.1 - 

Average of 0-10 Children: 11.5 - Youth Population (Age group 15-35): 46.26 

Sex Ratio of Population of Kharvi Children: (948:1000), the current child sex ratio 
885:1000 (in the age group of 0-10) (885 (945:1000/India Guide Population of India 
Females per 1000 Males) As per Indian 2017) and the general sex ratio (921:1000) 
Census figures 2011, the child sex ratio in the surveyed on Kharvis. This trend clearly 
age group of 0-6 years in India was 919:1000 _indicates that the female population in Kharvi 
and in Karnataka it was 948:1000. community is gradually decreasing. 


The present survey on gender wise Further, the youth population among Kharvis 
distribution of child population in the age in the age group 15-35 reveals 46.26 percent. 
group of 0-10 reveals that the male children It manifests that young population is higher 
outnumber females. The data show that in than the national average (about 35.3%). The 
Kharvi families, in general, if there are 9048 concept of ‘youth age group’ has been 
(56.80 percent) male children, we may changing in different years. For instance, 
observe 6896, i.e 43.20 percent of female According to 2011 census in India, the youth 
children population. It shows that the younger population was 19.00 percent as per the age 
male population is slightly higher than the group 15-24 adopted by the UNO. The 
younger female population. The average of 0- National Youth Policy (NYP) -2003 defined the 
5 children among Kharvis shows 15.1 percent youth as in the age group of 13-35.It later 
and the average of 0-10 children is 11.5 modified in 2014 and defined ‘youth ‘as 
percent including the grand children. The persons in the age group of 15-29 years. In 
other members shown in the table include the 2017 report again NYP adopted 15-34 
grand children, grand parents and near years as youth in order to show trends and 
relatives. changes over long period of time. As per the 
Similarly, there are 1745 male = and 1543 present survey, we may arrive at a conclusion 
female children belonging tothe age groupof = that as the young population in Kharvi 
0-10 excluding the category of ‘other community is comparatively larger, the 
members.’ Accordingly, the child sex ratio Workforce is also larger and economically 
shows 885:1000, which is very much less _ More potential. 

compared to national (919:1000), state 
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Educational 


Data relating to education of parents/couples 
are shown in Table 2.11. It may be observed 
that one fourth of (25.1%) of husbands and 
little les than the half i.e 40.4 percent of wives 
do not have formal education. The literacy 
percentage in case of male respondents is 
74.9 percent. On the other hand the wives 
literacy is only 59.6 percent. The total literacy 
of Kharvi respondents, as displayed in the 
table is 65.5. 15.83 percent of male heads in 
families have high schoo! education and the 
female heads who received high school 
education is 11.9 percent. Men who have 
attained PU and Diploma course are 5.51 
percent and in case of women it is 3.7 
percent. The degree education of men 
parents is 5.19 percent and in case of women 
parents, itis 2.3 percent. Parents who have 


Status Of Respondents And Other Family Members 











attained professional education is very 
insignificant. (1.02 & 0.4 respectively) The 
general Kharvi literacy rate (As shown in 
Table11&13) is 81.4 percent. As per 2011 
census, the literacy rate in India has been 
74.04 percent. As per the same census 
figure, men literacy is 82.14 and it is 65.46 
percent for women. 
The above figures clearly indicate that 
educationally, the Kharvis are not much 
empowered. The figures also reflect the lower 
educational status of women parents. ~ 
However the general Kharvi literary © 
percentage (81.4%) is certainly higher than 
the national level figure (74.4%). But when we ~ 
compare the literacy rate of South Coastal 
Karnataka (Attained 100%), the percentage of 
Kharvi literacy is showing much less. 





Table 2.11: Educational Status of Respondents (Husband/Wife) 





Husband Wife 
SI No Education Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage 
1 No formal Education 889 25.10 2270: = 23> 2 AUG: 
2 KG - IV 982 OTT 1423 25.30 
4 V-VII 732 20.66 991 > SS 1640 
4 VIII-X 561 15.83 662 11.90 
5 PUC 154 4.35 BES ae eet 
6 ITI/Diplom 41 1.16 34 0.60 
7 Degree(Gen) 128 3.61 “ls OO 2 en 
8 Degree(Prof) 36 1.02 92 0.40 ' 
9 Post Graduation 20 0.56 ee SC 
Total 3543 100.00 5614 100.00 





Male Respondents’ Literacy: 74.9 
Parents’ Literacy Rate: 65.5 


Female Respondents’Literacy:59.6 
General Kharvi Literacy (Table11&13):81.4 : 


Chart 3.3: Distribution of Respondents According to Education 


40.4% 










A No Formal Education 
A tv 

A wil 

A VIII-X 


A. PUC &ITI/Diploma 
A Higher Education 
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lable 2.12 


=ducation and Studies Ongoing in Kharvi Families 


Education 
Continuing/ 
Not esl 


Father/ 
Husband 





rT 
Father/ Mother/ 
Husband Wife 


Daughters 





Mother/ 
Wife 








Daughters 


Sons Others 


Studying 





Sons 


Others 


Educational Status of Daughters, Sons and 


Other Members in Families 


. In our survey, questions were also asked for 


. 


finding out the educational status of sons, 
daughters and other members of the family. 
(Table 2.12 and 2.13) .Of the total 6896 
daughters and 9048 sons surveyed, majority 
i.e. more than 90 percent of them has literacy. 
82 percent of daughters and 56.9 percent of 
sons are engaged in studies. In the category 


of ‘no formal education’, there are children 
who belong to 0.5 age group and old. Other 
members include near relatives like grand 
children, Cousins and members of joint 
families. Compared to preceding generation 
the number of literacy percentage and those 
receiving education among sons and 


- daughters are on the increase (Sons 92.3% 
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Not Studying 


(slightly more than 10 percent) in th 
community. Similarly, those pursued an 
pursuing post graduation (less than twe 
percent) is very insignificant. However 
Compared to the general youth literacy of 
India in the age group of 15-24 years, (88.4% 
for male youth and 74.4% for female youth) as 
recorded by UNICEF-2.03im— 
(Updated/2013:2), the literacy of present 
generation in Kharvi community is higher. 
The educational awareness and aspirations 
among Kharvis are although encouraging, 
the data also manifest their educational 


and daughters 98.9%). It is heartening to note 
that the number of daughters pursuing 
education (82 %) is much higher than the 
sons (56.9%). Many sons discontinue after 
attaining some education in order to take up 
the family responsibilities. 

It is also gratifying to observe that a few 
parents are found continuing their studies. In 
the Survey, 42 (1.19 %) men parents and 82 
(1.5 %) women parents are continuing or 
pursuing their education through distance 
mode or attending evening classes. However, 
the number of persons who have received 





higher education or those continuing is less backwardness 
Table 2.13 
Level of Education among Sons, Daughters and Other Members 
SI No Education Status Daughters Sons Other Members 
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1167 486 23.70 
4, | viI-X 1621 23.50 2249 2490 408 20.00 
6. ITl/Diploma 288 420 550 5 


(sen 












Degree(Prof) 





6896 100.00 9048 100.00 2051 100.00 


Kharvi Literacy of Sons: 92.3% (Ongoing: 56.9%) Literacy of Daughters: 98.9% (Ongoing: 82 %) 
Male Youth Literacy (15-24Years) (UNICEF/India2012):88.4% Female Youth: 74.4% 
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A survey on behavior and activities of Kharvis 
ith reference to awareness and reading 
newspapers was conducted (Table 2.14) The 
ata presented in the table clearly show that 
although 65.5 % of parents and more than 
90% of children in families are literates, and 
the general literacy is showing 81.4 percent, 
the majority i.e 5834 (93.70 Percent) families 
‘do not get newspapers. Those who are 
getting Kannada newspapers are only 355 
families (5.70 Percent) and the English 
newspapers 23 families (0.40 Percent). 14 
respondents (0.20 Percent) have reported 
that they are getting both Kannada and 


Table 2.14 


E ehaviour And Activities Of Kharvis 


English at home. These details reveal that, of 
the total literates, the level of awareness 
about newspaper reading habit among 
Kharvis is very low. It may also be inferred that 
a few among them do not have the financial 
Capacity to buy the newspapers at their 
homes. Many others, who depend upon TV 
and mobile devices for news and information, 

now a days believe that news papers are not 

very essential. Moreover, it is also to be noted 

here that the newspapers are not easily 

accessible in certain remote villages, forests 

and CRZ regions of Kharvi settlements. 


News Paper Reading Habit in Families 


SI. No News papers 





‘Yes (Both) - 


Chart 3.6: 
Distribution of Families According to Newspaper Reading 





Yes(Kannada) 


Frequency Percentage 












Health 


A survey on health awareness and use of 
improved sanitation facilities has displayed 
significant facts and figures. Sanitation is one 
of the important needs for improving the 
quality of life. Lack of sanitation or poor 
sanitation leads to several kinds of diseases 
and deaths. The lack of lavatory facilities 
affects the health and hygiene of families in 
general and it severely affects the health of 
women and children in particular. Improved 
sanitation systems help in protecting health 
and preventing diseases. Bindeshwar 
Pathak, an icon of sanitation and social 
reform in India rightly points out that the 
environmental sanitation, public health and 
social deprivation are the primal issues linked 
to sanitation so much so that one cannot 
delink one from the other. (2015:9) 


The data of present survey (Table 2.15) 
reveals that out of total 6226 little less half of 
families |.e 3048 (48.97 percent) have flush- 
out lavatories Also, slightly more than fifty 
percent i.e 3178 (51.0%) have no access to 
toilets at their homes. Half of the 
respondents’ families could afford to have the 
facility through awareness or under 
government schemes. But due to lack of 
health awareness or economic 
backwardness, almost equal numbers of 
families do not have lavatory facility. Since 
long fishermen families living very close to 
sea, are adapted to open defecation. Such 
families, as observed during the Survey, do 
not consider lavatories as very essential. 


According to 2001 census: only 56.29 
percent of households in Udupi district had 






access to toilets. In urban areas, it was 83.89 
percent and in rural areas, 49.88 percent. In — 
other words, nearly half of the rural — 
households had no toilet facilities. There will - 
not be so much variation in Dakshina 
Kannada district as these two districts are 
almost identical in all respects. With the 
commissioning of the Total Sanitation: © 
Campaign, a lot of importance was given to 
improving the sanitary conditions of this + 
district. Under KJUDCEMP (Karnataka Urban. ~ 
Development and Coastal Environment = 
Management Project) scheme, lavatories for ~ 
BPL (Below Poverty Line) families have been = 
constructed in coastal towns of Udupi and © 
Dakshina Kannada districts. 


As declared by the government, in Karnataka - 
50 percent of the jurisdictions of Village 
Panchayats has access to toilets and is free 
from open defecation. It is also heartening to. 
note that out of 46 districts selected in India, ~ 
the districts Dakshina Kannada and Udupi — 
have been adjudged for the award of ° © 
Swachchata Darshan” in 2017, by the 
Government of India for the achievements in 
the field of Sanitation.(Udayavani Daily:28- 
09-2017:4:11). According to UNICEFRa 
Statistics of India-2011, the percentage of 
Indians using improved sanitation facilities is” 
only 35.1, and in rural India, it is (23.9 percent) png 
still less. The sanitation facility in Indian urban - 
sectors Is 59.7 percent. Although the 
percentage of sanitation facility among> 
Kharvis is higher than the general average’ 
and Indian rural scenario, there is a need to” 
develop sanitation facilities in Kharvi- 
community. 





ro ee > > 


Table 2.15: Use of Sanitation Facilities jn Kharvi Families 
SI No 





Flush-Out es 





Naat Balle 
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Chart 3.7: Use of Sanitation Facilities in Kharvi Families 


9} Lavatories 


? No Lavatories 





The survey on possession of Konkani cards insurance. It provides each family free 
(Table 2.16) says that out of the total 6226 medical facility in all the units of Kasturba 
families, only 1706 (27.40 percent) of families Medical Hospital, up to Rs 50000 per year for 
registered for Konkani health cards issued by both, in and out patients. However a nominal 
Manipal University. As data show, a large fee has to be paid for both getting card and for 
majority i.e. 4520 (72.60 percent) of families its annual renewal. Many families have not 
have not got the cards. It is a ‘Group Family registered for cards either due to lack of 
Health Care Scheme’ implemented by — knowledge of the availability of such a facility 
Manipal University exclusively for Konkani or inability to pay the nominal fees by very 
speaking communities. This scheme is more — poor families. Lack of encouragements to 
or less like group insurance and health utilize the facility may also be another factor. 


Table 2.16: Possession of Konkani Health cards 


S| No Possession of Konkani Health Cards Number Percentage 
2 ae pete a 1706 27.40 
2 No 4520 72.60 


| Total 6226 100.00 


The survey on deaths in recent years and their percent of Families did not have death cases 
Causes show that (Tables 2.17 and 2.18) out inrecent years. 

of 6226 families, very recently in one year Of the total causes, 274 (34.00 percent) 
there were death cases in 959 (15.40 causes were related to old age. Next 
Percent) Families. There were 2025 (32.50 obvious cause is heart disease i.e. 172 (21 
Percent) cases of deaths in past two years _ percent). Deaths due to accidents i.e 77(9.5 
and very few cases 17 (0.30%) have been percent), and liver problem i.e 74 (9.2 
reported in past three and more years. The _ percent) are also conspicuous. Cancer 51 
death rate to the total population in one year is (6.3 percent). Anemia 51(6.3 percent), 
3.29 percent. And in two years it is 6.96 Kidney failure 36 (4.5 percent) cases are 
percent. The death rate in last three and more more or less in the same range.18 (2.2 
years is (0.06 percent very negligible. There —_ percent) persons committed suicide, 26 (3.2 
were death cases only in 48.20 percent of _ percent) people died of Jaundice, and 22 (2.8 
Kharvi families to report and remaining 51.80 _ percent) cases were of diabetes. The deaths 
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due to AIDS, 2 (0.2 percent) is very 
insignificant. Moreover, there were six (0.8 
percent) maternity related deaths in families. 
The findings show that the causes of deaths 
in Kharvi community are varied and next to old 
age, the heart disease, accidents, liver 
problem, anemia and cancer are the major 
causes of deaths. The maternal mortality ratio 
of India is 210 as per UNICEF Statistics India- 
2012. However, in spite of improvement in the 
field of maternity care and institutional 


Table 2.17:Deaths in Families in Recent Years 


Frequency 


SI No Deaths in recent years 













me | Two Years 
3 ~~ Three or more Years © 


nee EME art Deaths 


Table 2.18: Causes of Death Reported by the Respondents 


SI No 









ae = a x nig Heart Dis 


| Jaundice 


Note : Multiple choices used here 


Questions were also asked to explore, 
whether there were any deaths during fishing 
operations. AS many as 134 (2.2 percent) 
respondents (Table 2.19) have reported that 
there were fishing related deaths in their 
families. But in getting compensation there 
was injustice done (vide Table 2.18) to the 
affected families. Out of 134 bereaved 
families, only 70 (52.2) families could get 
compensation from the government and the 
remaining deserving 64 (47.8 percent) 
families were not able to procure 


2025 32.50 6.96 


3005 51:60° | oo 


Cause of Death 





Maternal Relat 










delivery, it is disheartening to note Six Cases O} 
maternity related deaths in Kharvi families 
Similarly 77 (one to three years) cases of 
deaths due to accidents, 18 (2.2 percent) 
suicides are to be considered seriously 
besides the situation of heart, liver problem, 
cancer and anemia. As many as 40 percent 
of informants /families using narcotic 
substances and drugs in different forms, will 
have direct bearing (vide Table 2.24) on the 
health status of Kharvis. 


~~ 


Percentage  (%) in Total Population 







Percentage 


Frequency 









172 21.00 


governmental benefit. When they were asked 
to state the reasons (Table 2.21), although 
large number 28 (43.8 percent) of affected 
families have not given any reasons, the rest 
of the families i.e. 19 (29.7 percent) 
expressed difficulties and hindrances in 
getting compensation from the bureaucratic 
system. And it is discouraging to know that, 
16 (25 percent) of them could not get the 
dead bodies of their family members. In case 
of one family (1.5 percent) the dead body 
could not be identified. 
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Table 2.19: Deaths in Recent Years due to Fishing Related Accidents 


Deaths in Six Years 





Frequency Percentage 








2 No 6092 97.80 


/ 
y 


Table 2.20: Details regarding Compensations Received by Families 


SI No Answer Frequency Percentage 


16] 
“ 
” 
2 


2 No 64 47.80 
Table 2.21: Reasons for not Receiving Compensation 


SI No Reasons Frequency Percentage 












2 Dead body not identified Of 1.50 


4 Don’t know x | 28 43.80 


It is also evident from the data pertaining to percent) respondents. Similarly, 1125 (18.8 
respondents’ satisfaction about the rescue percent) respondents expressed their 
operations undertaken during boat accidents dissatisfaction because no help was 
that, the large majority (Table2.22) of people = extended to families by the government after 
i.e. 3612 (58.00 percent) expressed their — therescue operations. 

dissatisfaction. Only 7.00 percent (435) of 
them have said that they are satisfied about 
the rescue operations of the government, 
attempted during accidents. Although many 
of them 2179 (35 percent) could not give their 
opinion about rescue operations, large 
number of respondents could indicate the 
reasons (Table 2.23) for their dissatisfaction 
regarding rescue operations tackled by the 
government. Of various reasons explored, 
delay in rescue operations with 2388 answers 
(39.9 percent), is found very prominent. 1594 
(26.6 percent) answers indicate that there 
were no rescue operations during boat 
accidents. Bureaucrats’ indifferent attitude is 
another notable cause indicated by 881(14.7 


It is evident from the above data on fishing 
related accidents and deaths, rescue 
operations and granting of compensations 
that, Kharvis are engaged in fishing at their 
risk. Their fishing activity is at risk, often losing 
life and at times even dead bodies. The 
rescue operations are delayed and there are 
no follow ups on it by the authorities. 
Compensations that are due, don’t reach all 
the affected families owing to the apathy of 
bureaucrats. The lack of awareness and 
backwardness also the other contributing 
factors for the existing state of affairs. Thus 
Kharvis suffer from many severe fishing 
related problems and issues. 


Table 2.22: Distribution of Respondents according to their Satisfaction 
about the Rescue Operations during Boat Accidents 


SI No Answer Frequency Percentage 


2 Not Satisfied 3612 58.00 
ee 


Total 6226 100.00 
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Table 2.23: Reasons for Dissatisfaction regar 


S! No Answer 

No Rescue Operations 
2 Delay in Rescue Operations 
3 Apathy of Officials 

4 No help after rescue 


ie 4NN NN | 
- rr kts bs Tt \- 0 [0 ; 
Total | a SOG 


The data pertaining to consumption of 
narcotic substances and drugs reveal (Table 
2.24) that little less than half Oienne 
respondents i.e.40.3 percent are habituated 
to taking one or the other narcotic substances 
and drugs. It is heartening to know that 59 
percent of them have not developed any such 
habits. From the multiple answers recorded 
and the answer to the question (serial number 
1) indicate that, of all other habits, the habit of 
liquor consumption is found more common. 
Next to liquor, it is nicotine related substance 
which is more apparent. 19.17 percent (SI. No 
3-5) of respondents are habituated to use 
tobacco in different forms such as snuff, 








ding Rescue Operations 


Frequency Percentage 
: = ee oe ere ar x 
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smoking and eating of local dried tobacco ~ 
leaves and the scented factory made ones, , ~ 
The consumption of toddy is only 0.7 percent. 
10 respondents said that they take all the 
substances shown in the table. As the data — 
exhibit little less than the half of the — 
respondents/families (40.3 percent) have one ~ 
or the other habit of taking narcotic 
substances and drugs. We may also 
establish a correlation between (vide Table 
2.17) the number of death incidents in their 
families due to cancer, liver and kidney — 
failures, anemia and the regular use of 
different tyoes of narcotic substances and — 
drugs. 


Table 2.24: Habit of Taking Narcotic Substances/Drugs in Families 


SI No Habit of taking substance /drugs Frequency Percentage 
1 Liquor 1271 | 21.00 
2 Toddy 45 0.70 

3 Tobacco/Madhu 742 ABO aes 
4 Snuff 228 3.80 

5 Smoking 194 2h gg: ee 

6 All these 10 0.20 ues 

7 None 3579 “Seg ae 
Total 6069 100.00 





Note : Multiple choices used here 


Chart 3.8: Habit of Taking Narcotic Substances/Drugs in Families 
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Governmental And Non-governmental Schemes And Benefits: 
Expectations, Utilization Patterns And Attitudes Of Kharvis 


The present survey explores data associated 
with Kharvis’ expectations, utilization patterns 
and attitudes towards governmental and non- 
governmental schemes and benefits. Table 
2.25 illustrates that out of 755 ( 19 % ) of 
eligible aged men and women only 
483(12.13%) senior citizens availed old age 
pension under ‘Sandhya Suraksha’ scheme. 
That means the scheme has not reached 272 
(6.84%) eligible persons. In case of widow 
pension, only 774(19.44percent) widows 
enjoy the benefit and 300(7.54%) women are 
deprived of governmental monthly allowance. 
Out of 240(6%) differently abled (Physically 
and mentally challenged), 166 (4.17%) of 
them are getting allowance. 74(1.86%) 
eligible differently abled could not enjoy the 
benefit of the scheme. Under the 
‘Manasvini’scheme, i.e ‘women above 40 
without sons’ (SI.No4) only 49 out of 117 
women are benefitted. The rest 68(1.71%) are 
not benefitted. Out of 599 (15%) 


eligible persons,434 (10.90%)of them have 
availed the scheme of Bhagyalakshmi Bond 
which is issued by the government for the 
benefit of girl child. That means 165 (4.15%) 
eligible persons could not avail the benefit. 
The benefit of Indira Avaz and other housing 
schemes was utilized only by 183 (4.59%) 
persons though there were 376 (9.4 %) 


Table 2.25 


eligible persons. About 50 percent of eligible 
persons were not able to gain from this 
scheme. The beneficiaries of ‘Matsyashreya’ 
Scheme were only 437 (10.97%) although 
there were 819 (20.6%) eligible persons. The 
‘Matsyashreya’ Scheme is meant for fishing 
communities, implemented for buying fishing 
equipments and materials. This scheme has 
been introduced in order to promote fishing 
and fishing families. The survey says that 
almost 50 percent |.e. 382 (9.60%) eligible 
persons /families were not able to make use 
of the benefit of this useful scheme. 


Thus the data in the below table suggests that 
many deserving members of Kharvi 
community have not been able to utilize 
various governmental schemes. The survey 
shows that of the total eligible people only 
about 40/50 percent of them could get the 
governmental benefits under various 
schemes. It is evident from the data that, 
although 81.4 percent of Kharvis are literate, 
the greater proportion of eligible persons in 
families, are either not aware of the schemes 
or they could not get the benefit due to 
bureaucratic redtapism and dysfunctions. 
Thus the survey on utilization patterns of 
various governmental schemes and benefits 
by Kharvis is disheartening. 


Utilization Patterns of Governmental Benefits 


SI No Persons/Particulars 









Old Age Pension (Sandhya Suraksha) 










Physically/Mentally/Differently abled 


_ Note : Multiple choices used here 
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Chart 3.9: 


Distribution of Families According to Benefits Availed 
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Data pertaining to serious problems and their 
types in Kharvi families show that (vide Table 
2.26), out of total 6226, the majority 
6027(96.80%) of respondents answered 
affirmatively and 199(3.19%) said that they do 
not have any problems at home. Of those who 
have said yes, the majority 3176 (51.01%) 
were found to have water problem. The Table 
2.39 under economic status also shows that 
only 36.95 percent of families have 
independent source of water at their homes. 
Next major problem they have said is serious 
financial problem i.e 2877(46.21 percent) It is 
also evident from the Table 2.35, which shows 
that their average annual family income is 
only Rs 49746 and the average monthly 
income shows at Rs.4,145.50. It is also 
obvious that majority people who are 
engaged 4010(64.4 percent) in fishing, work 
aS wage labourers. Another problem 
explored in the survey is lack of toilets at home 


totali © (45.42 %) although 51 percent of 
them | ‘ies, vide Table 2.15) do not 
have toile) 


‘heir homes. From the 


answer obtaii var that Kharvis have 
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15.56% 


now realized that lack of toilets at their homes 
is aproblem. 


Survey identifies 2656 (42.66 percent) 
families without title deed for their lands. 2696 
(43.3 Percent) people are of the view that they 
have the problem of lack of guidance in their 
families. Some have said that (2587) they 
have the problem of lack of approach roads. It 
is a fact that large number of Kharvi houses is 
located in (vide Table 2.3) villages, sea and 


forest regions. There are many Kharvi — 


habitats without proper roads. 


Similarly, 1583 respondents said that they 
have the problem of arranging daughters’ 
marriages. As majority of families are below 
poverty line, and with increasing dowry, it is 
natural that they face the problem of 
arranging daughters’ marriages. It also 
confirms from the answers of 939 persons 
that they have the problem of giving dowry for 
marriages. It should also be noted here that 
2567 families are found without land. 
Moreover, 696 members reported that they 
have the problem of alcoholism at their 
homes. Problem of alcoholism severely 
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affects women and children, particularly in 
low income families. Similarly, 2050 (32.93%) 
persons reported that they have the problem 
‘of unemployment in their families. Another 
problem identified in the present survey is 
problem of (2063/33.14%) continuing 
education of their children. If 835 people 
‘report about serious health problems, 1247 of 
them say that they have the problem of 
constructing reasonably good houses. 


SINo Types of Problems 


Frequency 


Further, 199 persons could not specify any 
problem. The findings of the present survey 
confirm that Kharvis have varied problems in 
their families and villages. Water, sanitation, 
landlessness, land without title deeds, 
unemployment, lack of guidance, providing 
education, housing, transport are some of the 
crucial issues which attract the attention of 
activists, administrators and policy makers. 


Table 2.26: Serious Problems in Kharvi Families and their Types 


Percentage % of Total Families 


2 Noroad 2587 8.90 41.55 





4 Continuing Education 


2063 33.14 








6 Daughters’ Marriage 1583 25.43 
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Total 


28999 100.00 





Table 2.27 delineates data with respect to 
respondents’ views about the type of help 
expected from the government. The answers 
gathered here are also related to the data 
shown in the earlier table which reflect on the 
problems in Kharvi families. The data 
~ presented in the table reveal that the majority 
(5118/82.2 % ) of them want their community 
to be included in the category of Scheduled 
Tribe. Little more than 50 percent of 
respondents expect from the government to 
_ solve the following problems like permanent 
solution to water problem (60.39%), Toilet 
Construction (54.55%), Approach road 
(53.92%), Housing problem (50.45%) 
Government Job (52.7%) Financial Help 
(69.08%), Title Deed (57.48%) Considering 
fishing on par agriculture (58.27%), 


Scholarships (59.96%). Little more than 40 — 


percent of them are in need of cold storage 
(46.61%) and fishing port (41.66%) in their 
areas. The data clearly show that there are 
many issues and demands in Kharvi 
community today. It is also clear that Kharvis 
today are aware of their varied problems, of 
which many need to be resolved by the 
concerned authorities of the government. A 
demand for ST reservation from a large 
majority (82.2%) of respondents is also 
significant here. Water, shelter, toilets are the 
basic needs which are divulged by more than 
half of the representatives of Kharvi families. 
The issue of title deed is also to be taken 
seriously. Constructions of more number 
fishing ports and cold storages, considering 
fishing on par with agriculture are the genuine 
problems of Kharvis, being an important 
fishing community. 


Table 2.27 


Type of Help expected from the Government 


Answer 
ST Reservation 
Permanent Solution to Water Problem 
Road Construction 
House Construction 
Toilet Construction 
Government Job 
Scholarship 
Financial Help 
Provide Title Deed 
10 Cold Storage 


SI No 


OON oar WN — 


41. Consider Fishing on par with Agriculture 


12 Fishing Port 


As answers summarized in Table 2.28, a large 
majority of respondents 5248 (84.29) 
expect loans at lower rate of interest from non- 
governmental agencies. 4214(67.68) 
persons expected educational help from 
NGOs. As many as 3958/3945 equal number 
of persons are of the view that the non- 
governmental agencies should take up the 
responsibility of Convincing government 
about their problems and conducting 


Table 2.28 


Number 
5118 
3760 
3357 
3141 
3396 
3281 
3733 
4301 
3579 
2902 
3628 

2594 

42790 


% of Total Families 


ea 





Note: Multiple anaes fe here 


awareness-training programmes for Kharvi — 
youth. Slightly more than 50 percent of — 
respondents reported that NGOs should 
identify and adapt poor families for 
undertaking developmental programmes 
(56.46%), instill organizational skills among 
younger generations (57.63%) and establish 
Fishing Women Co-operative Society 
(56.63%). 


Type of Help expected from Non-Governmental Agencies 


SINo Answer 


Number Percentage 2o;0 Taal Families 





Educational Help 

Loan at Lower Rates 

Awareness Training Programmes 
Organizational Skills 


Identify and Adopt Poor Families 
Fishing Women Corporative Society 


NOOR WD + 


Convincing Government about Problems 


4214 45.10... 5 Gee 





5248 18.70 
3958 — {410 eee 
3588 12.80 
3945 14.10 SSSeeae 
3515 12.60 56.46 
3526 1260 4 - Seeaiae 
Total __ 27994 


ae a 


A survey on respondents’ type of help 
expected from the Kharvi Caste Organization 
(Kharvi ‘Sangha’) has also been conducted. 
As data summarized in Table 2.29 majority 
(5003 persons) of them say that, they want 
Kharvi Sangha to help in Safeguarding their 
language and culture. 4525 (72.68%) expect 
scholarship from their Sangha. 4834 of them 
Say that the Sangha needs to provide 


Note: Multiple choices used here 


financial help to the poor families. As many as 
4061 (65.23 %) respondents are of the view 
that there is a need to create awareness 
about the seriousness of dowry and 
alcoholism problems. Having Kharvi youth 
population in large number, organization of 
youth festival is another opinion given by 4171 
(66.99%) people. As many as 3843 (61.73%) 
persons expect help for solving the problem 
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f their title deed. As large as 4392 (70.54%) 
uggest Sangha to help and encourage 
orts persons among Kharvis and 4276 
8.68%) of them say that the Sangha should 
identify and encourage achievers in the 
community.3849 (61.82%) persons need 
proper information about government 
benefits. 


Under the influence of post-globalization and 
modernization, our cultural elements, 
languages are in transition. The data reveal 
that, in the changing socio-economic 
scenario, Kharvis in large majority are 


Table 2.29 


conscious about preserving their traditional 
values and culture. It is also observed here 
that many families do not get proper timely 
information about governmental benefits 
extended to them. In addition, the 
governmental benefits also do not reach 
them adequately. Data also show (as 
exhibited in Table 2.26 as well) the issue of title 
deed as a very serious problem. Since large 
majority of families among Kharvis are below 
poverty line, there is also suggestion for 
Supporting poor families through financial 
help from their Sanghas. 


Type of Help Expected from the Kharvi ‘Sangha’ (Caste Organization) 


SINo Answer Number Percentage % of Total Families 





2 Help in Safeguarding KharviLanguage/Culture 5003 12.80 80.36 


4 Encourage Achievers 4276 11.00 68.68 








6 Creating Awareness about Dowry/Alcoholism 4061 10.40 65.23 






Help for Title Deed 


Total 
Note: Multiple choices used here 





9.90 






3843 61.73 
38954 100.00 





In the earlier section of this chapter, an 
assessment of the demographic profile and 
the social conditions of Kharvi Community 
has been brought about. Different variables 
and parameters related to the demographic 
profile and social conditions of Kharvis have 
_ been appraised and reviewed in the previous 
section. 

In this part of the chapter, the economic status 
of Kharvis is examined. It discusses variables 
and parameters like the occupational 
patterns, income level, and types of ration 
card that they have, saving habits and 
investments, their assets, possession of 
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lavatories at home, house ownership, 
housing conditions, land holding patterns, 
type of fuel used at home, availability of 
electricity at home, means of transport 
available at home, electronic devices and 
household articles available at home. It also 
presents information about possession of 
gold by Kharvis. It also throws light on their 
economic institutions and units such as 
ownership of business firms, shops, and 
financial institutions. The mode of 
transactions and dealings Kharvis enter in 
such financial institutions is also assessed 
and discussed here. 


Economic Conditions 


The following text provides a comprehensive 
description of the economic conditions of 
Kharvis in accordance with the above 
variables and parameters. 


Possession of Ration Cards 


Table 2.30 gives information about the types 
of ration cards which the Kharvi families 
possess. Of the total 6226 families, the 
substantial majority has ration cards either 
belonging to below or above poverty line. As 
many as 200 families do not have cards. As 
many as 5195(83.4 %) families belong to the 


category of BPL (Below Poverty line) an 
267(4.3 %) families belong to Anthyoday | 
group. The people who belong to this 
category are at the lowest rung of the 
economic ladder. The APL (Above Poverty 
Line) category is only 9.1 percent (564 
families). As data explore, the majority, (BPL- 
and Anthyodaya families put together) 5464 
(87.76 percent) of them belong to the below 
poverty line families. Thus the survey displays 
that the considerable majority of Kharvi 
population is economically backward and 
poor. 


Table 2.30: Distribution of Kharvi Families According to 


Possession of Ration Cards 
Type of Ration Card 








BPL+ Anthyodaya= 5464 (87.76%) 


Occupational Patterns 


Table 2.31 presents data pertaining to 
occupation, employment patterns and self- 
employment endeavours among Kharvis. 
Survey shows that Kharvis are engaged in 
varied economic activities such as fishing, 
business, agriculture, service sectors for their 
livelihood. A large majority i.e. 4900 (78.70 
percent) families are engaged in different 
types of fishing activities. Of various fishing 
activities, 4010 (64:4 percent) 
families/respondents are employed as wage 
labourers. If 302(4.9%) families are engaged 
IN Sea or river fishing without Owning boats, 
223 (3.5 percent) families are involved in the 
same type of fishing operations by owning 
boats. While 150 (2.4 percent) families have 
Own engine boats for fishing, 12 families 
depend on rented engine boats. Of those 






Percentage 
4.30 


9.10 





ne 6226 2 100.00 


engaged in fish vending activities, 128 
(2.1 percent) families are in retail business, 55 
families sell dry fish and 20 families sell fish by 
using van or truck. As many as 345(5.5 
percent) families are employed as manual or 
agriculture wage earners. A very few families 
(i.€ 37) have adopted agriculture for their 
subsistence. 228 (3.7percent) of them are self 
employed as owners of factory, shops or 
business firms. 154(2.5 percent) respondents 
are employed in private sectors. 73 family 
heads are in Government service and 60 of 
them who are retired from their service lead a 
life as pensioners. 


261(4.2percent) families depend upon 
children for their livelihood. It is to be 
observed here that out of the total families 
surveyed, 168 (2.7 percent) respondents 
have no source of income. Since majority of 
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ur respondents are women (vide Table 2.1), 
here are also homemakers among them 
desides engaging themselves in fish vending 
and other labour related works. Kharvis are 
found struggling for their livelinood by 
engaging themselves in diverse economic 








SI.No Occupation(Main) 





3 Rented Engine Boat accallste 
River Sea Fishin “Without Boat 
7 Retail Fish SE 


Agricuture/ Cuttvation 


activities. We may also observe several 
changes in the occupational patterns of 
Kharvis. The survey reveals that the main 
source of income in large number of families 
is wage labour; fishing, manual or agriculture. 


Distribution of Families According to Main Occupation 





Number 


Percentage 


a 
1 sce aie Labour 4010 64.40 
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Distribution of Families According to Main Occupation 
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The details of subsidiary occupation are 
presented in the Table 2.32. Data reveal that 
the majority informants 2352 (37.8 percent) 
among Kharvis have taken up fishing and fish 
vending works as their subsidiary occupation 
and another 645 families are engaged as 
wage labourers. 22 families are involved in 
semiskilled occupations like beedi rolling, 
handicrafts making etc. Although 189 families 
(3.00%) (VideTable2.3) are located in forest 
area, very insignificant i.e. 6 (0.1%) families 
depend on collection of forest produce as 


Table 2.32 








their subsidiary occupation. Similarly, 5 
percent of Kharvi families are not engaged | 
any subsidiary occupations. As data show 
(Table 2.31 & 2.32) the main and subsidiary 
occupations of majority families are wage 
labour. Thus we may comprehend that the 
main source of income in large number of 
families from both main and subsidiary 
occupations, is wage labour; fishing, manual 
or agriculture. 


Distribution of Families According to Subsidiary Occupation 


SI.No Occupation (Subsidiary) Number Percentage 


1 Fish Vending/Fishing 2352 37.80 

2 Wage Labour 645 10.40 | 

3 Semi Skilled(Beedi Rolling/Handi -crafts etc) 22 0.30 

4 Forest Produce 6 0.10 

5 Not Any 3201 51.40 
Total 6226 100.00 — 
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Semi Skilled 
0.1% 


Hunting / Forest Produce 


37.8% 
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ascertain the employment patterns and When we examine the above data, it is clear 
work participation of husband, wife, sons, that among Kharvis the degree of female work 
daughters, and other members in the family, participation is slowly increasing. In 
the interviewees were asked to provide _ intergenerational mobility, compared to 
details. The relevant data are presented in mothers, the degree of work participation 
Tables 2.33 and 2.34. The significant majority | among daughters is slightly higher due to 
of husbands i.e. 1950 (74.4 percent) are encouragement for female education, women 
employed and 668 (26.6 percent) of them are employment opportunities, increasing 
unemployed. Similarly a significant majorityof | awareness and aspirations. Besides, the 
wives i.e. 4638 (82.6 percent) in Kharvi fishing occupation requires the involvement 
families are homemakers. However, 17.4 of family members. 

percent (976) of wives and 19.7 percent =A large number of Kharvi women assist menin 
(1957) of daughters in families are working. In different types of fishing related works like 
case of sons’ occupations, about 50 percent _ gelling fish, storing, loading, carrying, drying, 
of them are employed and remaining 50 cleanings, maintenance and dragging nets 
percent of them are unemployed. As 46.8 etc. As the aging population is higher (Vide 
percent of Kharvi Families (vide Table 2.5) are = Tables 2.8 and 9; Aged Men: 18.90% and 
joint or extended, among the other members Women: 12.4%) in Kharvi community, there 


of the family such as old parents, near = are many aged men and women who are 
relatives etc, the percentage of those = ynemployed. 


employed is only 25.2. 


Table 2.33 
Distribution of Families According to Employment 
Pattern of other Members 


SI. Employment Mother/ Wife Daughters Sons Other 
No Status Members 
% rs: eed %e | Pee 






























Unemployed 4638 82.60 5539 80.30 4535 50.10 1536 74.80 





Family Income 


The survey on annual family income (vide __ table confirm that the proportion of families of 
Table 2.35) reveals that 90 percent of the — the respondents belonging to high-income 
population i.e. 5799 (93.14 percent) of them groups and income above one lakh and 
have the annual income of below Rs 50000 _—_ above is low. The number of families having 
and next 193 (3.1 percent) belong to the income more than two lakhs is only 101 
annual income group of Rs 50000 to 1 lakh. (1.6percent).The findings unravel that 

_ The number of families having more than one majority of Kharvi families are in below 
lakh but less than 2lakhs income is 2.1(133 poverty line. It is also confirmed from the data 
families) percent. It is found from the table pertaining to possession of ration cards (see 
that the average annualincome ofthefamilies Table 2.30) that the majority, (BPL and 
of the respondents is Rs 49746.00 and  Anthyodaya families clubbed together) 5464 
accordingly the average monthly income is (87.76 percent) of Kharvi families belong to 
Rs 4145.5. the category of Below Poverty Line(BPL). 


Thus the data and results presented in the 


55 


Table 2.35 
Distribution of Families According to Total Annual Income 


(From all sources) 













~ Income of family Frequency Percentage xX Fx 
1 <20000 4526 72.70 10000 - Breer : 
2 20000-30000 795 12.80 25000  —- 19875000 fae 
3 30000-40000 273 4.40 — 35000 aE. 

4 40000-50000 205 3.30 ~ 45000 

5 50000-1lakh 193 3.10 75000. : 

6 1Lakh —2lakhs 133 2.10 150000 1995 

Z 2Lakhs and above 101 1.60 250000 












Total 100.00 





Average Income per year per family = Rs.49746 
Average income per month = Rs 4145.5 


Chart 3.12: 
Distribution of Families According to Annual Income 


9 PGS 


< =<20kK 


12.8% 


4% = 20k - 30k 
% 30,000 - 40,000 
O 
3.1% 2 ie cai 
= 50,000- 1 Lakh 2 SOON eo a 1.6% 


ILakh-2Lakh zo ,akh i above 


56 


Land Use Patterns (Cultivable Wet and Uncultivable Dry Land): 


Table 2.36 throws light on land use patterns 
ie. the area and type of land owned by 
Kharvis. The data show that out of the total 
population majority families i.e. more than 80 
percent of them do not have either wet or dry 
land. Only 1003 families (16.11 percent) own 
land. The number of families having less than 
10 cents of wet land is 823(13.2percent) and 
~almost equal 707(11.4 percent) families have 
dry land. Similarly 108 (1.7 percent) families 
have the land that ranges from 11 to 20 cents. 
In contrast, 85(1.4 percent) families own dry 
land.42 families own wet land that range from 
_ 21 cents to 50cents and on the other hand 14 
_ families have dry land measuring the same. 
22 families have wet land ranging from 50 
cents to four acres whereas 21 families own 
dry land of similar range. A very few families 
(i.e. eight) have the land that ranges from four 


acres to eight acres. On the other hand very 
insignificant two families own four to six acres 
of dry land. 


Based on the data it is also observed that 
though some families have both wet and dry 
land, there are some other families that hold 
only dry land. The average area of wet land 
owned by Kharvis is 2.4 cents and the dry 
land is 1.5 cents. Though about 20 percent of 
Kharvi families have wet land, due to heavy 
rains the wet land in coastal belts is not 
productive and good yielding. Thus, the 
Survey on land use patterns suggests that 
Kharvis are struggling for their livelinood. 
Majority of families do not hold land. And 
among the land owners, the quantity of land 
that they own is also very less. Thus Kharvis 
suffer from the problem of landlessness. 


Table 2.36: Distribution of Families According to Area & Type of Land 


SI Area of land 
No Xx F 
1. Noland - 5223 
2. 10 cents or less 0.05 823 
3. 11-20 cents 0.15 108 
4. 21-30 cents 0.25 22 
5. 31-40 cents 0.35 7 
6. 41-50 cents 0.45 13 
7. 51-1 acres 0.75 8 
8. 1-2 acres 1.50 11 
9. 2-4 acres 3.00 3 
10. 4-6 acres 5.00 5 
11. 6-8 acres 7.00 2 
12. 8 acres and above 9.00 1 
Total 6226 


Cultivable Wet Land 


Uncultivable Dry Land 


% fx f % fk 
5397 86.70 

41.15 707 11.40 35.35 

16.20 85 1.40 12-79 
40 5.50 7 10 1.75 
10 2.45 4 10 1.40 
20 5.85 3 00 1.35 
10 6.00 8 10 6.00 
20 16.50 9 10 13.5 
00 9.00 4 Te 12.00 
10 25.00 2 .00 10.00 
00 14.00 0 00 .00 
00 9.00 00 00 


0 
6226 100.00 


Cultivatable wet land = 2.4 cents Uncultivated Dry land = 1.5 cent 
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Chart 3.13: 
Distribution of Families 
According to Land Available 
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House Ownership 


As per the survey on house ownership (Vide 
Table 2.37) only 49.1percent (3055) of 
families are found to have own houses with 
clear titles. However little more than 40 
percent of families, 2766 (44.4 percent) 
though own houses, they do not have clear 
titles for their land. Very few i.e.274 (4.4 
Percent) families are living in their rented 
houses. 113(1.8 percent) families have not 
revealed the ownership of their house. 18 
families that are in service sectors depend 
upon Staff quarters. Results of this survey 


Table 2.37 







reveal that though large number of families d 
not own land (Table 2.36), 49.1 percent o 
families have own houses with clear titles, 
This has been made possible because a few 
families could have either little dry or wet land. 
Similarly 2766 families that own houses 
without clear titles is an important issue to be 
tackled by the concerned Government 
authority. Thus, Kharvis not only suffer from 
the problem of landlessness but 
homelessness too. 





House Ownership Particulars of Knarvi Families 


SI No Answer Number Percentage : 
{ Own (Clear title) 3055 49.10 | 
Ze Own (No clear title) 2766 4440 
3. Rented 274 4.40 
4. Govt./Pvt.Quarters 18 30: 
5. NR 113 1.80 
6226 100,005. 3 
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Distribution of Families According to House Ownership 
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able 2.38 depicts the distribution of families 
according to the type of house. It also 
provides information about the housing 
conditions of Kharvi. As shown in the table, 
majority 4661 (74.80 percent) of Kharvis 
houses are tiled. There are titled storied and 
also houses numbering 333(5.40percent) 
that are partially titled. Totally we find 
-4997(80.26 percent) such houses that are 
tiled or partially tiled. 431(11.7 percent) Kharvi 
families are found in modern apartments. It is 
also to be observed here that 241 (3.9percent) 
families are living in thatched houses and 
there are 110 (1.8 percent) houses which are 
made of cement sheets. There are very fewi.e 
147 (2.4 percent) RCC Storied houses found 
inthe survey. 


ousing Conditions/Type of House 


The findings of the survey reveal that majority 
of Kharvis still depend on their traditional 
titled, tilted cum cement or tilted cum 
thatched houses. The thatched and cement 
sheet houses together account 351(5.64 
percent) which also confirm that the housing 
conditions of majority families are not in good 
shape. It is also to be noted here that 3178 
(51percent) houses do not have flush out 
lavatories (vide Table 2.15) Economic 
backwardness, non-clearance of land titles, 
lack of health awareness are some of the 
factors responsible for their poor housing 
conditions. The survey also suggests that the 
plight of housing (About 15 percent) among 
Kharvis is slowly improving. 


Table 2.38: Distribution of Families According to the Type of House 
SI.No Type of House Number Percentage 
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Source of Drinking Water 


Germ free potable water is very essential for 
maintaining good health. It is also an 
important indicator of the socio-economic 
development. The national norm stipulates 
the minimum provision of 40 liters of water per 
capita per day (LPCD-Level of 40 liters per 
capita per day). As answers summarized in 
Table 2.39 regarding water facilities available 
at home, about one third of families 2313 
(36.95 percent) have their own independent 
source of water like open wells, bore wells or 
ponds. Out of 1637 open wells and 665 bore 
wells, 424(6.8 percent) families have adopted 
own taps. 715(1.1 percent) of families could 
afford to have domestic water from the 
institutional source i.e. facility provided by the 
Municipalities and the Panchayats. However, 
little less than 50 percent i.e. 2808 (44.86 
percent) families depend upon public bore 
wells and neighbours’ wells. 


The Case of Udupi District: An illustration of 
Udupi district would enable us to understand 
the situation of availability of drinking water in 
coastal region in general and Udupi district in 
particular. Udupi and Kundapur taluks are in 
the coastal region and Karkala is in the hilly 
region. As per 2001 census, 77 percent of the 
households in Udupi district still depend on 
wells for drinking water, only 13 percent on 
taps, 3 percent on bore wells with hand 
pumps and 7 percent on other sources. As 
regards the proximity, 59 percent of 
households have drinking water facility within 
the premises and 23 percent outside but near 
the premises. Only 17 percent have to fetch 
water from far away sources: but within one 
km distance. However, the main problem 
faced by the district with regard to drinking 
water is the quality of water. It is estimated that 
only 19.69 percentage households in the 
district have safe drinking water supply. Thus 
in terms of safe drinking water, Udupi district 
ranks the lowest in the state. In the state as a 
whole, the percentage o/ households with 
safe drinking water is 85. The situation is 





worse in rural areas (16.92 %) as compared te 
urban areas (31.61 %). In Udupi city, the 
principal source of water supply is taps. The 
KUDCEMP ( Karnataka Urban 
Development and Coastal Environment 
Management Project) project of lifting water 
from Swarna river (Il Stage) for providing 
drinking water to Udupi and Kundapur 
towns have nearly been completed and are 
expected to solve the problem of safe 
drinking water supply in these two townships. 
Karkala town is still facing safe drinking water 
supply problem. 


Water problem in coastal Belt: Traditionally, 7 
households in Dakshina Kannada and Udupi 
districts, both urban and rural areas, are - 
dependent on well water for drinking 
purposes. Most of the houses have their own 
wells within their premises for drinking water 
supply. Though the districts receive an annual 
precipitation of around 3500 mm average, 75 
percent of it runs as surface water and 
reaches the sea through streams, rivers, 
rivulets etc. Water holding capacity of the soil 
(laterite) is poor. 7 to 8 percent of water 
evaporates; hence, the quantum of water that 
gets into soil as underground water is small. 
During the rainy season, the water flows 
perpendicularly and the underground water 
level will not deplete. With the cessation of the 
rainy season, the underground water stats 
flowing laterally and the level of ground water 
starts depleting, creating drinking water 
scarcity during summer months. At times, 
drinking water supply scarcity becomes very 
acute in certain localities of the districts. The 
other major problems faced by the districts 
with regard to drinking water supply are 
contamination of water and salinity in coastal 
areas. The hand pumps in the districts are not 
in use during the rainy season. Consequently, 
the casing pipes (Except galvanized or those 
pipes made of PVC) of the bore wells are 
rusted. Because of this, the rust is dissolved 
in water and stinks during summer. Bacteria 
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ect the well water, which is out of use during 
Ne rainy season, if chlorination is not done. 
imilarly, in most of the coastal belt, during 
summer, well water becomes saline. This also 
poses a serious problem for safe drinking 
water. 


Thus the survey on sources of drinking water 
in Kharvi families explores that only about 50 


Note: Multiple choices used here 


percent could afford to have independent 
water facility at their homes. The remaining 
about 50 percent of families is still struggling 
for their drinking water. The economic 
backwardness and the plight of water source 
in coastal belt as highlighted above, are 
contributing for the problem of drinking water 
in Kharvi families. 


Table 2.39: Distribution of Families According to Availability of Water 
SI No Answer Number Percentage 


1637 26.00 
11 6205: 
424 6.80 
1276 20.00 : 
1532 24.00 
665 11.00 
715 11.00 
6260 100.00 


Independent Source: 2313 families (36.95%) Independent with institutional Source 3028 (48.37%) 


No independent Source: 2808(44.86%) 
Chart 3.16: 


Distribution of Families According to Sources of Drinking Water 
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Type of Fuel Used 


With regard to use of fuel (Table 2.40) alarge 
majority of the families i.e. 4852 (52.9 percent) 
still depend only on firewood. As many as 
2892 (31.5 percent) families have ERG 


some families. Survey shows that the majority 
depends upon either firewood or kerosene fo 
cooking. As some families using machine 
boats, also get permitted kerosene for fishing 


connection. 1152 (12.6 percent) families stil purpose, kerosene is also used at times for 
depend on kerosene. While very few 48 domestic purpose. Due to economic 
families could have Gobar gas plant, 229 (2.5 backwardness, many could not afford to have 
percent) families use electricity for cooking. LPG connections in their families. Kharvi 
As there are multiple answers, people also families are gradually thriving as far as the use 
use two or three types of fuels alternatively in of fuel is concerned. 


Table 2.40 
Distribution of Families According to Type of Fuel Used 
SI No Fuel used Frequency Percentage 

1 Firewood 4852 ; 
2 LPG Gas 2892. eee 
3 Gobar Gas 48 
4 Kerosene 1152) eee 
5 Electricity 229 





SNS sae 


Total . 9173 <2 eee 


00.00 


Note : Multiple choices used here 





Chart 3.17: 
Distribution of Families According to Fuel Used 


Electricity 2.5% 
Kerosene 12.6% 


Fire Wool : ———_— Gobar Gas 0.5% 
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=lectricity 


he data presented in Table 2.41 provide 
formation about availability of electricity and 
ts types in Kharvi families. A large majority of 
families 5683(92.06 percent) have electricity 
onnections. Out of the total families 
electrified, 5031(81.50percent) have 
domestic connection and 652 (10.56 percent) 
families are AEH (All Electric Home) 
connected. However, 325(5.26 percent) 
families are still deprived of the benefit of 
electricity connections. A few families 114 










(1.85 percent) have single lights (Under 
Government Scheme), solar (16 Families) 
and Gobar gaslights (12 Families). Five 
families are found with only solar lights. Due 
to insufficient source of income, thatched 
houses, thatched cum tiled houses or poorly 
constructed cement sheet houses (About 
seven percent/See also Table 2.38), still, the 
electricity connection has not reached 325 
Kharvi houses. 


Table 2.41 
Availability of Electricity and its Types in Kharvi Families 
SI No Answer Number Percentage 
1. Not connected 325 eect pe See 
2. Single-light (Bhagyajyoti) 114 sieht i Vedi Fa 
Da »bergas light 12 0.19 
aes omestic 5031 2 aah 7% Lp lore | apes 
c Gobar Gas 18 0129 
eo Domestic cai: Saeen ee coin Bs 0.26 : oa 
7. Solar Light Only 5 eR ae 
ae seen BOE os Ge eee 
6173 100.00 





Chart 3.18 


Note : Multiple choices used here 


Distribution of Families According to Availability/ Type of Electricity 


le leasles 





No Electricity 
Single Light (Bhagyajyothi) 
Domestic Connection 


Non Conventional Electricity 


All Electric Homes (AEH) 


Means of Transport Available at Home 


With regard to the type and means of 
transport facility available in families, (vide 
Table 2.42 percent) as large as 2022 (35 
percent) respondents own two wheelers at 
their homes. As auto rickshaws (three 
wheelers) are used as tourist vehicles, 188 
(3.2 percent) families own auto rickshaws for 
tourist purpose. Very insignificant i.e 1.6 
percent and little less than these families own 
car, van, tempo, truck, or jeep at their homes. 


As fishing folk 414(7.1 Percent) families own 
boats in which 141 (2.4 percent) are motor or 
machine boats. Little more than 50 percent © 
(3078 families) of respondents do not own : 
any vehicles in their houses. It is clear that 
about fifty percent of families only own 
vehicles at their homes in which seven 
percent boats are meant for fishing or very 
occasionally used for transport purpose. 





Table 2.42: Type/Means of Transport Available in Kharvi Families 


Answer 

Two Wheelers 
Auto Rickshaw 
Car 
Van/Tempo 
Jeep 

Truck 

Motor Boat 
Boat 

None 

Total 


SI No 


oe NAS eo 


Chart 3.19 


Number Percentage 
2022 35.00 
188 3.2.00 
95 1.6.00 
35 0.60 

2 .0O 

6 0.10 

141 2.40 
273 4.70 
3078 53.00 
5840 100.00 


Note: Multiple choices used here 


Distribution of Families According to Means of 


Transport Available at Home 
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he data shown in Table 2.43 reveal the 
availability of means of communication and 
electronic devices in Kharvi families. The data 
show that a little more than fifty percent i.e. 
5597 (53.33 percent) respondents have 
mobile or landline phones in their houses in 
which 111 (1.1percent) families use land line 
with mobile phones and 55 of them have only 
landline connections. Very few families 
151(1.44 percent) are exposed to computer 
and internet facilities. As many as 4301 (40.98 
percent) families have televisions and out of 
this a sizable 2377(32 percent) families are 
‘using dish or cables too. It is also to be 
observed here that 446 (4.2 percent) families 
still do not have any of these electronic or 
communication devices. 


fieans of Communication/ Electronic Devices at Home 


Survey also shows that more than one third 
(41 %) of population has televisions at their 
homes which also convey that more than 50 
percent of families do not have televisions. 
Similarly little less than 50 percent of families 
do not have telephone connections in any 
form at their homes. The survey also suggests 
that the mobile phones being cheaper and 
essential, are found more in number than the 
televisions in Kharvi community. Very few 
affluent and educated families could afford to 
buy computers and have internet facility too. 
Thus the extent of availing modern means of 
communications and electronic devices 
among Kharvis is less and the improvement is 
gradual. 


Table 2.48: Commu nication/Electronic devices Available in Families 


Answer 
andline telephone 


SI No 
iF 









Number Percentage 
fete] 0.50 










oe Mobile(Cell) phones onl 


5431 52.00 









) Computer with Internet 





72 0.70 











7 TV with Cable or dish 





2377 23.00 


Total 


Household Articles 


The details shown in Table 2.44 provide 
information about availability of household 
articles. About one third of families each i.e. 
2808 (34 percent) have grinders and 2555(31 
percent) have mixy in their houses. As many 
as 1181 families (14 percent) have 
refrigerators at their homes. Though less than 
two percent of Kharvi families have washing 


10495 100.00 
Note: Multiple choices used here 


machines, inverter systems, digital cameras, 
boilers and vacuum cleaners, it is not very 
significant. It is also to be noted here that 
about one fifth of Kharvi population i.e. 1379 
(17percent) families cannot afford to buy 
modern home appliances, partly also due to 
non- availability of electric connections in 325 
(Table 2.41) families. 


Table 2.44: Household Articles Available in Kharvi Families 


Number 
2555 


SI No Answer 
7. Mixy 


Percentage 
31.00 





Refrigerator 1181 14.00 


Inverter System 





Note: Multiple choices used here 
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Chart 3.20 c 
Distribution of Families Accor 





Possession of Gold 


In India Gold is inevitably used in almost all 
the social and religious rituals. It is universally 
used as an important wealth and a valuable 
ornament. It is considered as the symbol of 
prestige and status of an individual. It is also 
considered as an important economic 
security, used during exigencies of the family. 
In order to investigate the awareness level of 
Kharvis towards gold as an asset and to 
assess their purchasing capacity, the survey 
has also been carried out on possession of 
gold. 


As Table 2.45 manifests, a large majority of 
families 4838 (77.70 percent) is in possession 
of gold. About one fourth of respondents i.e. 
1388 (22.3 percent) said that they have no 
gold in their families. However out of those 





ding to Household Articles 





who are in possession of gold, the majority 
2195 (35.3 percent) have only less than eight 
grams. Next 1703 (27.4 percent) families 
have gold ranging from 8 to 24 grams. 
Similarly, 561(9 percent) respondents said 
that they have 24-40 grams of gold at their 
homes and very few i.e. 379(6.1 percent) 
families have more than 40 grams of gold. 
The results of the survey suggest that the 
majority of families have gold, like it is usually 
found? in any other inidiaitieda mmiress 
Nevertheless, the quantity of gold is less. 
However, 22.3 percent of families still do not 
have gold at their homes. Based on data it 
may also be understood that the awareness 
and fascination for use of gold is gradually 
increasing in Kharvi community. 














Table 2.45 
Possession of Gold in Kharvi Families 
SI No Answer Number Percentage 

1 NoGald sls aan 22.30 
3. Less than 8grms: - =.) i aaa 35.30 
A 8-24 grms_ Peres: 1703 27.40 
4. 24-40 9rms. .. 5 9.0 
a 


Above 40 grms 


a je) See 









379 6.10 
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Economic Institutions and Units 


Table 2.46 
Respondents’ Membership in Financial institutions and NGOs 


SI No Particulars Answer Percentage 


a 1 Co- operatives 2979 47.84 
| as 2 Self- Help Group 2118 34.02 
3 No Membership 1129 18.14 


Total 





The Table 2.46 gives an account of — co-operatives or Self Help Groups (SHGs). It 
respondents’ membership in different is also to be observed that as many as 
financial institutions and NGOs. As 1129(18.14percent) of respondents do not 
Summarized in the table, a majority have any memberships in any such 
respondents 5097(81.86 percent) are the institutions. 2118 (34.02 percent) of them 
members of one or the other institutions either have memberships in Self-Help groups. 


Chart 3.21 
Distribution of Families According to Type of Membership 


Xe 
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18.14% 


Co-Op Banks 


Self Help Group 


34.02% 
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Respondents who have membership in co- financial institutions and non-governmental 
operative institutions are 2979 (47.84 organizations, 18 percent of population is still 
percent). Though more than eighty percentof — notexposed to such enterprises. 

population is involved in the activities of rural 
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Savings Bank Account and Insurance 


As far as holding of savings bank accounts 
and insurance among Kharvis 
are concerned, (Table 2.47), the percentage 
of those holding savings bank accounts is 
more than the number of insurance policies. 
Majority Kharvis have savings bank accounts 
(74.3 percent) in one oF the other financial 
institutions. It is found that the number of S/B 
accounts is more in banks than in CO- 


Table 2.47 


Respondents Holding SB A/Cs & Insurance 


SI No Particulars Answer Percentage 
1 | eee Bank | 

| g VERE ey eeoperatines aie 2k ee ae ee 
Te _—_ Post Office _ | "ACR eal 

4 ean ee Fe SS Be eee 

Total oa nee 
Note: Multiple choices used here — 

Chart 3.22 


Distribution of Familes According to Holding of SB A/C and Insurance 

















operatives and post office. The numbers @ 
families who have purchased insurance 
policies are 25.7 percent. The results of the 
survey reveal that the level of awareness 
about saving habit is heartening. Bul 
regarding insurance, It is not encouraging 
although the risk factor is high in fishing 
related occupations. | 
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Loan Availed 


Table 2.48 enumerates the loans availed by 
Kharvis in financial institutions and Non- 
governmental agencies. It is observed that in 
almost all families, the respondents have 
availed loans from one or the other source. 
The sources of loan they selected are banks, 
co-operatives, insurance, Self-Help 
‘Groups(SHGs) or even private 
‘moneylenders. Out of these sources, the 
maximum loans the families availed 6418 
(89.17 percent) are from banks, co- 
operatives and the self-help groups. About 


Table 2.48 


34.6 percent of families have availed loans 
from banks only. Large number of Kharvis 
have also utilized the loans from SHGs as 
Kharvis are also concentrated more (vide 
Table 2.3) in rural and sea shore areas. 
Besides, different Self-Help Groups are 
actively found in almost all villages of coastal 
belt. The survey also suggests that as Kharvis 
are engaged in fishing and fishing related 
enterprises, they are also aware of the 
benefits of financial institutions and found 
enterprising. 


Particulars of Loans Availed in Financial Institutions/NGOs 


SI No Particulars Answer Percentage 


1 Banks 2490 34.60 


a Pvt. ae. lenders 407 5.66 
5 Self- ee ose. 2148 29.80 








Chart 3.23 


Note: Multiple choices used here 


Distribution of Families According to Loans Availed 


Banks 
34.6% 


Coop 
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Purpose of Loan | 

Tabl . 49 elaborates the purpose and sources), business (17 to 24 %) and purchase 
e 2. 7 : 

ei of loans availed by Kharvi families. of household articles (10 to me %). : 

The data reveal that Kharvis have availed The loans availed for education (7 to 8%) and 


loans for varied purposes like marriage, — medical treatments (3 to 6%) are also found | 


house construction, well construction, — somewhat significantly. The loans availed for” 
purchase of household articles, purchase Of —_ well construction, agriculture, purchase of © 
cattle, education, medical treatment, —_ cattle or evenland are less than almost one or ~ 


purchase of land, agriculture related or it is for — twopercent. 

business. Of all theses purposes, a laf9° — The purposes of loans also unravel that the 
number of families availed loans from housing or house construction was the 
different sources for house construction. As priority given by majority of families. Loans 
many as 1069 (38 percent) respondents — availed for business; mainly fishing related | 
availed loans from banking sectors for house ones are also significant. It also conveys that 
construction. Similarly, 692(89 percent) — Kharvis are gradually enterprising. Arranging 
respondents from co-operatives, 629 (33 marriages of sons and daughters and their 
percent) from Self-Help Groups, — gqucation, the purchase of essential articles 
75((28percent) from insurance Companies, are algo highlighted here. Survey also shows 
147(29.3 percent) from moneylenders, have that comparatively the amount spent for 


availed loans for the construction of houses. educational purpose is very insignificant. 
Next obvious reasons here, after the housing 


are for marriage (15 to 19 % from different 





Table 2.49 
Purpose of Loans Availed in Financial Institutions/NGOs 
Purpose of Banks Co-Operatives Pvt. Insurance __ Self-Help 
Loan Money Groups 
Lenders 
Marriage 516 19.00 259 14.00 95 19.00 292 15.00 43 =e ee 
House Construction 1069 38.00 692 39.00 147 29.30 629 33.00 75 28.00 — 
Well Construction 44 1.60 25) 81:60") io. 259 15 0.80 
Household articles 300 11.00 186 10.00 73 1460 — 40 
Purchase of Cattle 8 0.30 oF 10:30 2. O46 
Education 188 6.80 188. .2-70 43 8.58 
Medical Treatment 90 3.20 74 4.10 26 5.19 
Purchase of Land 36 =~ 1,80 15 0.80 3 -4,60.— 
Agriculture 51 1.80 44 2.40 4 0.80 
Business 483 17.00 355 20.00 90 18.00 
Total 2785 100.00 1796100.00 501 100.00 
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The investigation and assessment of the 
socio-economic conditions of Konkani 
Kharvis of Karnataka was the main objective 
of the present survey. However the focus of 
the survey was mainly on Dakshina Kannada, 
Udupi and Uttara Kannada districts of 
Coastal Karnataka since the majority 95.8 
percent of Konkani Kharvis concentrate in 
Coastal belt of the state and very small 
number i.e. 4.2 percent of them inhabit in the 
neighbouring districts of coastal areas. The 
majority responses and data drawn from 
women respondents is the unique feature of 
the present survey. Sociologically or Social 
Anthropologically, as a distinct, migrant and 
marginalized fisher folk, ‘Kharvis’ have been 
hitherto neither studied nor surveyed in large 
scale. The cultural map or atlas of India is so 
vast and significant that there are many 
communities or areas which have been left 
unexplored. Sociologists like S.C. Dube are of 
the view that the in depth studies on the fisher 
folk of Karnataka have not been either carried 
out or scanty. There is dearth of adequate 
literature on fishing communities of 
Karnataka. From this perspective, the present 
survey on Kharvis is very significant. 


As per the objectives of the survey, the 
description of demographic profile and the 
social conditions of Kharvi Community have 
been furnished in the beginning of the first 
chapter. . In order to present the demographic 
profile and social conditions, the subunits 
such as marital status, sex, and age 
composition of Kharvis, their region and 
settlement patterns, family composition were 
discussed and interpreted. The related 
Subunits such as educational status of 
Kharvis, their buying Capacity, awareness and 
newspapers reading habit are explored inthe 
chapter. In order to investigate the health 
conditions of Kharvis, the variables like 


Conclusions and 


Recommendations 


availability of lavatory facilities, incident of 
deaths, causes of death, fishing related 


—_— AS aT 


accidents and deaths, rescue operations 
and compensations obtained, utilization of — 
health cards, use of narcotic substances are 


also assessed . The opinions, expectations 


utilization patterns, attitude of Kharvis, 


towards governmental and non- 
governmental schemes and benefits have 
also been explored in this chapter. 


The second part of the chapter made an 
attempt to investigate the economic status of 
Kharvis. The economic conditions such as 
the occupational patterns, income level, type 
and possession of ration card, saving habits 
and investments of Kharvis have been 
discussed here. Their assets, possession of 
lavatories at home, house ownership, 
housing conditions, land holding patterns, 
type of fuel used at home, availability of 
electricity at home, means of transport 
available at home, electronic devices 
available at home, household articles 
available at home and possession of gold by 
them were also discussed and estimated 
here. An assessment on economic 
institutions and units such as ownership of 
business firms, shops, and financial 
institutions by Kharvis, was made in this 
chapter. The mode of transactions and 
dealings Kharvis entered in such financial 
institutions was also investigated. 


In order to carry out survey on the above 
objectives, the socio-economic and 
demographic details of Dakshina Kannada, 
Udupi and Uttara Kannada districts have 
been presented with a brief profile of 
Karnataka State, in the introductory section. A 
detailed description of Knarvi community has 
also been given in this section. It included the 
factual information like origin and migration of 


fe 


Kharvis, their maintenance of relationship 
with place of origin Goa, occupation and its 
trends, family, family names and political 
system, marriage, its rites and rules. An 
account of religion, rituals, festivals, deities, 
worships and celebrations, sacred thread 
observance, caste organizations and 
leaderships, business firms, financial and 
health institutions, the attitude and views of 
present Kharvi youth have been presented. 


To fulfill the above objectives, the data were 
collected from primary sources. For 
comparative observations and assessments, 
certain materials have been gathered from 
secondary sources too. For this purpose, a 
pre-coded questionnaire/ schedule has been 
drafted. The questionnaires/schedules have 
been administered through participatory 
research method, with personal interviews, 
informal meetings and discussions. Group 
discussions with Kharvi leaders have also 
been conducted by the project director at 
three different places viz Trasi, Kodi Kanyana 
and Brahmavar in Udupi district. A sizable 
number of Kharvi leaders participated in the 
group discussions and relevant data and 
information have been collected. A pre- 
coded questionnaire/schedule was drafted 
and 84 Kharvi youths have been selected as 
survey enumerators/field workers. They have 
been given orientation and training on 
capacity building, techniques of social survey 
and ways of administering 
questionnaires/schedules. The pretesting of 
questionnaire was also undertaken on them 
with briefing of purpose and intentions of 
questions constructed in the questionnaire in 
two capacity-building workshops. A few 
Kharvi leaders were also involved in the 
workshops for help and monitoring of field 
works. The fieldworks were meticulously co- 
ordinated and supervised. The fieldwork was 
conducted in 47 villages and towns in 
Karnataka State covering 6226 families. The 
total duration taken for fieldwork was two 
months. After the fieldwork, the data entry 


works have been done electronically by 15 © 
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Kharvi enumerators who had the knowledge 
of computer. The data have been processed 
and tabulated in accordance with the 
requirements of the various aspects of the 
survey. The data have been arranged in the 
frequency tables and charts electronically. 
Based on the statistically computed data and 
materials, the results of the analyses have 
been interpreted and on this basis, the survey 
report has been finalized. 


Kharvis are the fishing folk who are found in 
large number in South Coastal Karnataka. 
Fishing being their main occupation, their 
settlements are more concentrated on the 
sea shore of coastal districts of Karnataka. 
However, they are socially, culturally and 
economically a distinct group among the 
fishing castes and communities in India. They 
are socially, economically and educationally 
backward and politically, not well organized. 
They are a Goan migrant fisher folk who 
speak a dialect of Konkani. Hence they are 
also known as ‘Konkani Kharvis’. 


The same term, recorded as ‘Konkan Kharvi’ 
is also found in the Kanara District Gazetteer 
of the Bombay Presidency, Vol. XI, and Part -l, 
Page:310, originally published in 1883. 
Kharvis migrated from Goa during 15th and 
16th centuries. Proselytizing movements, 
Portuguese oppression, hardship of 
inquisition, famines, epidemics, Maratha 
raids are the principal factors which pushed 
Kharvis to leave their place of origin and 
migrate to coastal region of Karnataka State. 


The reports and sources furnished by British 
ethnographers and administrators support 
that fishermen in Kanara region are classified 
into ten groups viz Ambiga, Bhois, Gabits, 
Harkantras, Kabhers, Khande Kharvis, 
Konkan Kharvis, Kolis, Mogers, and Pagis. 
Konkan Kharvis are found all along the 
Kanara coast. The name Kharvi is said to be a 
corrupt form of the Sanskrit ‘Kshar’, salt. They 
are also known as ‘Peshkador’ and ‘pesh’ in 
Portuguese means fish. Many Historians, 
Historiographers, Ethnologists and 


researchers have observed the multi- 
dimensional impact of Gujarat on Goa 
Society and culture. Many are of the opinion 
that Kharvis have originally migrated from 
Gujarat toGoa. Based on the facts described 
by them this survey confirms that the case of 
Kharvi migration denotes ‘inter-state 
migration streams’. This inter-state migration 
has occurred at two stages in three States |.e. 
between Gujarat and Goa and between Goa 
and Karnataka. Normally migration takes 
place mainly for prosperity or betterment. It 
may also take place for vertical mobility or 
higher education. Like the usual occurrences 
of migration in India, the migration of Kharvis 
has occurred mainly for survival and the 
subsistence. Thus, theoretically the migration 
of Kharvis may be fitted into the ‘theory of 
Poverty-Induced Migration’. From the 
historical perspective, Since the Kharvi 
migration took place in earlier period this 
could also be called ‘Slave Migration’ which is 
almost similar to poverty —induced. Slave 
migration takes place under the crises of 
floods, droughts, earthquakes, wars, riots 
etc. The poverty —induced migration theory 
has been formulated by Shekhar Mukherjee, 
a noted theoretician in migration 
studies. (Op.Cit.). Whereas the Typology of 
Slave migration has been developed and 
amplified by noted scholars in human 
migration, W.H. McNeill and M.S.A.Rao 
(Qtd.in Ravender Kumar Kaul: Op.Cit.) 


Terminologically, the names ‘Kharwa’, 
‘Kharva’, ‘Kharavi’, ‘Kharvi’, are spelled and 
interpreted with slight difference in different 
records and regions. However, from the 
above literatures and studies, it is confirmed 
that these names have the same meaning 
derived from their traditional occupation. 
Etymologically, the Samskrita term ‘Kshar’: 
salt or salty, its corrupt form ‘Khar’, 
Portuguese term ‘Pesh'(Fish), ‘Malam’ or 
‘Sagarputra’ used in Gujarat (Means "Son of 
the Ocean") , all point at to Kharvis’ long 
association with salt water, sea and fishing 
occupation. 






Many elderly members of the Khary 
community also said during the grou 
discussions that they have originally migrated 
from Gujarat to Goa and then came down to 
coastal Karnataka. A few respondents also 
said that their place of origin in Gujarat was 
the hills of Knarwa. A hypothetical reference 
about this place is also available in the 
Karnataka State Gazetteer of Udupi district 
(S.A.dilani (ed.): Op.Cit.). This interpretation 
may be accepted if confirmed with supporting 
historical documents. The current available 
historical documents and studies accepted 
by noted Historians, confirm that Kharvis 
have originally migrated from the coastal 
regions of Gujarat viz. Kutch, Khambayat and 
Sourashtra. 


In spite of long and permanent settlement of 
Kharvis in Coastal Karnataka, they have not 
given up their relationship with the place of 
origin i.e Goa. However there is neither 
reciprocity nor any link with their original place 
Gujarat. The links with Goa are maintained by 
establishing marriage alliances, visiting or 
offering worships at their temples. In recent 
decades, the members of Kharvi community 
belonging to Goa and Karnataka frequently 
come together participating in their 
association activities under the banner of ‘All 
India Konkani Kharvi Mahajana Sabha’, a 
registered caste organization located at 
Kundapur in Udupi district. In recent decades 
large numbers of Konkani Kharvis have 
migrated from coastal region to other parts of 
Karnataka for the purpose of education and 
employment. They are scattered in major 
urban areas of the state. 


Historical records and sources reveal that 
Kharvis have been pursuing the occupation 
of fishing for a very long period. Though the 
modes of fishing are traditional, they have 
been increasingly supplemented by 
mechanized methods in recent decades. 
Traditionally women assist men in fishing 
operations such as shifting fishes from the 
boats to the vehicles or selling in the market. 
Occasionally women are also found fishing in 
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the river using nets or collecting shell fishes. 
Kharvis are brave, hardworking, religious, 
god fearing, social and hospitable. Recently 
the shell fishing and shell trades are also 
becoming popular among them. Besides 
fishing, they are also engaged in other allied 
occupational activities like boat and ship 
building works. The knowledge of boat 
building works enabled many of them to take 
up carpentry works even outside coastal 
region. However the present youths are more 
attracted by modern jobs under the impact of 
_ modern education. . 


Kharvi family is patriarchal where father or any 
elderly male member exercises rights and 
power over other members and the family 
property. Though the patriarchal joint family is 
predominant among Kharvis, it is being split 
into nuclear families these days. Their caste 
name ‘Kharvi’ is the common surname or 
family name which is suffixed in their names. 
Besides the surname ‘Kharvi’ the names 
Naik, Tandela, Pandit, Patel, Mesta, Hegade, 
Saranga, Sepai, Kanoji, Sarandikar are also 
used as surnames and to regulate marriage 
relations as well. The Konkani Kharvis who 
inhabit in Uttara Kannada district have the 
following surnames like Banavalekar, 
Kudtalkar, Jambavalkar, Gulekar, Surangekar, 
Palekar and Tandel. The family names Patel, 
Naiks, Hegade represent their position as 
headman of village governing council. 


Politically, Knarvi community is divided into 
several governing councils or internal 
administrative bodies called ‘ Vargh’. The 
headman of the ‘Vargh’ is called ‘Patel’ or 
‘Budyant’, whose office is hereditary. The 
Patel is assisted by two persons called 
‘Muktesars’. The term ‘Budyant © is more 
popular among the Kharvis of Uttara 
Kannada District. Patel plays an important 
role in arranging ‘Holi’ festival and marriage 
ceremonies. In olden days the ‘Vargh’ also 
played an important role as a court of justice, 
in settling internal disputes or imposing 


punishments to those violating caste rules — 


and customs. 
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Kharvis observe ‘Dhaare’ (Pouring of water) 
form of marriage like those of many Hindus. 
Several purificatory rituals are observed 
before and during the marriage and the after. 
A Brahmin priest is invited to officiate at the 
marriage. Marriage is performed by 
observing several Vedic traditions. As a part 
of preliminary rituals of marriage, the Brahmin 
astrologers are consulted to ascertain the 
horoscope matching of bride and 
bridegroom. Often, offerings (Prasaada) 
received from the temple are verified with the 
help of temple priest, in order to form 
marriage relationship. Many traditional rites 
and rituals of Kharvi marriage are in the 
process of transformation today. 


Kharvis worship several gods and goddesses 
like those of majority Hindus. However, 
worship of female or mother deity is very 
significant among them. They generally 
consider mother deity as their pantheon god 
or family deity. Each family worships its own 
deity resided in Goa. They have constructed 
their own temples at different places in 
coastal Karnataka. Kharvis consider the head 
of Shringeri Mutt in Karnataka as their spiritual 
teacher. Kharvis observe different types of 
pre-natal, post-natal rituals which are almost 
similar to the rituals observed by other 
Hindus. Among Kharvis, the pollution of 
death is observed for eleven days. Although 
normally, the dead body is cremated, in 
certain lineages like Nayaks, Patels, or 
maternity related deaths of women, the dead 
persons are buried. They also observe the 
death anniversaries of deceased as per 
Hindu traditions. They observe different types 
of festivals usually celebrated by Hindus like 
Deepavali, Tulasi Pooja, Ganesha Chaturthi, 

Navaratri (Dasara), Rama Navami, Nagara 
Panetamiy NoolacHunnime, 

ChandramanaYugadi, Holi. Samudra Pooja 

(Worship of Sea). Of all the festivals 

celebrated, the Holi festival is the most 

important one, observed annually during the 

month of march with much vigour and zeal. 

Kharvis call it ‘ Hulae Parab’. However, the 


Kharvis who inhabit around Bengre In 
Mangaluru, call Holi festival as ‘Sigmo’ which 
in Konkani means festival. It is celebrated for 
the worship of Lord Shiva. It is the festival of 
entire community where all the men and 
women of Kharvi families participate in it. 
Different Holi teams (‘Pongod' ) are formed in 
their settlements. The troupes after offering 
worship at the temple, visit houses 
performing dances by singing Holi songs In 
their dialect (Called ‘Sainvara’) and beating 
drums. A few men and women participants 
also perform oracles at dance as the 
representation of deities. The Holl dance 
ends with burning a heap of grass as a 
symbol of ‘Kamadahana’. 


It is also observed during group discussions 
and interviews that the practice of wearing 
sacred thread exists among Kharvis. It is also 
observed that the sacred thread is offered to 
sea god for seeking His/Her blessings, before 
actually beginning the fishing work. It is 
offered to the sea along with betel leaves and 
areca nut by a group of Kharvi men as a part 
of sea worship for the prosperity of fishing 
operations. Thus the sacred thread is a very 
Significant article found in their religious ritual. 
This custom points at to the influence of 
Sankritization. Kharvis are organized into 
several caste associations and groups. Caste 
Organizations have been established at 
different places where their settlements exit. 
The ‘All India Konkani Kharvi Mahajana 
Sabha’ a registered organization is 
considered as the parent body of all caste 
organizations of Kharvi community. Its 
registered office is situated at Gangolli and 
the administrative office functions at Trasi in 
Kundapur Taluk of Udupi district. This 
Organization is very active in organizing 
constructive programmes for the welfare and 
wellbeing of its people. 


The fact that there are 20.6 percent (1280) of 
families with widows both young and aged in 
Kharvi community, induces curiosity among 
Sociologists and Social Scientists to 
investigate their socio-economic conditions, 


problems and multiple aspects of 
widowhood. Though there are divorced an 
separated women, their number is not very 


significant. There are 188 single individual 


families who are either not married or without 
dependents. Although the small and nuclear 
families among Kharvis are very gradually 
increasing with 4.58 as an average size, 46.8 
percent of families are still joint and extended 
with members ranging from five to fifteen. 





The survey has shown that the total number of ~ 


Kharvi population in the state is 29099 and the ~ 
sex ratio shows 921:1000. (i.e. there are 921 — 


Kharvi females to that of 1000 Kharvi males). 
The fact that the sex ratio in general is 
showing a declining trend, it is less than the 


—s 


national average and much less than the state — 


and the district averages, but not essentially 
inthe state of being out of balance . The child 
sex ratio as shown in the survey 885:1000 
also supports the above fact. It is very much 
less compared to national (919:1000), state 
(948:1000), the current child sex ratio 
(945:1000/India Guide Population of India 
2017) and the general sex ratio (921:1000) 
Surveyed on Kharvis. This trend clearly 
indicates that the female population in Kharvi 
community is gradually decreasing. 


The average age of the male head with 47.63, 
proves that the middle aged and the adults 
are more in number than the youth population 
in Kharvi community. The survey on ageing 
population discloses that 18.90 percent of 
males in Kharvi population are above 60. The 
percentage of old women is 12.4. The total 
aged population among Kharvis is 15.4 
percent. All these figures are much higher 
than the national figures. We have 8.6 percent 
of aged men and 8.2 percent aged women in 
India as per 2011 Census. We have 9 percent 
of graying population in India. The male 
senior citizens among Kharvis are almost 
double the national average. Female senior 
citizens are also more than their counterparts 
in India. The projected Indian ageing 
population in 2050 would be 21 percent. If we 
examine the national scenario with 9 percent 
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; lderly, and the projected ageing population, 
the figure 15.4 percent aged among Kharvis, 
is much higher. The survey also has displayed 
that the number of male senior citizens are 
more in Kharvi community than the female 
‘senior citizens. Since the phenomenon of 
population ageing is becoming a major 
concern for the policy makers all over the 
world, both developed and developing 
countries, the increasing ageing population 
~among Kharvis is disheartening. 


The youth population among Kharvis in the 
age group 15-35 reveals 46.26 percent. It 
manifests that young population is higher 
than the national average (about 35.3%). The 
concept of ‘youth age group’ has been 
changing in different years. For instance, 
According to 2011 census in India, the youth 
population was 19.00 percent as per the age 
group 15-24 adopted by the UNO. The 
National Youth Policy (NYP) -2003 defined the 
youth as in the age group of 13-35.lIt later 
modified in 2014 and defined ‘youth ‘as 
persons in the age group of 15-29 years. In 
the 2017 report again NYP adopted 15-34 
years as youth in order to show trends and 
changes over long period of time. As per the 
present survey, we may arrive at a conclusion 
that the young population in Kharvi 
community being comparatively larger, the 
workforce is also larger and economically 
more potential. 


The survey figures indicate that educationally, 
the Kharvis are not much empowered. The 
figures reflect the lower educational status of 
women parents (59.6 percent as against 74.9 
percent of men parents-Average Parents’ 
literacy is 65.5). However the general Kharv! 
literary percentage (81.4%) is certainly higher 
than the national level figure (74.4%). But 
when we compare the literacy rate of South 
Coastal Karnataka (Attained 100%), the 
percentage of Kharvi literacy is showing 
much less. Survey has manifested that 82 
percent of daughters and 56.9 percent of 


sons are engaged in studies. Compared to . 


preceding generation the number of literacy 
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percentage and those receiving education 
among sons and daughters are on the 
increase (Sons 92.3% and daughters 98.9%). 
It is heartening to note that the number of 
daughters pursuing education (82 %) is much 
higher than the sons (56.9%). It is observed 
that many sons discontinue after attaining 
some education in order to take up the family 
responsibilities. A few parents are also found 
continuing their studies or pursuing their 
education through distance mode or 
attending evening classes. However, the 
number of persons — who have received 
higher education or those continuing is less 
(slightly more than 10 percent) in the 
community. Similarly, those pursued and 
pursuing post graduation (less than two 
percent) is very insignificant. However, 
Compared to the general youth literacy of 
India in the age group of 15-24 years, (88.4% 
for male youth and 74.4% for female youth) as 
peworoe fepy NI CE 20.1.2 
(Updated/2013:2), the literacy of present 
generation in Kharvi community is higher. 
The fact that the educational awareness and 
aspirations among Kharvis are encouraging, 
the data also manifest their educational 
backwardness. 


Although 65.5 % of parents and more than 
90% of children in families are literates, and 
the general literacy is showing 81.4 percent, 
the majority families (93.70 percent) do not 
get newspapers. Of the total literates, the level 
of awareness about newspaper reading habit 
among Kharvis is very low. While a few among 
them do not have the financial capacity to buy 
the newspapers at their homes, many others, 
depend upon TV and mobile devices for news 
and information. Survey reveals that the 
newspapers are not easily accessible in 
certain remote villages, forests and CRZ 
regions of Kharvi settlements.|t is observed 
that only half of the respondents’ families 
could afford to have the lavatory facility. But 
due to lack of health awareness or economic 
backwardness, almost equal numbers of 
families do not have lavatory facility.Since 


long fishermen families living very close to 
sea, are adapted to open defecation. Such 
families, as observed during the survey, do 
not consider lavatories as very essential. 


According to 2001 census; only 56.29 
percent of households in Udupi district had 
access to toilets. In urban areas, It was 83.89 
percent and in rural areas, 49.88 percent. In 
other words, nearly half of the rural 
households had no toilet facilities. There will 
not be so much variation in Dakshina 
Kannada district as these two districts are 
almost identical in all respects. With the 
commissioning of the Total Sanitation 
Campaign, a lot of importance was given to 
improving the sanitary conditions of this 
district. Under KUDCEMP (Karnataka Urban 
Development and Coastal Environment 
Management Project) scheme, lavatories for 
BPL (Below Poverty Line) families have been 
constructed in coastal towns of Udupi and 
Dakshina Kannada districts. As reported in 
Udayavani Kannada daily, in Karnataka 50 
percent of the jurisdictions of Village 
Panchayats has access to toilets and is free 
from open defecation. It is also heartening to 
note that out of 46 districts selected in India, 
the districts Dakshina Kannada and Udupi 
have been adjudged for the award of ' 
Swachchata Darshan” in 2017, by the 
Government of India for the achievements in 
the field of Sanitation.(op.cit). According to 
UNICEF statistics of Indias20nia tine 
percentage of Indians using improved 
sanitation facilities is only 35.1, and in rural 
India, it is (23.9 percent) still less. The 
Sanitation facility in Indian urban sectors is 
99.7 percent. Although the percentage of 
sanitation facility among Kharvis is higher 
than the general average and Indian rural 
scenario, there is aneed to develop sanitation 
facilities in Kharvi community. 


As data show, a large majority (72.60 percent) 
of families have not got the Konkani Health 
Cards issued by Manipal University. It is a 
‘Group Family Health Care Scheme’ 
implemented by Manipal University 






exclusively for Konkani speakin 
communities. This scheme is more or less lik 
group insurance and health insurance. It 
provides each family free medical facility in all 
the units of Kasturba Medical Hospital, up to 
Rs 50000 per year for both, in and out 
patients. However a nominal fee has to be 
paid for both getting card and for its annual 
renewal. Many families have not registered for 
cards either due to lack of knowledge of the ~ 
availability of such a facility or inability to pay 
the nominal fees by very poor families. Lack of 
encouragements to utilize the facility may 
also be another factor. 


There are varied causes of deaths in Kharvi 
community. Next to old age, the heart 
disease, accidents, liver problem, anemia 
and cancer are the major causes of deaths. 
The maternal mortality ratio of India is 210 as 
oer UNICEF Statistics India-2012. In spite of 
improvement in the field of maternity care and 
institutional delivery in recent decades, it is 
disheartening to note six cases of maternity 
related deaths in Kharvi families. Similarly 77 
(one to three years) cases of deaths due to 
accidents, 18 (2.2 percent) suicides are to be 
considered seriously besides the situation of 
heart, liver problem, cancer and anemia. The 
40 percent of informants using narcotic 
substances and drugs in different forms also 
show that the health status of Kharvis has 
been affected by such habits. 


The data on fishing related accidents and 
deaths, rescue operations and granting of 
compensations show that, Kharvis are 
engaged in fishing at their risk. Their fishing 
activity is at risk, often losing life and at times 
even dead bodies. The rescue operations are 
delayed and there are no follow ups on it by 
the authorities. Compensations that are due, 
don't reach all the affected families owing to 
the apathy of bureaucrats. The lack of 
awareness and backwardness also are the 
other contributing factors for the existing state 
of affairs. 


The survey has also explored the data 
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associated with Kharvis’ expectations, 
tilization patterns and their attitudes towards 
governmental and non-governmental 
schemes and benefits. Out of 755 (19 % ) of 
eligible aged men and women only 
483(12.13%) senior citizens availed the old 
age pension under ‘Sandhya Suraksha’ 
scheme. That means the scheme has not 
reached 272 (6.84%) eligible persons. In case 
of widow pension, only 774(19.44percent) 
widows enjoy the benefit and 300(7.54%) 
women are deprived of governmental 
monthly allowance. Out of 240(6%) differently 
abled (Physically and mentally challenged), 
166 (4.17%) of them are getting allowance. 
74(1.86%) eligible differently abled could not 
enjoy the benefit of the scheme. Under the 
‘Manasvini’scheme, i.e ‘women above 40 
without sons’ only 49 out of 117 women are 
benefitted. The rest 68(1.71%) are not 
benefitted. Out of 599 (15%) eligible persons, 
434 (10.90%) of them have availed the 
scheme of Bhagyalakshmi Bond which is 
issued by the government for the benefit of 
girl child. That means 165 (4.15%) eligible 
persons could not avail the benefit. The 
benefit of Indira Avaz and other housing 
schemes was utilized only by 183 (4.59%) 
persons though there were 376 (9.4 %) 
eligible persons. About 50 percent of eligible 
persons were not able to gain from this 
scheme. The beneficiaries of ‘Matsyashreya’ 
Scheme were only 437 (10.97%) although 
there were 819 (20.6%) eligible persons. The 
‘Matsyashreya’ Scheme is meant for fishing 
communities, implemented for buying fishing 
equipments and materials. This scheme has 
been introduced in order to promote fishing 
and fishing families. The survey says that 
almost 50 percent i.e. 382 (9.60%) eligible 
| persons /families were not able to make use 
of the benefit of this useful scheme. 


The data suggests that many deserving 
members of Kharvi community have not been 
able to utilize various governmental schemes. 
The survey shows that of the total eligible 
people only about 40/50 percent of them 
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could get the governmental benefits under 
various schemes. It is evident from the data 
that, although 81.4 percent of Kharvis are 
literate, the greater proportion of eligible 
persons in families, are either not aware of the 
schemes or they could not get the benefit due 
to bureaucratic dysfunctions and the red 
tape. 


Data pertaining to serious problems and their 
types in Kharvi families show that, out of total 
6226, the majority 6027(96.80%) of 
respondents answered affirmatively and 
199(3.19%) said that they do not have any 
problems at home. Of those who have said 
yes, the majority 3176 (51.01%) said that they 
have water problem. As shown in survey only 
36.95 percent of families have independent 
source of water at their homes. Next major 
problem they have said is serious financial 
problem i.e 2877(46.21 percent) which is also 
evident from the data on their average annual 
family income. It is also obvious that majority 
people who are engaged 4010(64.4 percent) 
in fishing, work as wage labourers. Another 
problem explored in the survey is lack of 
toilets at home totaling 2828 (45.42 %) 
although 51percent of them (3178 families) 

do not have toilet facility at their homes. From 
the answer obtained, it is clear that Kharvis 
have now realized that lack of toilets at their 
homes is a problem. Survey identifies 2656 

(42.66 percent) families without title deed for 

their lands. 2696 (43.3 Percent) people are of 

the view that they have the problem of lack of 

guidance in their families. Some have said 

that (2587) they have the problem of lack of 

approach roads. It is a fact that large number 

of Kharvi houses is located in villages, sea 

and forest regions. There are many Kharvi 

habitats without proper roads. 


Similarly, 1583 respondents said that they 
have the problem of arranging daughters’ 
marriages. As majority of families are below 
poverty line, and with increasing dowry, it is 
natural that they face the problem of 
arranging daughters’ marriages. It also 
confirms from the answers of 939 persons 


that they have the problem of giving dowry for 
marriages. It should also be noted here that 
2567 families are found without land. 
Moreover, 696 members reported that they 
have the problem of alcoholism at their 
homes. Problem of alcoholism severely 
affects women and children, particularly the 
low income families. Similarly, 2050 (32.93%) 
persons reported that they have the problem 
of unemployment in their families. Another 
problem identified in the present survey iS 
problem of (2063/33.14%) continuing 
education of their children. If 835 people 
report about serious health problems, 1247 of 
them say that they have the problem of 
constructing reasonably good houses. 
Further, 199 persons could not specify any 
problem. The fFindings of the present survey 
confirm that Kharvis have varied problems in 
their families and villages. Water, sanitation, 
landiessness, land without title deeds, 
unemployment, lack of guidance, providing 
education, housing, transport are some of the 
crucial issues which attract the attention of 
activists, administrators and policy 
makers.The survey on Kharvis’ views about 
the type of help expected from the 
government has unveiled that the majority 
(5118/ 82.2 %) of them want their community 
to be included in the category of Scheduled 
Tribe. Little more than 50 percent of 
respondents expect from the government to 
solve the following problems like permanent 
solution to water problem (60.39%), Toilet 
Construction (54.55%), Approach road 
(53.92%), Housing problem (50.45%) 
Government Job (52.7%) Financial Help 
(69.08%), Title Deed (57.48%) Considering 
fishing on par with agriculture (58.27%), 
Scholarships (59.96%). Little more than 40 
percent of them are in need of cold storage 
(46.61%) and fishing port (41.66%) in their 
areas. Survey explored that there are many 
Issues and demands in Kharvi community 
today. Kharvis today are also aware of their 
varied problems, of which many need to:be 
resolved by the concerned authorities of the 


government. A demand for ST reservation 
from a large majority (82.2%) of respondents 
is also significant. Water, shelter, toilets are 
the basic needs which are divulged by more 
than half of the representatives of Kharvi- 
families. The issue of title deed is also to be” 
taken seriously. Constructions of more 
number of fishing ports and cold storages, 
considering fishing on par with agriculture are — 
the other genuine problems of Kharvis — 
explored. 


As investigated in the survey, a large majority | 
of respondents (84.29 Percent) expect — 
loans at lower rate of interest from non- — 
governmental agencies. 67.68 Percent of 
them expected educational help from NGOs. ~ 
As many as 3958/3945 equal number of — 
persons are of the view that the non- — 
governmental agencies should take up the 
responsibility of Convincing government 
about their problems and conducting 
awareness-training programmes for Kharvi 
youth. Slightly more than 50 percent of 
respondents reported that NGOs should 
identify and adapt poor families for 
undertaking developmental programmes 
(56.46%), instill organizational skills among 
younger generations (57.63%) and establish 
Fishing Women Co-operative Society 
(56.63%). 


According to the survey on respondents’ type 
of help expected from the Kharvi Caste 
Organization (Kharvi ‘Sangha’) the majority 
(5003 persons) of them want Kharvi Sangha 
to help in safeguarding their language and 
culture. 72.68 percent of them expect 
scholarship from their Sangha. 4834 of them 
say that the Sangha needs to provide 
financial help to the poor families. As many as 
4061 (65.23 %) respondents are of the view 
that there is aneed to create awareness about 
the seriousness of dowry and alcoholism 
problems. Having Kharvi youth population in 
large number, organization of youth festival is 
another opinion given by 4171 (66.99%) 
people. As many as 3843 (61.73%) persons 
expect help for solving the problem of their 
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title deed. As large as 4392 (70.54%) suggest 
Sangha to help and encourage sports 
persons among Kharvis and 4276 (68.68%) of 
them say that the Sangha should identify and 
encourage achievers in the community.3849 
(61.82%) persons need proper information 
about government benefits. Our cultural 
elements, languages are in transition owing to 
impact of post-globalization and post- 
modernization processes. The data reveal 
that, in the changing socio-economic 
scenario, Kharvis in large majority are 
conscious about preserving their traditional 
values and culture. It is also observed here 
that many families do not get proper timely 
information about governmental benefits 
extended to them. In addition, the 
governmental benefits also do not reach 
them adequately. As data shown the issue of 
title deed is a very serious problem. Since 
large majority of families among Kharvis are 
below poverty line, there is also suggestion 
for extending financial help to poor families 
through their Sanghas. 


The survey on utilization of ration cards and 
their types revealed that, as many as 200 
families still do not possess ration cards. As 
many as 5195(83.4 %) families belong to the 
category of BPL (Below Poverty line) and 
267(4.3 %) families belong to Anthyodaya 
group. Findings of the Survey show that 
Kharvis are engaged in varied economic 
activities such as fishing, business, 
agriculture, service sectors for their livelinood. 
They are struggling for their livelihood by 
engaging themselves in diverse economic 
activities. It is also observed that today 
several changes have taken place in the 
occupational patterns of Kharvis. The survey 
~ reveals that the main and subsidiary source of 
income in large number of families (64.4 
Percent) is wage labour. The labour is more 
related to fishing or manual and very few 
agricultural works. The remaining 35.6 
percent of them are engaged in business, 
service or self employed in fishing related 


works with engine or manual boats or as © 
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owner of small factories. As Kharvis are living 
in the vicinity of boats, maintenance of boats 
and other boat related works, those Kharvis 
who have settled down in northern part of 
Uttara Kannada and Shivamogga districts, 
are alSO engaged in carpentry works. 
Similarly 50 percent of Kharvi families are not 
engaged in any type of subsidiary 
occupations. 


The survey on annual family income reveals 
that little more than 90 percent of the (93.14 
percent) families have the annual income of 
below Rs 50000 and next 3.1 percent belongs 
to the annual income group of Rs 50000 to 1 
lakh. The number of families having more 
than one lakh but less than 2lakhs income is 
2.1 percent. It is found from the data that the 
average annual income of the families of the 
respondents is Rs 49746.00 (It is very low 
compared to the national per capita income 
Rs 1, 03,219.(2016-17)(Report of Times of 
India:3-10-2017) (About $1,570) (Wikipedia 
Report-2013) and accordingly the average 
monthly income is Rs 4145.5. 


The data and results of the survey confirm that 
the proportion of families of the respondents 
belonging to high-income groups and 
income above one lakh and above is low. The 
number of families having income more than 
two lakhs is only 1.6 percent .The findings 
unravel that majority of Kharvi families are in 
below poverty line. It is also confirmed from 
the data pertaining to possession of ration 
cards, (BPL and Anthyodaya families 
clubbed together; 87.76 percent), 
dependence of 64.4 percent of families on 
wage labour and the average annual income 
of the families, that the majority of Kharvi 
families belong to the category of Below 
Poverty Line(BPL). The findings of the survey 
confirm that the considerable majority of 
Kharvi population is economically backward 
and poor. 


The significant majority of husbands (74.4 
percent) are employed and 26.6 percent of 
them are unemployed. Similarly a significant 


majority of wives (82.6 percent) in Kharv! 
families are homemakers. However, 17.4 
percent of wives and 19.7 percent of 
daughters in families are working. In case of 
sons’ occupations, about 50 percent of them 
are employed and remaining 50 percent of 
them are unemployed. As 46.8 percent of 
Kharvi Families are joint or extended, among 
the other members of the family such as old 
parents, near relatives etc, the percentage of 
those employed is only 25.2. Based on the 
data it is confirmed that among Kharvis the 
degree of female work participation Is slowly 
increasing. In intergenerational mobility, 
compared to mothers, the degree of work 
participation among daughters is slightly 
higher due to encouragement for female 
education, women employment 
opportunities, increasing awareness and 
aspirations. Besides, the fishing occupation 
requires the involvement of all family 
members. A large number of Kharvi women 
assist men in different types of fishing related 
works like selling fish, storing, loading, 
carrying, drying, cleanings, maintenance and 
dragging nets etc. As the aging population is 
higher (Aged Men: 18.90% and Women: 
12.4%) in Kharvi community, there are many 
aged men and women who are unemployed. 


Out of the total population, majority families 
i.e. more than 80 percent of them do not have 
either wet or dry land. Only 16.11 percent of 
families own land. The number of families 
having less than 10 cents of wet land is 
13.2percent and almost equal 11.4 percent of 
families have dry land. Itis also observed that 
though some families have both wet and dry 
land, there are some other families that hold 
only dry land. The average area of wet land 
Owned by Kharvis is 2.4 cents and the dry 
land is 1.5 cents. Though about 20 percent of 
Kharvi families have wet land. due to heavy 
rains the wet land in coastal belts is not 
Productive and good yielding. Thus, the 
survey on land use patterns Suggests that 
Kharvis are struggling for their livelihood. 
Among the land owners, the quantity of land 


that they own is also very less. The fact tha 
majority of families do not hold land shows 


that Kharvis suffer from the problem of 


landiessness. 


Though large number of families do not own 
land, 49.1 percent of families have own 


houses with clear titles. This has been made ~ 
possible because a few families could have ~ 
either little dry or wet land. Similarly 2766(44.4 — 


percent) families that own houses without 
clear titles is an important issue to be tackled 
by the concerned Government authority. 
Thus, Kharvis not only suffer from the problem 
of landlessness but homelessness as well. 


As far as housing conditions are concerned, 
majority of Kharvis still depend on their 








traditional titled, tilted cum cement or tilted — 


cum thatched houses. The thatched and 
cement sheet houses together account 
351 (5.64 percent) which also confirm that the 
housing conditions of majority families are not 
in good shape. It is also to be noted here that 
3178 (51percent) houses do not have flush 
out lavatories. Economic backwardness, 
non-clearance of land titles, lack of health 
awareness are some of the factors 
responsible for their poor housing conditions. 
The findings of the survey proved that the 
plight of housing (About 15 percent) among 
Kharvis is improving slowly 


It is realized that germ free potable water is 
very essential for maintaining good health. It 
is also an important indicator of the socio- 
economic development. The national norm 
stipulates the minimum provision of 40 liters 
of water per capita per day (LPCD-Level of 40 
liters per capita per day).As regards 
availability of water facilities at Kharvi 
homes, about one third of families (36.95 
percent) have their own independent source 
of water like open wells, bore wells or ponds. 
Out of 1637 open wells and 665 bore wells, 
424(6.8 percent) families have adopted own 
taps. 715(1.1 percent) of families could afford 
to have domestic water from the institutional 
source i.e. facility provided by the 
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Municipalities and the Panchayats. However, 
little less than 50 percent i.e. 2808 (44.86 
percent) families depend upon public bore 
wells and neighbours’ wells. 


The Case of Udupi District: An illustration of 
Udupi district would enable us to understand 
the situation of availability of drinking water in 
coastal region in general and Udupi district in 
particular. Udupi and Kundapur taluks are in 
the coastal region and Karkala is in the hilly 
region. As per 2001 census, 77 percent of the 
households in Udupi district still depend on 
wells for drinking water, only 13 percent on 
taps, 3 percent on bore wells with hand 
pumps and 7 percent on other sources. As 
regards the proximity, 59 percent of 
households have drinking water facility within 
the premises and 23 percent outside but near 
the premises. Only 17 percent have to fetch 
water from far away sources; but within one 
km distance. However, the main problem 
faced by the district with regard to drinking 
water is the quality of water. It is estimated that 
only 19.69 percentage households in the 
district have safe drinking water supply. Thus 
in terms of safe drinking water, Udupi district 
ranks the lowest in the state. In the state as a 
whole, the percentage of households with 
safe drinking water is 85. The situation is 
worse in rural areas (16.92 %) as compared to 
urban areas (31.61 %). In Udupi city, the 
principal source of water supply is taps. The 
KUDCEMP ( Karnataka Urban 
Development and Coastal Environment 
Management Project) project of lifting water 
from Swarna river (Il Stage) for providing 
drinking water to Udupi and Kundapur 
towns have nearly been completed and are 
expected to solve the problem of safe 
drinking water supply in these two townships. 
Karkala town is still facing safe drinking water 
supply problem. 
Water problem in coastal Belt: Traditionally, 


households in Dakshina Kannada and Udupi 
districts, both urban and rural areas, are 


dependent on well water for drinking ~ 


purposes. Most of the houses have their own 
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wells within their premises for drinking water 
supply. Though the districts receive an annual 
precipitation of around 3500 mm average, 75 
percent of it runs as surface water and 
reaches the sea through streams, rivers, 
rivulets etc. Water holding capacity of the soil 
(laterite) is poor. 7 to 8 percent of water 
evaporates; hence, the quantum of water that 
gets into soil as underground water is small. 
During the rainy season, the water flows 
perpendicularly and the underground water 
level will not deplete. With the cessation of the 
rainy season, the underground water stats 
flowing laterally and the level of ground water 
starts depleting, creating drinking water 
scarcity during summer months. At times, 
drinking water supply scarcity becomes very 
acute in certain localities of the districts. The 
other major problems faced by the districts 
with regard to drinking water supply are 
contamination of water and salinity in coastal 

areas. The hand pumps in the districts are not 
in use during the rainy season. Consequently, 

the casing pipes (Except galvanized or those 

pipes made of PVC) of the bore wells are 

rusted. Because of this, the rust is dissolved 

in water and stinks during summer. Bacteria 

infect the well water, which is out of use during 

the rainy season, if chlorination is not done. 

Similarly, in most of the coastal belt, during 

summer, well water becomes saline. This also 

poses a serious problem for safe drinking 

water. 


The survey on sources of drinking water in 
Kharvi families explores that a large number 
of families is struggling for good potable 
water. The fact that only about 50 percent 
could afford and rest about 50 percent of 
families, still struggling for their drinking water, 
shows that water is one of the acute problems 
in the community. The economic 
backwardness and the plight of water source 
in coastal belt as highlighted above, are 
contributing for the problem of drinking water 
in Kharvi families. 


Majority Families depend upon either 
firewood or kerosene for cooking. As some 


families get permitted kerosene for fishing 
purpose, it is also used at times for domestic 
purpose. Due to economic backwardness, 
many could not afford to have LPG 
connections (LPG connected 31 .5perecnt) in 
their families. The products of rural energy 
and modernized fuel use, have not reached 
them adequately. 


The survey on availability of electricity 
unraveled that a large majority of families 
(92.06 percent) have electricity connections. 
Out of the total families electrified, 81.50 
percent have domestic connection and 10.56 
percent of families are AEH (All Electric 
Home) connected. However, 325(5.26 
percent) families are still deprived of the 
benefit of electricity connections. A few 
families 114 (1.85 percent) have single lights 
(Under Government Scheme), solar (16 
Families) and Gobar gaslights (12 Families). 
Five families are found with only solar lights. 
Due to insufficient source of income, thatched 
houses, thatched cum tiled houses or poorly 
constructed cement sheet houses still, the 
electricity connection has not reached 325 
Kharvi houses. 


With regard to the type and means of 
transport facility available, 35 percent 
respondents own two wheelers at their 
homes. 188 (3.2 percent) families own auto 
rickshaws (Three wheelers) for tourist 
purpose. Very insignificant i.e 1.6 percent and 
little less than these families own car, van, 
tempo, truck, or jeep at their homes. As 
fishing folk 414(7.1 Percent) families own 
boats in which 141 (2.4 percent) are motor or 
machine boats. Little more than 50 percent 
(3078 families) of respondents do not own 
any vehicles in their houses. It is clear that 
about fifty percent of families only own 
vehicles at their homes in which seven 
percent boats are meant for fishing or very 
occasionally used for transport purpose. 


Survey on the availability of means of 
communication and electronic devices 
shows that more than one third (41 %) of 
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population has televisions at their homes 
which also convey that more than 50 percent 
of families do not have televisions. Similarly 
little less than 50 percent of families do not 
have telephone connections in any form at 
their homes. The survey also suggests that — 
the mobile phones (53.33percent including — 
landlines) being cheaper and essential, are 
found more in number than the televisions in — 
Kharvi community. Very few affluent and 3 
educated families could afford to buy — 
computers (1.44 percent) and have internet 3 
facility too. It is also to be observed here that — 
446 (4.2 percent) families still do not have any — 
of these electronic or communication 
devices. Thus the extent of availing modern 
means of communications and electronic 
devices among Kharvis is less and the 
improvement is gradual. 


With regard to availability of household 
articles, about one third of families each (34 
percent) have grinders and 31 percent have 
mixy in their houses. As many as 1181 
families (14 percent) have refrigerators at their 
homes. Less than two percent of Kharvi 
families have washing machines, inverter 
systems, digital cameras, boilers and 
vacuum cleaners. It is also to be noted here 
that about one fifth of Kharvi population i.e. 
1379 (17percent) families cannot afford to 
buy modern home appliances, partly also 
due to non-availability of electric connections 
in 325 families. 


An investigation on purchasing capacity and 
awareness level of Kharvis towards gold, as 
an important economic security and a symbol 
revealed that 
a large majority of families 4838 (77.70 
percent) is in possession of gold. About one 
fourth of respondents i.e. 1388 (22.3 percent) 
have no gold in their families. However out of 
those who are in possession of gold, the 
majority 2195 (35.3 percent) have only less 
than eight grams. Next 1703 (27.4 percent) 
families have gold ranging from 8 to 24 
grams. Similarly, 9 percent of respondents 
have 24-40 grams of gold and very few (6.1 
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percent) families have more than 40 grams of 
: gold. The results of the survey suggest that 
the majority of families have gold, like it is 
usually found in any other Indian families. 
Nevertheless, the quantity of gold is less. The 
fact that 22.3 percent of families still do not 
have gold at their homes shows that the level 
of awareness and fascination for use of gold 
among Kharvis is gradually increasing. 


An account of membership in different 
financial institutions and NGOs unravels that 
a majority respondents 5097(81.86 percent) 
are the members of one or the other 
institutions either co-operatives or Self Help 
Groups (SHGs). Survey also shows that 1129 
(18.14percent) of them do not have any 
memberships in any such institutions. 2118 
(34.02 percent) of them have memberships in 
Self-Help groups and 2979 (47.84 percent) 
have memberships in co-operative 
institutions. Though more than eighty percent 
of population is involved in the activities of 
rural financial institutions and non- 
governmental organizations, 18 percent of 
population is still not exposed to such 
enterprises. 


The findings on savings bank accounts and 
insurance show that the percentage of those 
holding savings bank accounts is more than 
the number of insurance policies. Majority 
Kharvis have savings bank accounts (74.3 
percent) in one or the other financial 
institutions. It is found that the number of S/B 
accounts is more in banks than in co- 
operatives and post office. The numbers of 
families who have purchased insurance 
policies are 25.7 percent. The results of the 
survey reveal that the level of awareness 
about saving habit is heartening. But 
regarding insurance, it is not encouraging 
although the risk factor is high in fishing 
related occupations. 

The loans availed by Kharvis in financial 


institutions and Non- governmental agencies 
reveals that loans are availed by them from 


one or the other source. The sources of loan . 
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they selected are banks, co-operatives, and 
insurance, Self-Help Groups (SHGs) or even 
private moneylenders. Out of these sources, 
the maximum loans the families availed 6418 
(89.17 percent) are from banks, co- 
operatives and the self-help groups. About 
34.6 percent of families have availed loans 
from banks only. Large numbers of Kharvis 
have also utilized the loans from SHGs as 
Kharvis are also concentrated more in rural 
and sea shore areas. Besides, different Self- 
Help Groups are actively found in almost all 
villages of coastal belt. The survey also 
suggests that as Kharvis are engaged in 
fishing and fishing related enterprises, they 
are also aware of the benefits of financial 
institutions and found enterprising. 


Kharvis have availed loans for varied 
purposes like marriage, house construction, 
well construction, purchase of household 
articles, purchase of cattle, education, 
medical treatment, purchase of land, 
agriculture related or it is for business. Of all 
theses purposes, a large number of families 
availed loans from different sources such as 
banking sectors, co-operatives, insurance 
companies and moneylenders for house 
construction. Next obvious reasons explored 
after the housing are for marriage (15 to 19 % 
from different sources), business (17 to 24 %) 
and purchase of household articles (10 to 14 
%). 


The loans availed for education (7 to 8%) and 
medical treatments (3 to 6%) are also found 
somewhat significantly. The loans availed for 
well construction, agriculture, purchase of 
cattle or even land are less than almost one or 
two percent. The purposes of loans also 
unravel that the housing or house 
construction was the priority given by majority 
of families. Loans availed for business; mainly 
fishing related ones are also significant. It also 
conveys that Kharvis are gradually 
enterprising. Arranging marriages of sons 
and daughters and their education, the 
purchase of essential articles are also found. 
Survey also shows that comparatively the 


amount spent for educational purpose !s 
meager. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


From the foregoing findings and outcome of 
the survey, the following recommendations 
have been made for implementation by the 
governmental and non-governmental 
agencies. 


1] Inclusion in the Mainstream of 
Development: The overall results of the 
survey have clearly shown that Konkani 
Kharvis are socially, educationally and 
economically, the backward and politically 
the unorganized community in Karnataka 
State. As families covered in the present 
survey, the total number of Kharvi population 
in the state would be 29099. Kharvis who 
suffer from several socio-economic 
disparities and inequalities are excluded and 
marginalized in the society. Hence there is a 
need to find out effective strategies, initiatives 
and measures for their inclusion in the 
mainstream of development. 


2] Community Development Schemes 
and CRZ programmes: Since large number 
Kharvi population is concentrated in rural, sea 
shores, CRZ, and forest regions, all Kharvi 
related developmental operations should be 
oriented towards rural, sea and backwater 
regions, CRZ and forest regions. Efforts 
should be made to provide them all the 
benefits of community development 
schemes and CRZ programmes of the 
government. 


3] Status of widows /Single individual 
families and Small Family Norms: Efforts 
should be made to improve the status of 
widows in the community. The Survey has 
identified 1280 (20.6 percent) families with 
widows both young and old, who need help 
and care. There are 188 single individual 
families who are either not married or without 
dependents. Such families are also to be 
extended help. The survey has also shown 






that there is aneed to create awareness abou 
small family norms, as large families (46. 
percent) with members ranging from five to 
fifteen are still prevalent among Kharvis. 


4] Sex Ratio/ Female Child Births: The 
trends of sex ratio (921:1000) and child sex — 
ratio (885:1000) clearly indicate that hal 
female population in Kharvi community is — 
gradually decreasing. Although the present : 
sex ratio of Kharvis is not essentially in the — 
state of being out of balance, there is a need © 
to conduct an intensive study on Kharvi sex — 
ratio to know the causes of the problem. ~ 
Female child births should be encouraged by ~ 
creating awareness and providing incentives. 


5] Ageing Population/Senior Citizens: 
The survey on ageing population disclosed 
that 18.90 percent of males in Kharvi — 
population are above 60. The percentage of 
old women is 12.4. The total aged population 
among Kharvis is 15.4 percent. All these 
figures are much higher than the national 
figures. The male senior citizens among 
Kharvis are almost double the national 
average. Female senior citizens are also more 
than their counterparts in India. The projected 
Indian ageing population in 2050 would be 21 
percent. If we examine the national scenario 
with 9 percent elderly, and the projected 
ageing population, the figure 15.4 percent 
aged among Kharvis, is much higher. The 
survey also has displayed that the number of 
male senior citizens are more in Kharvi 
community than the female senior citizens. 
The phenomenon of population ageing is 
becoming a major concern for the policy 
makers today all over the world, both 
developed and developing countries. The 
findings of the present survey on age 
variables have clearly shown that the ageing 
population among Kharvis is fast increasing. 


Against this background the following 
recommendations have been given for 
course of action: 


A] There is a need to carry out an in depth 
Survey or a Social Gerontological study to 


86 





‘know more about the problems and 
conditions of aged Kharvi population. 


B] There is aneed to create awareness about 
various governmental benefits extended to 
senior citizens. 


C] All senior citizens should be made, the 
members of the Association of Senior 
Citizens. 


~D] All senior citizens should get senior 
citizens’ ID card for claiming various benefits. 


E] Those senior citizens who have acute 
problems that cannot be resolved at their 
family levels may be extended Institutional 
Care including the support of Daycare 
Centers, wherever possible. 


F] Though the number of male Kharvi senior 
citizens is more than the female senior 
citizens, the aged women are always the 
worst sufferers. Hence, Kharvi aged women 
should be taken care of. 


G] Kharvi ‘Sangha’ may come forward to set 
up a ‘Resource Centre for Kharvi Senior 
Citizens’ to promote their welfare and 
development. 


6] Youth Population /Youth 
Empowerment: The youth population 
among Kharvis in the age group 15-35 
revealed 46.26 percent. It conveys that young 
Kharvi population is higher than the national 
average (about 35.3%). The concept of ‘youth 
age group’ has been changing in different 
years. For instance, According to 2011 
census in India, the youth population was 
19.00 percent as per the age group 15-24 
adopted by the UNO. The National Youth 
Policy (NYP) -2003 defined the youth as in the 
age group of 13-35. It later modified in 2014 
and defined ‘youth ‘as persons in the age 
group of 15-29 years. In the 2017 report again 
NYP adopted 15-34 years as youth in order to 
show trends and changes over long period of 
time. As the young population in Kharvi 
community being comparatively larger, the 
workforce is also larger and economically 


more potential. Therefore the developmental — 
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programmes and activities of both 
Government and NGOs should be oriented 
more towards Kharvi youth empowerment. It 
may include 


A] Skill Development Programmes. 


B] Awareness Programmes: Awareness 
Programmes Awareness Programmes in life 
skills, education, health, and job 
opportunities. 


C] Training Programmes in competitive 
examinations, sports/water sports, fishing 
related rescue operations, job interview skills 
Bic. 


D] Career Guidance and Conferences 


E] HRD and Personality Development 
Programmes in leadership and 
communication 


F] Youth festivals and Exhibitions. 
G] Youth Oriented Exposure Trips. 


H] Honouring Youths for their unique 
achievements and accomplishments. 


7] Kharvi literary and Educational 
Empowerment: The general Kharvi literary 
percentage (81.4%) is certainly higher than 
the national level figure (74.4%). But when we 
compare the literacy rate of South Coastal 
Karnataka (Attained 100%), the percentage of 
Kharvi literacy is showing much less. 
Compared to preceding generation the 
number of literacy percentage and those 
receiving education among sons. and 
daughters are on the increase (Sons 92.3% 
and daughters 98.9%). It is heartening to note 
that the number of daughters pursuing 
education (82 %) is much higher than the 
sons (56.9%). It is observed that many sons 
discontinue after attaining some education in 
order to take up the family responsibilities. 

The number of persons who have received 
higher education or those continuing is less 

(slightly more than 10 percent) in the 

community. Similarly, those pursued and 

pursuing post graduation (less than two 

percent) is very insignificant. However, 


institutions run by the Kharvi organization or 
any other person from the Kharvi community, - 
The Kharvi Sangha may come forward to- 
establish Marine and fisheries related 


Compared to the general youth literacy of 
India in the age group of 15-24 years, (88.4% 
for male youth and 74.4% for female youth) as 
recorded by UNICEF-2012 $ 
(Updated/2013:2), the literacy of present professional colleges. | 
generation in Kharvi community is higher. 8] Newspaper Reading and its supply: 

They may be educationally more empowered The fact that 81.4 percent of general literacy, 
by way of undertaking the following course Of 5,5 % of literate parents and more than 90% — 
pligh of literate children in families, the majority 


A] All Kharvi parents shouldbe encouragedto — families (93.70 percent) do not geq 
educate their children, So that attainingof 100 newspapers. It conveys that the level of 
percent literacy may be fulfilled. awareness about newspaper reading habit 
among Kharvis is very low. There is a need to 
enhance the level of awareness about 
newspaper reading habit among Kharvis. 
C] Sons and daughters should be made to —- Those who can afford should be encouraged 





B] Measures are to be taken to reduce the 
number of school dropouts of Kharvi children. 


receive education equally. to buy newspapers at their homes. Despite 
D] Sons and daughters should be exposure to knowledge and information, this 
encouraged to attain higher education. will also helo Kharvi youths in getting good 


education and employment. Efforts should be 
made for the adequate supply of newspapers 
at Kharvi settlements, villages, sea shores 
and CRZ and forest areas. 


E] Programmes and Courses: They may also 
be encouraged to undertake programmes 
and courses in Fisheries Science, Marine 
biology, Marine Engineering, Ocean 
Engineering, Coastal Engineering, Marine 9] Dimensions of Sanitation and 
Archaeology (Maritime Archaeology), Marine | Development: It is observed that only half of 
Sociology (Maritime Sociology), Marine the respondents’ families could afford to have 
SocioEcology, Marine Resource _ the lavatory facility. But due to lack of health 


Management, Marine Management, awareness or economic backwardness, 
Shipping Management, Port Management, almost equal numbers of families do not have 
Sea and Navy related courses etc. lavatory facility. Since long fishermen families 


living very close to sea, are adapted to open 
defecation. Despite the implementation of 
‘Total Sanitation Campaign’ and the award of 
‘Swachchata Darshan’ in 2017, by the 
Educational Opportunities, Competitive Government of India for the remarkable work 
examinations, Spoken English, Legal in the field of sanitation in the districts 
awareness, and Computer Skills. Dakshina Kannada and Udupi, the large 
numbers of Kharvi families still are found to 
have not considered lavatories as very 
essential. Although the percentage of 
H] Educational achievers should be Sanitation facility among Kharvis is higher 
honoured and encouraged than the general average (35.1percent) and 
I} Education related governmental benefits Mines raises Spams geg hy" 
are to be utilized adequately, almost equal to Indian urban sectors (59.7 
percent), there is aneed to develop sanitation 
facilities in Kharvi community. Thus, it is 
Suggested to create awareness about the 


F] Awareness, Orientation and Training 
Programmes: Awareness, orientation and 
training programmes should be arranged on 
Entrance Tests, Availability of Courses, 


G] Vocational Training Programmes may be 
arranged. 


J] Marine and Fisheries related Professional 
Colleges: So far there are no educational 
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importance of sanitary facilities and help 
families in acquiring toilet facilities under 
different governmental schemes and 
provisions. Efforts should be made to 
convince Kharvi families having no proper 
sanitation facilities, to adopt a ‘Sulabh Model’ 
at their homes. (Developed by Bindeshwar 
Pathak, an icon of sanitation in India). Such 
Sulabh toilets are easily constructed, 
affordable, and accessible, designed 
according to the conditions of soil and 
reSOUICces. 


10] Konkani Health Cards: As per the 
survey details, a large majority (72.60 
percent) of families were found to have not 
got the Konkani Health Cards issued by 
Manipal University. It is a ‘Group Family 
Health Care Scheme’ implemented by 
Manipal University exclusively for Konkani 
speaking communities. This scheme is more 
or less like group insurance and health 
insurance. It provides each family free 
medical facility in all the units of Kasturba 
Medical Hospital, up to Rs 50000 per year for 
both, in and out patients. However a nominal 
fee has to be paid for both getting card and for 
its annual renewal. Many families have not 
registered for cards either due to lack of 
knowledge or encouragement, or inability to 
pay the nominal fees by very poor families. 
Necessary financial help may be extended to 
such deserving families by the Kharvi 
Sangha. Hence it is suggested that the 
scheme should reach a substantial majority. 


11] Mortality and Morbidity: Survey 
explored that there are varied causes of 
deaths in Kharvi community. Next to old age, 
the heart disease, accidents, liver problem, 
anemia and cancer are the major causes of 
deaths. The maternal mortality ratio of India is 
210 as per UNICEF Statistics India-2012. In 
spite of improvement in the field of maternity 
care and institutional delivery in recent 
decades, it is disheartening to note six cases 
of maternity related deaths in Kharvi families. 


Similarly 77 (one to three years) cases of — 


deaths due to accidents, 18 (2.2 percent) 
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Suicides are to be considered seriously 
besides the situation of heart, liver problem, 
cancer and anemia. The 40 percent of 
informants using narcotic substances and 
drugs in different forms also show that the 
health status of Kharvis has been affected by 
such habits. In the light of the above 
problems, it is suggested, to create 
awareness about the detrimental effects of 
narcotic substances, besides raising the 
standard of living and improving the quality of 
life. 


12] Fishing Related Accidents, Deaths 
and Rescue Operations: The data on 
fishing related accidents and deaths, rescue 
operations and granting of compensations 
show that, Kharvis are engaged in fishing at 
their risk. Their fishing activity is at risk, often 
losing life and at times even dead bodies. The 
rescue operations are delayed and there are 
no follow ups on it by the authorities. 
Compensations that are due, don’t reach all 
the affected families owing to the apathy of 
bureaucrats. The lack of awareness and 
backwardness also are the other contributing 
factors for the existing state of affairs. In the 
light of the above problems, there is also a 
need to establish a ‘Sea Rescue Team’ or 
‘Search and Rescue Volunteer Team’ at 
different points in coastal belt by the Kharvi 
Sangha as an alternative agency to coast 
guard. The volunteers in the team should be 
given technical training related to search and 
rescue (SAR) operations. 


13] Expectations, Utilization Patterns and 
Attitudes Towards Governmental and 
Non-governmental Schemes and 
Benefits: With regard to Kharvis’ 
expectations, utilization patterns and their 
attitudes towards governmental and non- 
governmental schemes and benefits, out of 
755 ( 19 % ) eligible aged men and women 
only 483(12.13%) senior citizens were found 
to have availed the old age pension under 
‘Sandhya Suraksha’ scheme. That means the 
scheme has not reached 272 (6.84%) eligible 
persons. In case of widow pension, only 


government and Kharvi Sangha, or any other 
NGOs to seriously look into these issues, by 
way of providing these benefits to deserving 
families. 


14] Problems in Families and Villages: 
The findings of the present survey confirm 
that Kharvis have varied problems (96.80 


774(19.44percent) widows enjoy the benefit 
and 300(7.54%) women are deprived of 
governmental monthly allowance. Out of 
240(6%) differently abled (Physically and 
mentally challenged), 166 (4.17%) of them 
are getting allowance. 74(1.86%) eligible 
differently abled could not enjoy the benefit of 





the scheme. Under the ‘Manasvini'scheme, 
i.e ‘women above 40 without sons’ only 49 out 
of 117 women are benefitted. The rest 
68(1.71%) are not benefitted. Out of 599 
(15%) eligible persons, 434 (10.90%) of them 
have availed the scheme of Bhagyalakshmi 


percent) in their families and villages. — 
199(93.18 percent) persons could not specify — 
any problem. Water (51.1 percent), sanitation — 
(51 percent), landlessness, land without title 


deeds (42.66 percent), unemployment 


(932.93 percent), lack of guidance (43.3 


Bond which is issued by the government for 
the benefit of girl child. That means 165 
(4.15%) eligible persons could not avail the 
benefit. The benefit of Indira Avaz and other 
housing schemes was utilized only by 183 
(4.59%) persons though there were 376 (9.4 
%) eligible persons. About 50 percent of 
eligible persons were not able to gain from 
this scheme. The beneficiaries of 
‘Matsyashreya’ Scheme were only 437 
(10.97%) although there were 819 (20.6%) 
eligible persons. The ‘Matsyashreya’ Scheme 
is meant for fishing communities, 
implemented for buying fishing equipments 
and materials. This scheme has been 
introduced in order to promote fishing and 
fishing families. The survey says that almost 
90 percent i.e. 382 (9.60%) eligible persons 
/families were not able to make use of the 
benefit of this useful scheme. 


percent), providing education (33.14 
percent), housing, transport are some of the 
crucial issues which attract the attention of 
activists, administrators and policy makers. 
Our cultural elements, languages are in 
transition owing to impact of post- 
globalization and post-modernization 
processes. The data reveal that, in the 
changing socio-economic scenario, Kharvis 
in large majority are conscious about 
preserving their traditional values and culture. 
It is also observed here that many families do 
not get proper timely information about 
governmental benefits extended to them. In 
addition, the governmental benefits also do 
not reach them adequately. As data shown 
the issue of title deed is a very serious 
problem. Since large majority of families 
among Kharvis are below poverty line, there is 
also suggestion for extending financial help 
(46.21 percent) to poor families through their 
Sanghas. 


15] Title Deed and Housing: Efforts should 
be made to provide clear title deed to all the 
affected Kharvi families, by giving priority to 
this issue. 61.73 percent of respondents in 
the present survey had a demand to tackle 
this serious issue. Similarly, under various 
housing schemes of the government, low 
budget houses should be constructed and 
distributed to poor Kharvi families and maybe 
given to homeless families free of cost. 


16] Adaptation of Families: NGOs should 


The above data suggests that many 
deserving members of Kharvi community 
have not been able to utilize various 
governmental schemes. The survey shows 
that, of the total eligible people Only about 
40/50 percent of them could get the 
governmental benefits under various 
schemes. It is evident from the data that, 
although 81.4 percent of Kharvis are literate, 
the greater proportion of eligible persons in 
families, are either not aware of the schemes 
or they could not get the benefit due to 
bureaucratic dysfunctions and the red tape. 
Hence, there is a need on the part of 
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identify and adapt very poor Kharvi families 
for undertaking developmental programmes. 


17] Provision of Drinking Water: Provision 
of drinking water is another important issue 
explored in the survey. A large majority of 
families are struggling for good potable water. 
The fact that little less than 50 percent (44.86 
percent) of families depend upon public bore 
wells and neighbours’ wells, shows that water 
is one of the acute problems in the 
community. There is a need to have a proper 
water supply system or an organized supply 
system in Kharvi villages and settlements. 
There is a need to provide clean and safe 
water, by installing wells, tanks and building 
water tap systems. Concurrently, Kharvis 
should be properly oriented about water 
harvesting and drinking water treatment. 


18] Economic Empowerment: The findings 
unravel that majority of Kharvi families are in 
below poverty line. The main source of 
income of majority of families is wage labour. 
It is confirmed from the data pertaining to 
possession of ration cards, (BPL and 
Anthyodaya families clubbed together; 87.76 
percent), dependence of 64.4 percent of 
families on wage labour and the average 
annual income (Rs 49746.00) (It is very low 
compared to the national per capita income 
Rs 1, 03,219.(2016-17)(Report of Times of 
India:3-10-2017) (About $1,570) (Wikipedia 
Report-2013) and the average monthly 
income is Rs 4145.5) of the families, that the 
majority of Kharvi families belong to the 
category of Below Poverty Line(BPL). Little 
more than 90 percent of the (93.14 percent) 
families have the annual income of below Rs 
50000. The proportion of families of the 
respondents belonging to high-income 
groups and income above one lakh and 
above is (2.1 percent) very low. Thus the 
considerable majority of Kharvi population is 
economically backward and not so 
enterprising. Therefore; 


A] There is a need to improve the 


occupational and economic conditions of. 


91 


Kharvis. 


B] The female work participation should also 
be increased. 


C] Training in job-oriented courses, 
entrepreneurships, self-employment 
programmes should be imparted. 


D] Employment facilities should be made 
available to them. 


E] Women should be empowered through 
Self-Help Groups and Multi -Purpose Co- 
Operative Societies. 


F] Kharvi Sangha and other NGOs may come 
forward to assist deserving men and women 
in acquiring financial support/loans for self- 
employment. They may be given need based 
special training in nursery raising, computer 
application, food processing, bee keeping, 
mushroom cultivation, kitchen garden. 


G] Efforts should be made to develop small- 
scale industries in Kharvi settlements for 
creating more employment opportunities. 


H] There are no major business firms run by 
Kharvis. A very few small scale business 
establishments, of which a few fishing related 
are found. Those who live in the northern part 
of Uttara Kannada and Shivamogga Districts 
have also taken up carpentry works on 
account of their closeness to boat related 
works. A very few Fishing and women related 
co-operative societies are found in Udupi and 
Uttara Kannada district. There is a need to 
take necessary course of action by the Kharvi 
Organization for further development in these 
fields. 


I] Fishing Ports and Cold Storages: Efforts 
should be made to construct more number of 
fishing ports and cold storages. As per the 
survey, 46.61 percent of Kharvi respondents 
made a demand for cold storages and 41.66 
percent of them for the fishing ports in their 
areas. 


J] Fishing Work on par with Agriculture: There 
is need to consider fishing work on par with 
agriculture so that Kharvi fishermen would get 


more benefits from the governmental 
agencies. There was demand for this issue 
from 58.27 percent of informants. 


H] Conservation of Rural Energy: There is a 
need to develop rural energy conserving and 
environment preserving processes like 
development of bio-gas plants, use of solar 
cookers, and smokeless chulas in Kharvi 
settlements. 


|| Exposure Trips: Wherever necessary and 
possible, exposure trips to Panchayat Office, 
Primary Health Centers, Computer 
Academies and institutions, Co-operative 
Banks, Post Office, Police Stations, 
Agricultural Societies, ‘Krishi Kendra, 
Nurseries, Libraries, NGOs like World 
Konkani Centre, Factories and Industries may 
be organized for very backward and less 
exposed members. 


J] Land Use Patterns: The fact that majority of 
families do not hold land (80 percent) and 
only 49.1 percent of families have own houses 
with clear titles shows that Kharvis are 
backward in land use patterns. Efforts should 
also be made to improve Kharvi dry lands. 
Government lands should be made available 
to the under-privileged land less families. 


K] Power supply and Connections: According 
to survey, 325 (5.26 percent) families are still 
deprived of electricity connections. Very few 
families have single lights (Under 
Government Scheme), solar and Gobar 
gaslights. Due to insufficient source of 
income, being thatched houses, thatched 
cum tiled houses or poorly constructed 
cement sheet houses still, the electricity 
connection has not reached many Kharvi 
houses. Therefore, wherever feasible, efforts 
should be made to provide them the facility of 
electricity. 


L] Use of Vehicles and Mobility: As unraveled 
by survey, about fifty percent of families only 
Own vehicles at their homes. Out of these 
there are seven percent boats which are 
meant for fishing or very occasionally used for 
transport purpose. This has also affected 


their upward vertical social and economic — 
mobility. The problem could be solved by 
raising the standard of living of Kharvis. 


M] Mass Media and Communication: More — 
than 50 percent of Kharvi families do nothave — 
televisions. Similarly little less than 50 percent 
of families do not have telephone 
connections in any form at their homes. The 
survey also suggests that the mobile phones 
(53.33percent including landlines) being 
cheaper and essential, are found more in 
number than the televisions in Kharvi 
community. Very few affluent and educated 
families could afford to buy computers (1.44 
percent) and have internet facility too. It is also 
to be observed here that 446 (4.2 percent) 
families still do not have any of these 
electronic or communication devices. Due to 
non-availability of electric connections in 325 
families, 1379 (17percent) families cannot 
afford to buy modern home appliances. In 
order to gain knowledge and information and 
to develop awareness about different 
governmental schemes and programmes, 
Kharvis may be encouraged to buy 
televisions. For the purpose of developing 
skills and making Kharvi children more 
employable, they may also be encouraged to 
buy computers. 


N] Awareness level about Economic Security: 
An investigation on purchasing capacity and 
awareness level of Kharvis towards gold as 
an important economic security and a symbol 
of status, revealed that, although the majority 
of families have gold, like it is usually found in 
any other Indian families, the quantity of gold 
is less. The fact that 22.3 percent of families 
still do not have gold at their homes shows 
their backwardness and the level of 
awareness and fascination for use of gold 
among Kharvis is low and gradually 
increasing. This could be resolved by raising 
the standard of living of Kharvis. 


OQ] Involvement in Financial Institutions and 
NGOs: Though more than eighty percent of 
population is involved in the activities of rural 
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financial institutions and non-governmental 
organizations, 18 percent of population is still 
not exposed to such enterprises. There is 
need to involve others who have been left out, 
in such financial institutions 


P}] Utilization Patterns of Banking Facilities: 
Though Kharvis are actively involved in rural 
financial institutions; the utilization patterns of 
the loans availed has not yielded satisfactory 
results. The loans availed for education (7 to 
8%) and medical treatments (3 to 6%) are 
found somewhat significantly. The loans 
availed for well construction, agriculture, 
purchase of cattle or even land are less than 
almost one or two percent. The purposes of 
loans also unravel that the housing or house 
construction was the priority given by majority 
of families. Loans availed for business; mainly 
fishing related ones are also significant. 
Arranging marriages of sons and daughters 
and their education, the purchase of essential 
articles are also found to some extent. Survey 
also shows that comparatively the amount 
spent for educational purpose is meager. This 
is why Kharvis are still backward in the 
acquisition of higher education. Therefore 
they should be encouraged to make the best 
use of banking facilities for higher education, 
housing, water, sanitation and self 
employment. 


Q] Demand for Reservation: One of the 
current demands of Konkani Kharvi 
community is to include them in the list of 
Scheduled tribe. Large majority of 
respondents (82.2 percent) in the present 
survey said that their community should be 
included in the category of Scheduled Tribe 
(ST) for governmental benefits. This matter is 
being discussed in almost all the meetings 
convened by the Kharvi organization. 
Deliberations regarding Scheduled Tribe 
reservation have also been submitted to the 
government, by the Kharvi organization. 
However the follow-up of this work is 
creeping. In this regard necessary follow ups 
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and actions may be taken by the Kharvi 
leaders. 


Evaluation and Review 


An ‘Evaluation and Review Committee’ may 
be formed jointly by the Kharvi Sangha and 
the WKC in order to assess and review 
periodically the working of developmental 
programmes and measures taken. The 
committee may give its advices and 
comments to the concerned 
departments/Panchayats based on 
observations and evaluation. The Kharvi 
Sangha and the WKC may correct certain 
deficiencies in the programmes jointly. 


Kharvi Sangha or WKC may conduct an 
evaluation survey/study (Evaluation 
Programmes) or it can be jointly carried out 
for fulfilling the following objectives; 


1] Assessing the existing polices and the 
programmes. 2] Evaluating the utilization of 
funds. 3] Assessing the effectiveness of 
programmes. 4] Assessing the impact of the 
developmental projects 5] Suggestions for 
improvements in future.6] Reviewing all the 
relevant information. 7] Performance of 
Institutions/ performance evaluation 8] 
Evaluation of the effectiveness of resources, 
services, procedures etc.9] Developing goals 
for the following years. 10] The 
implementation of these actions and 
exercises would help for continued 
improvement and development in Kharvi 
community. 


‘An ounce of action is more important than 
tonnes of knowledge” 


- Mahatma Gandhi 


Soe 
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Appendix 1 KHARVIS AT A GLANCE 


(Based on the data of present survey) 


Major areas 
covered 
in the survey 







Number of 
Families Covered 


6226 


Three Coastal Districts of 
Karnataka- 


Uttara Kannada, 
Dharwad, Udupi, 
Dakshina Kannada, 
Shimoga 








nrrnrrrrrrn 
reenennnntit 
rit ee 


Total Volunteers 
« Participated in 
the field work 


a 





it 





rrnnn 29°99 


Literacy Percentage: 81.4% 


& Average Size of 
the Family 


4-53 





Rangarajan panel has suggested to the government that those spending 
more than Rs 972 a month in rural areas and Rs 1,407 a month in urban 
areas in 2011-12 do not fall under the definition of poverty. If calculated ona 
daily basis, this translates into a per capita expenditure of Rs 32 per day in 
rural areas and Rs 47 per day in urban areas in 2011-12 
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KHARVIS AT A GLANCE 


(Based on the data of present survey) 


Peeeennnet 


@ Wage e 


em PE 
6 ° % Sex Ratio 
ae 921:1000 





Homes Without 


51% 





Large 
Families 





Major Causes for Deaths oa Family 


Families (Percentage in Total Deat 


not getting 
Newspapers 


0 Mw, 
93.7 73 


0.8% 






Tobacco 
Consumption in 
different forms 


19% — 


KHARVIS AT A GLANCE 


(Based on the data of present survey) 





Percentage of ae 
Alcohol Consumption Eligible Senior Citizens 
NOT recieving 
) 1 % Old Age Pension 
y 36.1% 


2 Eligible disabled 
(differently abled) 


Eligible Widows ly 
NOT recieving NOT recieving 
Widows Pension allowance 
0.8% 
30.07% 


27.9% 





WATER 


51% 


allowance 


58.1% 


# Eligible ‘Women above 40 Most 
Without Sons' Serious Problem 
NOT Recieving 





Families DO NOT own 


Families having 
y Houses WITHOUT any Vehicles 
Clear Titles % 
OV %3 a O 


44.4% 
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KHARVIS AT A GLANCE 


(Based on the data of present survey) 


Males above 60 yrs Females above 60 yrs 
in Families in Families 

7 12.4% 
10.97 470 


Homes without 
Electricity Connection 


5.26% 


Number of Widows 
in Families 


20.6% 





Families without 
Cultivable Land 


Families with 
O AAA ee ation 
$3 O \ w Hh 78.9% 





Families with Mobile 
Telephone Connections 


52% 


Families without 
Television 


59% 
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KHARVIS AT A GLANCE 


(Based on the data of present survey) 


Families having Families having 
memberships in memberships in 


Self Help Groups Co-ops woud 


34% 47.84% 





Familes having - Families purchased 


Savings Bank Account Insurance Policies 








Families ool! to Families depending 
avail loans from only on Firewood 
different sources 


89.17% 52.9% lm 


Occupation of a 
Kharvi daughters 
as wage earners 
(Low Income Jobs) 
% 
> 207 





Occupation of 
Kharvi wives 
as Home Makers 


82.6% 
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Appendix 2 


AEH: All Electric Home 

APL: Above Poverty Line 

AG: Action Group 

BPL: Below Poverty Line 

BT: Bio-Technology 

CRZ: Coastal Regulation Zone 
GP: Graham Panchayat 


HRD: Human Resource 
Development 
IT: Information Technology 


per day 


Organization 


Appendix 3 


Anthropology: Science of man. More 
specifically, it is the study of mankind, from 
its first appearance to its present stage of 
development. 


Animism: The belief that all objects, both 
animate and inanimate, are permanently or 
temporarily inhabitated by spirits or 
souls.(e.g. Local Bhoota Worship) 


Day Care Centre: An institution that takes 
care of aged or any helpless persons during 
day time. 


Empowerment: Process of giving power, 
position, skills, resources to people group or 
community. 


Ethnography: Direct observation of the 
activity of members of a particular social 
group or race. 


Institutional care: Aged who are taken care 
inthe old age homes. 


Land Reforms: A programme launched by 
the government in which the land of the 
owner is distributed to the tiller. 


Modernization: The processes of social, 
political, cultural and economic 


transformation associated with 
industrialization. 


Mortality: Death rate. (More specifically, the 
number of deaths per 1000 population.) 


Morbidity: Deaths due to diseases. 


KUDCEMP: Karnataka Urban 
Development and Coastal 
Environment Management Project 


LPCD: Level of 40 liters per capita 


LPG: Liquid Petroleum Gas 
NGO: Non-Governmental Fund 


NGA: Non-Governmental Agency 
NYP: National Youth Policy 
SPSS: Statistical Package for the 


Social Sciences. 

ST: Scheduled Tribe 
UNDP: United Nations 
Development Programme 


UNICEF: United Nations 
International Children’s Emergency 


VO: Voluntary Organization 
WIKL: World Institute of Konkani 
Language 

WKC: World Konkani Centre 


GLOSSARY OF TERMS/CONCEPTS 


North Kanara: Old name of Uttara Kannada 
District. 


Patriarchal: Rule of the male member. A type 
of family in which the authority rests in the 
hands of male members. 


Patrilineal: A type of family where the 
property is distributed among male 
members. 


Post-modernization: New changes taking 
place owing to the processes of 
Liberalization, Privatization, globalization, 
new movements, corporate capitalism etc. 
(also called late modernity) 


Population Ageing (Ageing 
population/Graying Population): Increasing 
median age in the population due to 
declining birth rates or rising life expectancy. 


Primary data: Data directly drawn from the 
field for the first time. (Field data) 


Respondents: Informants who provide data 
or information to the researcher or 
investigator. 


Sanskritisation: A process in which the 
lower caste group or tribes adopt the 
Sanskritic values, rituals, or any other 
cultural elements of upper or dominant 
caste within the frame work of Indian Caste 
system. 


Senior Citizen: Aged men and women who 
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are above the age of 60. 


Sex Ratio: Number of females per 1000 
males. (Also often calculated ratio of males 
to females in a population.) 


South Kanara: Old name of Dakshina 
Kannada District. 


Sociology: Science of society. More 
specifically, it is the study social systems 
and social interactions, their conditions and 
consequences. 


Social Mobility: Movement of people from 
one social status to another, which may be 
vertical or horizontal. 


Appendix 4 


Statistical Package for the Social Sciences: 
A software package used for statistical 
analysis in Social Sciences. 


‘Swacchata Darshan’: An award given to 
districts by the Government of India for the 
remarkable work in the field of sanitation. 


Sulabh Model (Sulabh Toilet or Pathak 
Model Toilet): An alternatively used low cost 
two-pit pour-flush compost toilet. 


Upward Vertical Social Mobility: The 
movement of people from lower status to the 
higher status. 


HSt-OF TEMPues.GyWNED BY 


KONKANI KHARVIS 


1 Durga Parameshwari Mangaluru 

2 Durga Devi Maha Kali Kodi Bengre 

3 Chakreshwari Kodi Kanyana(Udupi) 
4 Nagajattiga Ligngeshwara KodiKanyana(Udupi) 
5 Mahakali/Mahalasanarayani Kundapuru 

6 Mahakali Gangolli 

i Nagara Mahakali Gangolli(Malyarabettu) 
8 Rama Mandira Gangolli(Garuhitlu) 

9 Kutumeshwara Batkala 

10 Kenda Mahasati Manki 

17 Gadina Durgadevi Honnavara 

12 Durga Marikambha Karawara 

13 Dattatreya-Mahasati Belikeri 

14 Mahadevi Mundugod 

15 Maruti Mandira Belanjaru 

16 Maruti Mandira Kasaragod(Honnaavra) 
17 Sri Katyayani Baneshwara Aversa(Ankola) 
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28. 


Enumerator 
_—$ icity CRU Fei 


NNNNNNNNAHAHKZHABFHBBiA Ait OMDNDOAWND =[ 
Oo AHS PO ONS oe eee ee eee 


Achutha B Kharvi 
Amarnath V Banavalikar 
Ananth Ganguli 

Baskar 

Dr.Prakash N Mesta 

GR Tandel 

GKSheena 

Jagadish Y Kharvi 
Janardhana Kalaikar 
Maharudra Banavalikar 
Mahesh Kharvi 
Manjunath Kharvi 

MD Siddapur 

N D Kharvi 

Narasimha Kharvi 
Narayana Kharvi 
Parameshwar P Sagar 
Prakash Kharvi 

Rajesh G. Tandel 
Ramachandra Kharvi 
Ravi Vishnu 

Sangeetha Nayak 

Satish M Mesta 

SK Sheena Nail 

Subhash Kharvi 
Umanath Bengre 

Umesh G Mesta 
Venkatesh Kharvi- Bhatkal 
Venkatesh Mesta 

Videsh Kharvi 

Aishwarya G Kalykar-Tadadi 
Annapa S Kharvi 

Ashok Kasarkod 

Ashok Kharvi-Maddugudde 
Ashwini Sarang -Melkeri 
Chandrakanth G Tandel 
Chandrakanth L Mesta 
Chandrakanth N Bethalkar 
Dinakar Kharvi-BS Road 
Divya 

GN Satish 

G.K.Sheena 

Ganesh Kharvi 

Gururaj Naikk-kelakeri 
Jagannath Kharvi 
Kamalaksha Kharvi 
Karthik L Kharvi-Kela keri 
Koushik L.Kharvi-Kelakeri 
Kusuma Sarang 


Lokesh R Kharvi-Devanagudde 


Manjunath C K 
Manjunath Kharvi 


Manjunath P Tandel-Gangavali 


Manjunath.V Nayak 
Megha B 








Kodi Bengre, Udupi 


Beliker! 

Shivamogga 

Basrur 

Mugali 
Tadadi/Gangavali/Manjugoni 
Gangolll 
Belambar/Nadibagh 
Dharawada 

Karawara 

Soraba 

Gangolli 

Siddapura 

Bhatkal 

Udupi City 

Manur 

Sagara 

Kundapura 

Tonka 

Mangalore City/Panambur 
Aversa 

Annigere 

Sirsi 

Bengaluru 

Kodi Tale, Udupi 
Mangalore Bengre 
Honnavara 

Dharawada 

Manki 

Sastan Kodi, Udupi 
Tadadi/Gangavali/Manjugoni 
Manki 

Manki 

Kelkeri, Kundapura 

Kodi, Kundapura 
Tadadi/Gangavali/Manjugoni 
Manki 
Tadadi/Gangavali/Manjugoni 
Kundapura 

Kodi, Kundapura 
Kanchogodu 

Gangolli 

Tallur, Kundapura 

Kodi, Kundapura 

Melkeri, Kundapura 
Kanchogodu 

Kodi, Kundapura 

Kodi, Kundapura 

Tallur, Kundapura 

Manki 
Belambar/Nadibagh 
Gangolli 
Tadadi/Gangavali/Manjugoni 
Annigere 

Udupi City 
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LIST OF NAMES OF FIELD WORKERS/- 
ENUMERATORS 


Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Area Monitor 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
Enumerator 
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Mohan M Kharvi 
Nagappayya Patel 
Narayana P Mesta 
Neelkanth- Manjugoni 
Nisha G Mesta 

Pooja U Pandith 
Pradeep R Mesta 
Praveen Kharvi-Madyakeri 
Pushpa G Kalykar-Tadadi 
Rajesh G. Tandel 

Ravi Kharvi Trasi 


Sadananda Kharvi-Horavalaya 


Sagar Kharvi 

Sagar Naik -Kelakeri 
Santhosh Kotan 
Sarojini Kodikar 
Sathish Kharvi 
Shashidar-Belambar 
Shridhar 

Sunil -Tallur 

Surekha N Kanoji 
Surendra Kharvi 
Tukaram L Mesta 
Uma 

Vasanth Kharvi 
Vasudev N Mesta 
Vignesh Kharvi-Kodi 
Vikas V Tandel-Manjugoni 
Vimala M Mesta 
Abhishekh 

Anita Kanoji 
Archana Kudtalkar 
Ashwini Kudtalkar 
Chaitra Kanoji 
Lakshmi 

Leela 

Navin Kharvi 

Priya Asnotikar 
Shilpa Krishna Kudtalkar 
Shurthi Kanoji 
Sujatha Vaman Banavalikar 
Sunitha 

Swathi 

Vijaya 


Manki 

Kanchogodu 
Honnavara 
Tadadi/Gangavali/Manjugoni 
Honnavara 
Kanchogodu 
Honnavara 

Madyakeri, Kundapura 
Tadadi/Gangavali/Manjugoni 
Honnavara 
Kanchogodu 

B S Road, Kundapura 
Kodi Tale, Udupi 
Horavalaya, Kundapura 
Bengaluru 
Kanchogodu 
Trasi/Hospet 
Belambar/Nadibagh 
Bhatkal 

Tallur, Kundapura 
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